PIPAANYG THIS WEES

November 22 - 28, 2024
Church of the Epiphany ~ 85 Larch St. Sudbury, Ontario ~ P3E 1B8

www.epiphanysudbury.org 705-675-2279 info@epiphanysudbury.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday — Thursday 9:30 — 12:00. You can reach Carrie, our Parish
Administrator at the phone number or e-mail address above. If you need to speak with Rev. Elizabeth
or schedule a visit for any reason, you can contact Carrie, or you can email Rev. Elizabeth directly at
greenepiphanypriest@gmail.com. Thank You.

. . WORSHIP FOR REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY
The Reign of Christ ~ SUNDAY NOVEMBER 24t ~

8:30am -. Said service of Holy Communion (BCP)

10:30am - Main Worship with music and Holy Eucharist
(BAS)

READINGS FOR REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY: Daniel
7:9-10, 13-14 Psalm 93; Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-
37.

SUMMARY OF THE READINGS: The Feast of Christ
the King was instituted by Pius XI in 1925 to celebrate
the kingship of Christ as a way of combating the destructive forces of this age. The Reign of
Christ/Christ the King ends this liturgical year, and thus signifies the Lord of glory as the goal of
human history, and the focal point of all that we are called to do and be in this world. All the biblical
passages for the Reign of Christ affirm Jesus' eternal kingship and divine authority. Daniel tells of a
vision of God as the Ancient of Days and receiving an everlasting dominion. Psalm 93 celebrates
God’s majesty and unshakable rule over all of creation. Revelation declares Jesus as the Alpha and
Omega, the faithful witness, and the one who reigns forever. In in the gospel story, Jesus teaches
that his kingdom is not of this world, revealing his mission to testify to the truth and establish a reign
rooted in divine authority and justice.

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: On the day the church celebrates the Reign of Christ, Jesus
invites us to see his kingdom as one that transcends earthly power and authority, and to focus
instead on the eternal values of truth and justice. In his debate with Pilate, Jesus reveals that his
reign is not marked by force but by a call to live in truth and to reflect God’s love in the world. The
gospel challenges us to evaluate the allegiances that shape our decisions and priorities, urging us to
live as citizens of God’s kingdom rather than conforming to worldly standards. As we reflect on Jesus’
statement to Pilate, we are reminded that following him requires a commitment to justice, humility,
and the pursuit of truth. How do our lives reflect the priorities of Christ’s kingdom rather than the
values of this world? How might we bear witness to the truth of Christ in a way that brings hope and
healing to others?

AT HOME PRAYERS: Morning — Lord Jesus, king of truth and love, guide my heart today to seek
your kingdom above all else. Help me to live with integrity, to reflect your truth, and to share your love
in all I do, through all that | am, according to your holy rule of truth, justice and love. In the power of
your name, | pray. Amen

Evening — Lord Jesus, as this day ends, | thank you for being my true king and guiding me in your
truth. Help me to rest this night in your peace and to arise tomorrow, ready to serve your kingdom
with justice, courage and love. In the peace of your presence, | pray. Amen.

TrPTEreETrrTeETTrw


http://www.epiphanysudbury.org/
mailto:info@epiphanysudbury.org

COVID CASES ARE RISING AGAIN - If you are not feeling well, or have any ill symptoms such as
coughing, fever, fatigue, or a sore throat, please stay home and join us for the worship services that
will be offered online. We are delighted to welcome you online if you are not able to join us in person.
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THIS SUNDAY: the lovely flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and
in loving memory of Al Chmilar, given by his wife, Gwen Chmilar; and as she
honours with the love and thanksgiving, her wedding anniversary with her late,
beloved husband. Let us please all hold Gwen in our prayers at this time.
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NATIONAL HOUSING DAY: Did you know
that November 22" has been designated as
National Housing Day in Canada? This day
invites all of us to reflect on the essential truth
that housing is not a privilege, but a
fundamental human right. Every person,
regardless of their background or
circumstances, deserves a safe and stable . : .
place to call home. In a world where so many Housmg Isa Human nght
still struggle with homelessness and
inadequate living conditions, we are reminded
of our shared responsibility to advocate for those without the security of shelter; especially for those
who are homeless in Greater Sudbury. Housing is more than just bricks and mortar; it is the
foundation of dignity, health, and community. May we work together toward a future where every
individual has access to the basic human right of a home.

