
EPIPHANY THIS WEEK 
December 6-12, 2024 

Church of the Epiphany ~ 85 Larch St. Sudbury, Ontario ~ P3E 1B8 

www.epiphanysudbury.org     705-675-2279     info@epiphanysudbury.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday – Thursday 9:30 – 12:00.  You can reach Carrie, our Parish 
Administrator at the phone number or e-mail address above. If you need to speak with Rev. Elizabeth 
or schedule a visit for any reason, you can contact Carrie, or you can email Rev. Elizabeth directly at 
greenepiphanypriest@gmail.com. Thank You. 

 

WORSHIP FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT  ~ SUNDAY DECEMBER 8th ~ 

 
8:30am -. Said service of Holy Communion (BCP) 
 
10:30am - Main Worship with music and Holy 
Eucharist (BAS) 
 
READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT: Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 
1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 
 
SUMMARY OF THE READINGS: The second 

Sunday of Advent focuses on preparing the way for 

the Lord, emphasizing themes of repentance, hope 

and peace. The prophecy of Malachi foretells the coming of a messenger who will prepare the way for 

the Lord, who will arrive suddenly at his temple. The prophet describes the Lord as a refining fire, 

purifying his people so that they may offer just and holy worship. In Luke we hear the Benedictus, 

Zechariah's song of praise. It sings of God fulfilling God’s promise of salvation through the coming of 

Messiah. It celebrates God's mercy, the redemption of God’s people, and the role of John the Baptist 

in preparing the way of the Lord and guiding people to peace and forgiveness. In his letter to the 

ancient church in Philippi, Paul offers a prayer of gratitude and love as he expresses joy for the 

Philippians' partnership in the gospel and that will enable God to complete God’s sacred work in 

them. Paul prays for their growth in love, knowledge, and discernment, leading to righteous lives that 

truly glorify God. The Gospel story tells of John the Baptist and describes the beginning his ministry 

as the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy, calling people to prepare the way of the Lord through 

repentance. The prophet boldly proclaims that God's salvation will be revealed to all people. 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: Malachi invites us to reflect on the purifying presence of God as 
we await the coming of Christ. The Lord is described as a refiner's fire, a purifier who clears away 
impurities to prepare God’s people for holy worship. This passage calls us to examine ourselves, 
recognizing that Advent is not just a time of external preparation, but an opportunity for internal, 
spiritual renewal. As we await the arrival of Christ, we are challenged to allow God’s refining love to 
cleanse us of anything that hinders our relationship with God, so that we may offer our lives as pure 
and worthy in all that we say and do in our daily lives. What areas of your life need God's purifying 
touch this Advent? How can you cooperate with God's refining work to grow in holiness and readiness 
for the new birth Christ? 
 
AT HOME PRAYERS: Morning – Holy God, as I start this new day, I pray you refine my heart and 
soul. Purify me and remove all that hinders your love from flowing through me. As I get ready to go 
into the world this day, I ask that you prepare me to welcome you fully in all of my work and 
encounters with others. Help me live in the peace of your holiness so that I may be a living sign of the 
light of your glory. In Christ, I pray. Amen. 
 
Evening – Loving God, as this day ends, I thank you for your refining presence that purifies and 
prepares my heart. May I rest in your peace this night, trusting that even as I sleep, you are 
continually at work in me. Grant me the hope of a new day tomorrow and make me ready to embrace 
your coming. In the peace of Christ, I pray. Amen 

http://www.epiphanysudbury.org/
mailto:info@epiphanysudbury.org


COVID CASES ARE RISING AGAIN - If you are not feeling well, or have any ill symptoms such as 
coughing, fever, fatigue, or a sore throat, please stay home and join us for the worship services that 
will be offered online. We are delighted to welcome you online if you are not able to join us in person. 
 

 

 
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: Help us beautify our Church for our Christmas 
Celebrations. Donations towards the cost of Christmas Flowers are gratefully 
welcome. You can contact Carrie in the office to make you donation or place it 
in an envelope in the offering plate on Sunday morning. You can also donate 
through PayPal on our website Please be sure to include your name and 
envelope number, Memorial Information etc. with your donation. Donations are 
requested by December 19th please. 

 

 

 
WORSHIP TOGETHER AT CHRISTMAS 

 
Christmas Eve – Family Celebration, with Pajama Church ~ 5pm; 

Traditional Worship ~ 9pm 
Christmas Morning - Worship with Holy Eucharist – 10:30am. 

All Are Welcome! 
 

 

 
THANK YOU! 
 
A BIG Thank You to all those who contributed items and/or 
dollars to the White Gifts last Sunday in support of young people 
at the Hub. We were able to provide many socks, hats (a large 
number beautifully knit or crocheted), scarves, gloves, and some 
hygiene items like toothpaste, to their Wednesday Warm Clothing 
Fair.  
Several people had purchased gift cards and we are now in the 
process of purchasing more with the $225 dollars received and 
those will be delivered next week. Your thoughtful support of 

Sudbury’s Youth and Wellness Hub will certainly help many youth in our community who are very 
much in need of our love and care during this holiday season. Thank you so much; and Thanks be to 
God! 

 

PARKING CONSIDERATIONS: Parking has always been a 

challenge at the Church of the Epiphany. Without an actual 

church parking lot, we all do our best to park near the 

church and often that means we park on the street directly 

in front of the church. Perhaps the issue of parking has 

never been as challenging as it is now, due to the sudden 

inclusion of a bike lane on Larch Street. This makes parking 

even more difficult for many of our beloved Senior Members 

who struggle with walking and various other mobility issues. At a recent Parish Council meeting, the 

suggestion was made that we ask all younger and able-bodied people to please park in the parking 

lots across from, or behind, the Epiphany Church building. By observing these parking 

considerations, it is hoped that perhaps more of our faithful, senior members will feel more 

comfortable and less leery when it comes to parking on Sunday mornings. If you have any questions 

or concerns, please speak with one of the Church Wardens. Thank You.   

