PIPAANYG THIS WEES

December 13 - 19, 2024
Church of the Epiphany ~ 85 Larch St. Sudbury, Ontario ~ P3E 1B8

www.epiphanysudbury.org 705-675-2279 info@epiphanysudbury.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday — Thursday 9:30 — 12:00. You can reach Carrie, our Parish
Administrator at the phone number or e-mail address above. If you need to speak with Rev. Elizabeth
or schedule a visit for any reason, you can contact Carrie, or you can email Rev. Elizabeth directly at
greenepiphanypriest@gmail.com. Thank You.

WORSHIP FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF
ADVENT ~ SUNDAY DECEMBER 15% ~

8:30am -. Said service of Holy Communion (BCP)

10:30am - Main Worship with music and Holy
Eucharist (BAS)

READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF
ADVENT: Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6;
o Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18

SUMMARY OF THE READINGS: The Third Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday in the
Church. This Sunday marks a moment of joyful anticipation as we recognize that the coming of Christ
is near, offering hope and light in the midst of Advent's preparation. The rose-coloured candle in our
Advent wreath is a symbol of joy. By its light we are invited to rejoice, even in times of waiting, as
God's promises bring comfort and renewal to our hearts. The prophet Zephaniah proclaims a
message of joy and restoration, calling God's people to sing and rejoice as the Lord removes their
judgments and defeats their enemies. Zephaniah tells of a future where God dwells among God’s
people, bringing them hope, peace, justice and love. Likewise, Isaiah is a song of joyful praise,
declaring trust in the Lord as the source of salvation, strength, and joy. It calls God's people to sing of
God'’s greatness, and celebrate God’s presence among them with gladness. Paul’s Letter to the
Philippians encourages the Church to rejoice in the Lord always, and to replace anxiety with joyful
thanksgiving. Paul teaches that God's peace, which surpasses all understanding, will guard our
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. In the Gospel story, John the Baptist calls for repentance, and for
all people to prepare the way for the joy of the coming Messiah.

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: On the Third Sunday of Advent, we are drawn to experience the
deep joy and peace that come from trusting in the real and living presence of God in our lives. Paul
calls us to rejoice always, not because life is always easy, but because God'’s faithfulness is
unwavering; God’s peace transcends our understanding. In the midst of our Advent waiting, we are
encouraged to let go of anxiety and to turn our concerns into prayer, as we offer gratitude for all that
God has already done. When we do this, God's peace guards our hearts and minds, bringing a calm
assurance that prepares us for the new arrival of Christ. As we await the new birth of Christ Jesus, let
us reflect on how joy and peace can be cultivated in our hearts, in our lives, and even in our beloved
Church of the Epiphany. What steps can we take this Advent to turn our anxieties into joyful prayer?
How can we remain rooted in joy, trusting that God’s peace will guide us through both our waiting and
our challenges?

AT HOME PRAYERS: Morning — Loving God, as | begin this new day, | choose to rejoice in you,
knowing that you are always near. Please help me to release my fears and anxieties, and to fully trust
in your peace, which surpasses all understanding. Fill my heart with gratitude this day, and guide my
thoughts and actions, so that | may experience your presence and share your joy with everyone |
meet. In Jesus' name, | pray. Amen.

Evening — Merciful God, as this day draws to an end, | thank you for the joy and peace you have
given me, even in the midst of waiting. Help me to trust you more deeply, turning my worries into
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prayer and resting in your loving presence. May your peace fill my heart as | await the coming of
Christ, and grant me restful sleep to begin again in your grace. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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COVID CASES ARE RISING AGAIN - If you are not feeling well, or have any ill symptoms such as
coughing, fever, fatigue, or a sore throat, please stay home and join us for the worship services that
will be offered online. We are delighted to welcome you online if you are not able to join us in person.
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: Help us beautify our Church for our
Christmas Celebrations. Donations towards the cost of Christmas
Flowers are gratefully welcome. You can contact Carrie in the office to
make you donation or place it in an envelope in the offering plate on
Sunday morning. You can also donate through PayPal on our website
Please be sure to include your name and envelope number, Memorial
- Information etc. with your donation. Donations are requested by

. December 19™ please.
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CHRISTMAS EVE — Family Celebration, with Pajama Church ~ 5pm;
The young and the young at heart are welcome to attend in their comfy, E3
cozy PJ’s if they choose.
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Traditional Worship with Hymns and music ~ 9pm

Christmas Morning - Worship with Holy Eucharist — 10:30am.

A\ SAVIOR IS BORN

All Are Welcome!
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) THANK YOU! At this time of year Rev. Elizabeth, and others
our parish, like to mail out Thank You notes, to thank all those
who take part in our various ministries which serve to support
the Life of the Church of the Epiphany. Due to the fact that we
are unable to send posted mail at this time, this week, Rev.
Elizabeth would like to extend a Great Big Thank You to:
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" Thank You |
\_’_J All Those Who Serve as Greeters and Sidespersons. In
” many ways, the “first face” of the Epiphany are the faces of
those who Meet and Greet on Sunday mornings, and who
serve as Sidespeople. Your kindness, warmth, friendliness and compassion all combine to make our
Sunday morning worship experience inviting, comforting, and meaningful. Thanks be to God.
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All Those Who Host and Help with the Ministry of Hospitality. Our time together during Coffee
Hour following worship is vital to the life of our faith community. Some of our faithful members have
been providing coffee hour hospitality for a while now, while others are new to serving in this ministry.
We give thanks to God for all of you, who thoughtfully do what you are able in order to help provide
for our Ministry of Hospitality following our worship on Sundays
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PARKING CONSIDERATIONS: Parking has always been a
challenge at the Church of the Epiphany. Without an actual
church parking lot, we all do our best to park near the Pa rking
church and often that means we park on the street directly
in front of the church. Perhaps the issue of parking has Considerations
never been as challenging as it is now, due to the sudden
inclusion of a bike lane on Larch Street. This makes parking




even more difficult for many of our beloved Senior Members who struggle with walking and various
other mobility issues.