Let us pray,

Gracious God, we come before you today with hearts full of hope and compassion, lifting up
those who are without stable housing. We thank you for the gift of shelter and the promise
that all people are deserving of a safe and secure place to live. On this National Housing Day,
inspire us to act boldly in the pursuit of justice, that all may know the peace and security of a
home. Strengthen our commitment to advocate for policies that ensure housing is recognized
as a human right. May your love guide us in our work for a world where every person has the
dignity of a place to call their own. In your holy name, we pray. Amen.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! EPIPHANY’S ANNUAL WHITE GIFT SUNDAY IS SET FOR
DECEMBER 1, 2024: The First Sunday of Advent has traditionally been known as White Gift Sunday.

For many years now, we have collected items for Christmas bags that were given to the youth at
SACY — (the Sudbury Action Centre for Youth).

A New Initiative Unfortunately, SACY has had to close its doors. As we
learned at Epiphany’s Lunch and Learn last Sunday,
fO?’ through the presentation by Amanda from The Hub,

. . (located at the YMCA and serving youth between the ages
Whlte Gl,ﬁ Sunday! of 12 and 25), many of those youth now go there. The
suggestion was made that gift cards in small amounts from
various places like Walmart, Giant Tiger, Basics,
Dollarama, would allow the recipients to make their own
choices rather than be supplied with the items we provide—
and that makes sense! We also learned that on December
4th, the Sudbury Youth Wellness Hub will be holding a
warm clothing fair where the participants can take what
they need. We recognize that some of you may already be
collecting toques, socks, mitts, and the like. Therefore,
Epiphany’s Outreach Group would like to propose the
following for this year’s White Gift Sunday - Either a
monetary donation be offered in a white envelope that can
be used towards the purchase of gift cards for the youth at the Hub; and/or that hats, mitts, scarves,
blankets, and other warm clothing items be given to the Hub’s Warm Clothing Fair. In whatever way
you choose to give, together we will be serving youth who are in need of our care, compassion and




generosity. If you have any concerns or questions please speak with Carrie in the church office, or
please contact Linda -705 618 9208; or Mary — 705 690 2625. Thank You!
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THANK YOU: to Everyone who serves in Epiphany’s Outreach Group, and

any others who gave of their thoughtful minds, loving hearts and helpful

hands in order to provide last Sunday’s excellent Lunch and Learn that T n - K* x
HAN

featured Amanda from the Sudbury Youth Wellness Hub. It was excellent!
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OUTREACH PROJECT TO SUPPORT A DOWNTOWN SCHOOL: The * x
Church of the Epiphany was recently approached through email by a

Sudbury Secondary School teacher and the Principal for some support for a

Christmas Project.

Principal Heather Downey writes:

"... the staff at Sudbury Secondary School are concerned that many of our students will not have the
opportunity to experience a traditional family meal or have the necessities needed to get them
through the holiday season.

This year, Sudbury Secondary School is hoping to provide our most in need students and families
with a small gift basket before they head out for the holidays. We hope to provide a grocery store gift
card as well as some toiletries and warm winter items such as hats, mitts and socks. We are asking
for assistance in the form of a financial donation in order to ensure that our vision will continue to
become a reality for our deserving students. "

This initiative would enable the Church of the Epiphany to support a downtown school and has the
potential to create upstream benefits for youth and their families and the community. If you would like
to support this worthwhile endeavour, after church an Outreach member will be outside the office for
the next two Sundays with a donation box. Also you can put a cash or cheque donation in an
envelope clearly marked SSS Christmas Project. Cheques are to be made out to Rainbow District
School Board. If a tax receipt is requested, please indicate and provide your name and full address so
a receipt can be issued. All donations are to be collected by Sunday November 24.
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A NOTE FROM REV. ELIZABETH

To be Citizens of Christ’s Kingdom
Dear Friends in Christ,

As we approach this Sunday and our celebration of the Reign of Christ, we likewise are nearing the
end of this liturgical year. Next Sunday begins a new year in the Church, marked by the First Sunday
in Advent. Does that matter? If so, how so? And if not, why not? In the gospel scene for this Sunday,
Jesus stands before Pilate who questions Jesus about his kingship. In response to Pilate’s
interrogation, Jesus states that his “kingdom is not of this world.” He is not at all interested in the
power struggles that dominate earthly kingdoms; instead, Jesus boldly speaks of a kingdom built on
the divine powers of truth, justice and love. On trial before
Pilate, Jesus challenges us to reconsider what "power"
really means in our lives. In this time of struggle or
uncertainty, we may feel like our world is falling apart,
that our community is fractured, and that our faith is
severely being tested. Yet Jesus reminds us that his reign
isn’t about external circumstances, financial gain, or
worldly control; it’s about truth that changes hearts, peace
that transcends fear, and hope that persists even when
everything else seems broken.