 

SANDWICHES ON THE 5th SUNDAY: This is an early reminder that there is 5 Sundays in December 
and that means it’s our turn to provide sandwich makings for the Mission. 
During your Christmas planning please think of the Mission and their need to provide food at this time 
of year. 
 
Thanks, and God bless. ~ Sue Moland 



 

A NOTE FROM PHILIP, HEAD OF EPIPHANY’S CRRAP COMMITTEE.  

Greetings Epiphany Friends! 

Now that we have entered the season of snow, ice and wet weather, it 

would be really great if we could all do our part to help maintain the new 

floors in the Algoma Room. If you can, please bring a pair of slippers or 

“inside shoes” with you, for services or other events, and kindly leave 

your snowy wet footwear in the cloak room. This will be a great help in 

keeping the floors in the Algoma Room in tip-top shape. Please speak with me if you have any 

questions or concerns. I’m here to help.  

Many Thanks. 
Philip Hopkins 

 

 
A NOTE FROM REV. ELIZABETH 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
The Holiday Christmas season at this time of year is 
undeniably full. This season comes with full parking lots, full 
schedules, full stores, and full streets, as the hustle and bustle 
of holiday preparations surround us. It’s a time when 
everything seems to be overflowing with activity. For us, 
December is full month, because Advent and Christmas are 
full seasons. But there is one place now, that isn’t full – our 
mailboxes. At the time of my writing this letter, the postal strike 
continues.  
 
If the Christmas season is a tree adorned with lights and 
laughter, its branches heavy with joy and celebration, our 
mailboxes now stand in sharp contrast, like bare branches, empty and waiting, longing for the familiar 
weight of love and greetings that should fill them. We miss our Christmas cards, given and received. 
 
At this time of year, we are drawn into the warmth and joy of connecting with loved ones through the 
sharing of cards and letters, conveying both festive greetings and heartfelt messages. As we soon 
begin the second week in the season of Advent, I know that many of you are now facing a unique and 
difficult challenge because of the ongoing postal strike. The absence of Christmas cards and notes 
that are physical expressions of care, can feel like an unexpected void, leaving some of us wondering 
how to maintain the cherished connections that bring us joy and comfort during this Holy season. 
 
For some, the lack of Christmas cards and letters may not be such a big deal, but there are others 
who are sorrowfully missing their Holiday “snail-mail.” In whatever way we feel about it, we will all do 
well to remember that Christmas is not limited or confined to the exchanging of cards or the receiving 
of presents. It is about the love and presence we share fully with one another. While the postal strike 
may prevent the delivery of holiday cards, I pray we do not forget that the true message of Christmas 
transcends all barriers. It lives within us, in the act of reaching out, in the kindness we show to others, 
and in the prayers we offer for those we hold dear. 
If grief should surface in these moments of loss, even if the loss seems small, like a missing card or a 
delayed note, we must take comfort in God's love that is ever present with us. Emmanuel is with us in 
every moment of this season, offering us hope, peace, comfort and abiding love. 
Resting in God’s love helps to remind us that the relationships we cherish are not limited to paper and 
ink but are etched in our hearts where they are never truly lost. 
 
Perhaps this year, we can find new ways to share our love with one another. A phone call, a text, or a 
quiet prayer for someone you are thinking of can be just as meaningful as any card. Reach out in the 
ways you are able, and remember that your love-filled thoughts and prayers are powerful gifts that 
carry the light of Christ to those who need it most. 
And may we also take comfort in the truth, that Christmas is about the new birth of hope, peace, and 
love—gifts that can never be delayed or denied. The joy of Christ's coming cannot be held back by 
earthly circumstances, and the connections we share with others are eternally in God’s hands. 



As you and I navigate this holiday season, I pray that we find peace in knowing that God’s love is still 
reaching us and our loved ones, whether by card or by prayer. May all of our hearts be lifted by the 
knowledge that none of us are ever truly apart from those we love, and that the light of Christ shines 
brighter than any postal service ever could. 
 
With love and peace in Christ. 
 
Yours Faithfully, 
Elizabeth+ 

 

 

 

 

LET US PRAY 
 
FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH FAMILY: Brandon Lai; Evelyn Fillier; Michael, Laura, Audrey and 
Ben Kawa; Norm and Shirley Labelle; Paulette Sage; Dave Tate. 
 
FOR THOSE IN NEED: Terry; Sheila; William; Myrna; Maybourne; Karen and Corrine; Joanne; 
Frances; Pat; Carol, Bob and Riley; Nick and Ellen; Marg.  
 
WE ALSO PRAY FOR: Carol Ann, Eleanor, and Linda, who all residents at Extendicare York and 
long-time, faithful members of Epiphany.  
 

 

 

Watch us LIVE on Sunday Mornings at 10:30 at 

www.epiphanysudbury.org/our-services  

Announcements for ETW should be sent to etw@epiphanysudbury.org by 

NOON each Thursday. 

Donate Online: You can make a donation to the Epiphany, via PayPal, by 

clicking the “Donate Now” button at the top or bottom of each page on our 

website. 

 

 

http://www.epiphanysudbury.org/our-services
mailto:etw@epiphanysudbury.org