At a recent Parish Council meeting, the suggestion was
made that we ask all younger and able-bodied people to
please park in the parking lots behind the church. We also
have re-confirmed with the local Impark manager that we
can use the first two rows of the lot across from the church,
next to the Duncan Building (the one with the Heart of Gold
Banner on the side) on weekends only. The rows shown in
this picture >

By observing these parking considerations, it is hoped that
perhaps more of our faithful, senior members will feel more
comfortable and less leery when it comes to parking on
Sunday mornings. If you have any questions or concerns,
please speak with one of the Church Wardens. Thank You.
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SANDWICHES ON THE 5" SUNDAY: This is an early reminder that there is 5 Sundays in December
and that means it’s our turn to provide sandwich makings for the Mission.

During your Christmas planning please think of the Mission and their need to provide food at this time
of year.

Thanks, and God bless. ~ Sue Moland
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BALCONY GARDEN NEWS: Recently, members of the

Women's Blble Study group Phyllis, Mary, Lorraine, Barb,
. ™ | and Carrie — visited the Sudbury Food

i Bank to present a cheque for $640 to

Dan Xilon, the Executive Director.

<] This money came from the Sunday

i morning sale of produce from our

il garden as well as pesto made from

our basil by Barb, and from

lIll contributions of produce, jams, jellies

' from some parishioners. Dan was so

pleased to receive our cheque and to

hear the story behind it. Thank you to all who helped plant and tend, to those

who contributed items, and to those who generously filled the money jar,

makmg this contnbutlon to the vulnerable in our city possible. Thanks be to God
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A NOTE FROM REV. ELIZABETH

A Sunday of Joy with Hoi!
Dear Friends in Christ,

We are in for a treat! On the first Sunday of Advent | was blessed with
the opportunity to tell the gospel story by heart for the Gifts of Story
and Song that was presented at the Church of the Ascension. It was a
fabulous evening! All the stories, music and performances were top
notch! Among the many talented performers and presenters was our
beloved friend Hoi; in fact, Hoi’'s was the first of all the presentations.
He immediately captivated everyone in the audience and set the tone
for the rest of what followed. Hoi presented what he has titled "An
Astronomical Christmas”, which tells a brief history of Christmas time.
It is a story about how the Christmas holiday was “invented,
miscalculated, banned, revived, and even transformed”. While Hoi
was sharing his “Astronomical Christmas” with us at Ascension,
everyone in the audience listened with awe and wonder at all the
things that we heard; you could have heard a pin drop while Hoi was
speaking. Later that evening, | asked Hoi if he had ever presented “An




Astronomical Christmas” at the Church of the Epiphany before? He said he has not, because it is a
brand-new piece that Hoi crafted this year. For this Sunday, December 15™", when we celebrate Joy in
this season of Advent, | am thrilled to say that Hoi has agreed to present his “Astronomical
Christmas” for us during worship. | am so thankful that he will do this for us! And | hope and pray that
all of you will be able to join us for worship this Sunday. Hoi’'s newly crafted presentation of “An
Astronomical Christmas” is something that you won’t want to miss! Thank You Hoi! And Thanks be to
God!

Yours Faithfully,
Elizabeth+
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CHRISTMAS BREAK: The Church Office will be closed during the week
of Christmas. Also, there will not be a full ETW edition during the week of
Christmas either. Marion will send out email announcements when and if
needed. Thank You.
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Welcome to Our World

: _& The Sudbury Chamber Singers

50th Anniversary Christmas Concerts
50 years of holiday favourites

Dec 20 (Fri), 7:00 p.m.
Dec 21 (Sat), 2:00 p.m.

The Church of the Epiphany
85 Larch St. Sudbury

Tickets, $20
Reservations: tine@snolab.ca
705-561-8431

leff Wiseman E45E

** Music Director: Su;éh Urquhar \ i 0'

Special Guest Conductor and Guitar:

Collaborative pianist: Damien Laframboise [=]; .
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Tickets are available in the Church office.

PEEFFETTLEEREE
LET AS PRAY

FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH FAMILY: Penny and Bob Unger; Marion Collinson; Joy Knuff; Dr.
Fade and Dr. Remi Ogundimu; Joyce Van Eyk; Marilyn Young.

FOR THOSE IN NEED: Terry; Sheila; William; Myrna; Maybourne; Karen and Corrine; Joanne;
Frances; Pat; Carol, Bob and Riley; Nick and Ellen; Marg.

WE ALSO PRAY FOR: Carol Ann, Eleanor, and Linda, who all residents at Extendicare York and
long-time, faithful members of Epiphany.

TTEPTTTTTTTTTTT

Watch us LIVE on Sunday Mornings at 10:30 at
www.epiphanysudbury.org/our-services

Announcements for ETW should be sent to etw@epiphanysudbury.org by
NOON each Thursday.

Donate Online: You can make a donation to the Epiphany, via PayPal, by clicking the “Donate Now”
button at the top or bottom of each page on our website.
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