PIPAANYG THIS WEES

December 20, 2024 - January 2, 2025
Church of the Epiphany ~ 85 Larch St. Sudbury, Ontario ~ P3E 1B8

www.epiphanysudbury.org 705-675-2279 info@epiphanysudbury.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday — Thursday 9:30 — 12:00. You can reach Carrie, our Parish
Administrator at the phone number or e-mail address above. If you need to speak with Rev. Elizabeth
or schedule a visit for any reason, you can contact Carrie, or you can email Rev. Elizabeth directly at
greenepiphanypriest@gmail.com. Thank You.

° . . ‘ Ll WORSHIP FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF
r : ADVENT ~ SUNDAY DECEMBER 22" ~

VA7

8:30am -. Said service of Holy Communion
(BCP). Please note that there will not be
N an 8:30am service on Sunday December
29", We gather again on Sunday, January
5th, 2025.

10:30am - Main Worship with music and Holy
Eucharist (BAS)

‘.‘ READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY
OF ADVENT: Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm 80:1-7;

Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45

SUMMARY OF THE READINGS: The Fourth Sunday of Advent focuses on the theme of love and the
imminent arrival of Christ, often highlighting Mary's role in saying "yes" to God's plan through the
Annunciation. It serves as a time of final preparation for the celebration of Jesus' birth, emphasizing
trust, faith, and the fulfillment of God's promises. Micah prophesies the birth of a ruler from
Bethlehem, whose origins are ancient and whose reign will bring peace and security. This shepherd-
king will lead with strength from God, uniting and restoring God’s people. Psalm 80 is a cry for God to
shepherd God’s people, to restore them, and to shine God’s face upon them so they may be saved. It
laments the peoples’ suffering and pleads for God’s holy mercy and intervention. The ancient letter to
the Hebrews teaches that Christ came to do God’s will, offering his own body as a perfect sacrifice to
replace the old system of animal offerings. Through Jesus’ self-giving, we are sanctified and brought
into alignment with God’s plan. The gospel story tells of Mary’s visits with her cousin Elizabeth. Upon
hearing Mary's voice, Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit and recognizes the blessing of Mary's
child. Elizabeth praises Mary's faith and obedience, affirming that she is blessed for trusting in God's
promises.

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: The Fourth Sunday of Advent invites us into a moment of deep
spiritual recognition and joy as Mary visits Elizabeth. Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, immediately
senses the significance of Mary's visit and blesses her for her unwavering faith in God’s plan. Their
encounter is a powerful reminder of how faith brings people together, opening their hearts to God's
work in wonderful and surprising ways. As we prepare for the celebration of Christ's birth, the story of
Mary and Elizabeth calls us to reflect on the ways we recognize God's presence in our lives and in
the lives of others. How can we, like Elizabeth, recognize and affirm God’s work in others, even when
it seems hidden or unexpected? As we approach Christmas, how can we deepen our own faith and
prepare our hearts to welcome God's presence more fully?

AT HOME PRAYERS: Morning — Loving God, as | begin this new day, may I, like Mary, carry your
presence with faith and openness in my heart. Fill me with the joy and peace that comes from
recognizing your work in my life, and help me, like Elizabeth, to celebrate and support the faith of
those around me. Guide me in all | do, so that | may trust in your plan and share your love with
others. In Messiah’s name, | pray. Amen.
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Evening — Merciful God, as this day draws to a close, | thank you for the love you have shown me
through each and every moment. This Christmas | pray you help me to grow in your love, so that |
may reflect it to others in my thoughts, words, and actions. May your love fill me with peace and
prepare my heart for the joy of Christ's coming. Amen
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

Christmas Eve — Family Celebration with Pajama Church,
5pm; Traditional Worship, 9pm

Christmas Morning - Worship with Holy Eucharist —
10:30am.

First Sunday after Christmas, December 29" — A Service
of the Word — 10:30am

Join Us for

The Feast of the Epiphany, January 5, 2025 — Epiphany Worship
Sunday — Traditional Service of Holy Communion, 8:30am in the Season of
(BCP) Worship with music and Holy Eucharist, 10:30am
(BAS).

Christmas

All Are Welcomel!
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COVID CASES ARE RISING AGAIN - If you are not feeling well, or have any ill symptoms such as
coughing, fever, fatigue, or a sore throat, please stay home and join us for the worship services that
will be offered online. We are delighted to welcome you online if you are not able to join us in person.
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THANK YOU! - At this time of year Rev. Elizabeth, and others in our parish, like to mail out Thank
You notes, to thank all those who take part in our various ministries which serve to support the Life of
the Church of the Epiphany. Due to the fact that posted mail is being delayed, this week, Rev.
Elizabeth would like to extend a Great Big Thank You to:

All Those Who Serve on Chancel Guild. The ministry of
serving on Chancel Guild is not unlike the ministry of hospitality.
The main difference is that members of Epiphany’s Chancel
Guild work together to prepare the Table of the Lord each week.
They also help to keep Epiphany’s sanctuary clean, polished,

4 and dressed in the proper Colour of the Day. The ministry of our
§ Chancel Guild is a very important, God-given blessing for our

8l Sunday worship, and for other significant occasions as well. The
Chancel Guild ministry would welcome new members who are
open and willing to serve with loving hearts and helpful hands.

Rev. Norm and All Members of the Epiphany Church Choir. Under the fine leadership and
guidance of our Music Director, Rev. Norm, the music that is offered by our choir each week does
wonders to enhance our worship experience and to add to its meaning. Whenever we gather for
worship, be it on a regular Sunday, or for a special occasion, all of us at Epiphany are truly blessed
by our choir and music director. Rev. Norm is always delighted to work with new members who may
wish to be part of the Epiphany Church Choir. Thanks be to God.

