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If you require a hearing Assist headset,                                                                                                                     
please ask the sidespeople for one. 

 
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship Celebration with Eucharist 
 

LAY READER’S CONFERENCE 2026 
 

Sunday, September27th, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Presider – The Most Reverend Anne Germond 
 

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is  
on the traditional territory of the Atikameksheng, Wahnapitae, and Anishinaabek Peoples – 

First Nations who have sought to walk gently on this land.  
This territory was the subject of the Robinson-Huron Treaty.  We recognize the enduring 

presence of all Indigenous Peoples who are connected to and on this land; and as we 
commit ourselves to the work of healing and reconciliation, as we seek a new relationship 

with the original Peoples of this land; one that is grounded in justice, honour and deep 
respect for all Indigenous Peoples. May it be so. 

 
The Gathering of the Community  
 

Please stand. 
 

Opening Hymn Here in This Place New Light Is Streaming – CP 465    
 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  and the love of God, 
  and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
  be with you all. 
People And also with you. 
 
Celebrant  Almighty God, 
People to you all hearts are open,  

all desires known,  
and from you no secrets are hidden.  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Gloria Glory to God in the Highest – CP 702 
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The Collect    
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Grant, O merciful God, 
that your Church, being gathered by your Holy Spirit into one, 
may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your 
name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 
 

The First Reading   from the book of Exodus.                (Ex 17:1-7) 
 

 From the wilderness of Sin, the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at 
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people 
quarrelled with Moses, and said, "Give us water to drink." Moses said 
to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?" 
But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 
against Moses and said, "Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and livestock with thirst?" So Moses cried out to the 
Lord, "What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to 
stone me." The Lord said to Moses, "Go on ahead of the people, and 
take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff 
with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in 
front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will 
come out of it, so that the people may drink." Moses did so, in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarrelled and tested the Lord, saying, "Is the 
Lord among us or not?" 

 

 The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm   Ps. 78:1-4, 12-16 
    
 
   

 
 
The Second Reading   from the letter of Paul the Philippians                (Phil 2:1-13)  

 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make 
my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 
full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death - even 
death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him 
the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always 
obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it 
is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation       
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Gospel 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 Matthew 21:23-32 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
Sermon 
 
The Apostle’s Creed  
 

Celebrant Let us stand and confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
All  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People (standing, sitting, or kneeling) 
 

Leader  Today in the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Church of 
Bangladesh. 

  
 In our Diocese we pray for St. Michael and all Angels, Thunder Bay. 
   

 Let us pray: 
- For Anne, our Diocesan Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario, 

for Shane, Primate of Canada, Chris, National Indigenous 
Archbishop and Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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- For Glen, our interim incumbent and Archdeacon of the Sudbury-
Manitoulin deanery, for our deacon, Norm and for our associate, 
Rhonda. 

- For those discerning a vocation to the priesthood, diaconate, or 
religious life. 

- For “Alongside Hope” and their partners as they work for change 
in Canada and around the world.  

- For Sudbury’s ecumenical faith communities; today we pray for 
Sudbury First Nation Church. 

- For our local initiatives; today we pray for the  
- N’Swakamok Indigenous Friendship Centre.  
- For the staff and students of Thorneloe University and of LINC. 

 

 As we gather in the presence of God, let us lift our voices in prayer for 
the church, the world, and all who are in need saying, Lord of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

 

 For the unity of the church, that across all barriers of language, 
denomination, and culture, we may be bound together in Christ’s 
love. Lord of grace, 

All  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader For Lay Readers throughout our diocese, that as they stand before 
your people reading scripture and leading prayers, they too may be 
fed by your Holy Spirit. Lord of grace,  

All  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  For the earth and all its resources, that you would stir within us a 
thirst for justice and the courage to protect the vulnerable and those 
who are in need. Lord of grace, 

All  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: For those who are weary, isolated, or suffering in mind, body, or 
spirit that you may bless them with your healing presence.  Lord of 
grace, 

All  hear our prayer. 
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Leader  For those we love who have died, that we may have the courage to 
commend them to your unfailing love and that those who mourn 
them may find consolation in your promise of eternal life. Lord of 
grace, 

All  hear our prayer. 
 
Leader For our parish.  Almighty God, you know the needs of your Church in 

every place.  Look graciously at this time upon the people of the 
Church of the Epiphany and give to them a faithful Pastor who shall 
feed your flock according to your will and make ready a people 
acceptable to you.  Lord, in your mercy,   

All hear our prayer. 
 
Leader Creator God, receive the prayers of your people.  Grant our requests 

as may be best for us.  Heal what is broken within us so that we may 
be sent out into the world to be instruments of your peace.  We ask 
this through your son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Celebrant Dear friends in Christ,  
 God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;  
 he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table.  
 Let us confess our sins confident in God’s forgiveness.  
 

Celebrant Most merciful God; 
All We confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and  
by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  we have not loved 
our neighbours  as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us,  
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
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Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you,  
 pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
 confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
 and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All Amen. 
 
The Peace   All stand. 
 

Deacon The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
We greet each other with the peace of Christ. 
 
 
Offertory Hymn      Will You Come and Follow Me – CP 430 
 
The Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
  

Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, 
in Jesus Christ we behold your glory. 
Receive the offering of your people gathered before you, 
and open our hearts and mouths 
to praise your great salvation, 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving   (BAS Eucharistic Prayer 3)   
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth;  
by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a holy people in Jesus 
Christ our Lord; you renew that mystery in bread and wine and 
nourish us, to show forth your glory in all the world. Therefore with 
angels and archangels, and with all the holy people who have served   
you in every age, we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your 
name.   

 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Lord – CP 732 
 

All  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, God of power and might, 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 
Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you 

have made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your 
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 
the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

  
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life.  
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he 
freely accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of 
the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

All   we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, 
we await his coming in glory; 
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Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of 
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 
that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of 
the new covenant.    
 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, 
may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, reconcile 
all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to that city of 
light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation; by whom, and with whom, 
and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are 
yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Celebrant  As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
 

All  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Celebrant  “I am the bread which has come down from 
heaven,” says the Lord. 

All   Give us this bread for ever. 
 
Celebrant “I am the vine; you are the branches.” 
All   May we dwell in him, as he lives in us. 
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The Communion  
 

Celebrant  The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Agnus Dei CP 745  
 

All  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
 

All people of faith are welcome to the table of the Lord. 
It is Jesus himself who invites you. 

 
 
Communion Hymn        Here, Lord, We Take the Broken Bread – CP 65 
 
 
Prayer after Communion       As you are able, please stand. 
        

Celebrant Let us pray.  

 

Ruler of the universe, 
all Father in heaven, 
strengthen the unity of your Church, 
so that we who have been fed with holy things 
may fulfil your will in the world. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 
 
Doxology 
 

Celebrant Glory to God, 
All whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  
 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church, and in Christ Jesus,  
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Blessing  
 
Closing Hymn       The Love of Jesus Calls Us – CP 434 
 
Dismissal 
 
Lay Leader Let us go forth in peace to love and to serve the Lord.   
People Thanks be to God!  
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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