All Lay Pastoral Visitors. The kind and compassionate ministry of our Lay Pastoral Visitors is
invaluable to the well-being of our parish. Their dedication to visiting, listening, caring and praying for
those in need reflects the love and compassion of Christ. Their work and ministry make a profound
difference in the lives of our community members. Our Lay Pastoral Visitors serve as a vital link
between the church and those who may not always be able to participate in person. We give thanks
to God that their ministry is a true reflection of the heart of our parish community.
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A NOTE FROM CANON CHRISTYN PERKONS - Following a Townhall Meeting that was held on
Sunday October 27, 2024.

Greetings to the Church of the Epiphany;

| am delighted that Archbishop Anne has invited me to continue the journey with the Epiphany faith
community and with your rector, Rev. Elizabeth Green. The investment by the diocese in a mentor for
your rector is a sign of confidence in the parish and in Rev. Elizabeth’s ministry. | have agreed to be
the mentor and so will be working with Rev. Elizabeth and a very small parish team from now until the
summer. | will be meeting with Rev. Elizabeth twice a month and with the parish team once a month. |
hope that everyone at Epiphany will focus your creative, faith-filled energy on the mission God is
calling this parish to engage as we work together. Be assured of my prayers for you, for your
leadership, and for the journey we are about to embark upon. Please hold the mentoring process, and
all involved, in your prayers.

With every blessing,
Canon Christyn Perkons
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SANDWICHES ON THE 5" SUNDAY: As you prepare for the Christmas celebration please
remember our Mission commitment on December 29™. Merry Christmas everyone and a
Blessed New Year.

Thanks, and God bless. ~ Sue Moland
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THANK YOU TO THE DECORATING TEAM!
Thanks to Everyone who gave of their loving hearts
and helpful hands to help make our church look
festive and beautiful for our Christmas Celebrations.
Well Done! (photo provided by Philip Hopkins)
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A NOTE FROM REV. ELIZABETH

Dear Friends in Christ,

As we soon will gather with friends and loved ones to celebrate this most holy season of Christmas,
my heart is full of gratitude for each one of you. This year has brought its share of challenges,
uncertainties, and moments that tested our faith; yet through it all, God's love has been our constant
bright, guiding light.

| know that for many of us, this has been a year of struggles — whether physical, emotional, or
spiritual. There have been moments of doubt, times of sorrow, and instances where the road ahead
seemed unclear. Yet, in the midst of our difficulties, we have seen the beauty of God’s grace in
community, and the strength that comes from our faith together as a church family.
This Christmas, as we reflect on the new birth of Christ Jesus, we are reminded that Christ came into
a world that was not without its challenges, not without its darkness. But in the midst of it all, the light
- - of Christ shone brightly. His coming is
the message of hope, of new
beginnings, and of unwavering love.
No matter what we face, we are never
alone. Christ is with us, walking beside
us, and guiding us.

A Note from
| want to take this moment to express
Rel/, E /,:zaée{ﬁ my deepest thanks to each of you for

the many ways you have contributed to
the life of Epiphany this year. To those
who have shared their time, talents,
@/& - t and resources, whether in big ways or
risimas small, your generosity has truly made a
i iinses e o e difference. To all our Wonderful
Volunteers, Lay Readers, Church

Merry




Wardens, Social Justice Advocates and Prayer Warriors — thank you for your faithfulness and
dedication. To those who have carried one another through difficult times, who have shown kindness
and compassion, your love is a reflection of Christ's love for us all.

As we move into this new year, we do so with the assurance that God is actively at work in our midst.
The gift of Canon Christyn’s ongoing ministry within Epiphany, and that Archbishop Anne has so
generously blessed us with, is a true sign of God'’s loving, life-giving and creative presence within and
around our faith community. Whatever may lie ahead for us in 2025, we can take heart knowing that
God is faithful, and that God will, forever and always, continue to lead us in all that we are called to
do, to be, and to become.

| pray that this holy season of Christmas may be a time of renewal for your spirit, a time of peace, and
a time of joy, knowing that Christ is born anew in our hearts and in our lives. | look forward to
continuing this journey with you, and | am filled with hope for the future that, with God’s help, we will
share together.

Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed and joyous Christmas, filled with the hope, peace and
love that only Christ can bring.

With heartfelt thanks and blessings,

Elizabeth+
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CHRISTMAS BREAK: The Church Office will be closed during the week WA R N b
of Christmas.

-~

Christmas

There will not be a full ETW edition during the week of Christmas. Marion
will send out email announcements when and if needed. We are all so
very grateful for Marion’s help with our ETW each week. Epiphany’s ETW

is about more than just “news” it is about ministry. Thanks be to God.
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~ Break

LET US PRAY

FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH FAMILY: Between now and January 5™, please hold every
member of our Epiphany Church Community in the prayers of your hearts. May we all be blessed with
a safe, happy and healthy Christmas Season. May it be so. Amen.

FOR THOSE IN NEED: Terry; Sheila; William; Penny; Myrna; Maybourne; Karen and Corrine;
Joanne; Frances; Pat; Carol, Bob and Riley; Nick and Ellen; Marg; Carol Ann.
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Watch us LIVE on Sunday Mornings at 10:30 at
www.epiphanysudbury.org/our-services

Announcements for ETW should be sent to
etw@epiphanysudbury.org by NOON each Thursday. C

Donate Online: You can make a donation to the Epiphany, via F e

PayPal, by clicking the “Donate Now” button at the top or

bottom of each page on our website.
Help us keep the air we share

healthy and fragrance-free
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