As we face our own challenges, both as individuals and
as a congregation, Jesus calls us to ask ourselves, what
kind of kingdom are we living for? Are we caught up in
the power struggles and anxieties of this world, or are we
willing to live in the truth of God’s kingdom, which is

JOHN 18:36




already among us in the person of Christ Jesus? As we begin to prepare for this new season of
Advent, we are called not just to wait for Messiah’s birth, but to live as though the Reign of Christ is
already here— transforming us, and through us, transforming the world around us. Between this
Sunday and next, perhaps we would do well to ask ourselves and one another to ponder certain
guestions in relation to our understanding of power; questions, such as: What does it mean for us as
a congregation to live as citizens of Jesus’ kingdom in the midst of our struggles? How might we let
go of worldly notions of power and control in order to embrace the truth, peace, and love that Jesus
offers? What would it look like if we allowed Jesus' kingdom to reshape how we respond to our own
troubles and uncertainties, both individually and as a community of faith.?

As we will soon enter into the season of Advent, | pray we will remember that the Reign of Christ is
not a distant hope but a very real and present reality, calling us to prepare our hearts to welcome the
Messiah who comes to bring peace, justice, and light into our world — and into our church. May this
Advent awaken in us a deeper longing for Christ’s kingdom, transforming our waiting into active faith
and hope, and with nothing other than the power of Love.

Yours Faithfully,
Elizabeth+
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FAIR TRADE COFFEEE: If anyone is interested in purchasing fair trade coffee, please advise Mary
Donato or the church office. It will only be ordered if there is sufficient interest. Ground and bean
coffees are available from many different countries such as Peru, Guatemala, Mexico, Colombia,
Ecuador. Decaf, in both ground and bean form, is available but is only ordered on request. All profit
goes to support Alongside Hope (formerly Primate's World Relief and Development Fund).
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GIFTS OF STORY & SONG: Some members from Epiphany are taking part in Gifts of Story & Song
at the Church of the Ascension on Sunday December 1%t. Ticket information and other details are
provided in the poster below:
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For tickets please contact ~
Kath Greenidge — email k.greenidge @sympatico.ca or 705-560-5069

Church of the Ascension - email ascension@vianet.ca or 705-566-2790



ANOTHER EPIPHANY CONCERT SERIES CONCERT:

THE CHURCH OF
EPIPHANY PRESENTS

THE MUSICIAN’S OF TODAY AND STARS OF

TOMORROW FEATURING SONGS FOR THE SEASON.

Date & Time: Saturday,
December 7th at 2pm
Location: Church of the
Epiphany, 85 Larch St.

Free will offering to the Church of
the Epiphany may be made at the
door of the event.




Welcome to Our World

The Sudbury Chamber Singers
50th Anniversary Christmas Concerts
50 years of holiday favourites

Dec 20 (Fri), 7:00 p.m.
Dec 21 (Sat), 2:00 p.m.

The Church of the Epiphany
85 Larch St. Sudbury

Tickets, $20
Reservations: tine@snolab.ca
705-561-8431
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Collaborative pianist: Dam
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LET US PRAY

FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH FAMILY: Phyllis Griffith; Ralph Mounter; Bill and Darlene

McKetsy; Margaret Klassen; Linda Goodale; Lenard and Donna Punstel

FOR THOSE IN NEED: Terry; Sheila; William; Myrna; Maybourne; Karen and Corrine; Joanne;
Frances; Pat; Carol, Bob and Riley; Nick and Ellen; Marg.
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Watch us LIVE on Sunday Mornings at 10:30 at
www.epiphanysudbury.org/our-services

Announcements for ETW should be sent to etw@epiphanysudbury.org by
NOON each Thursday.

Donate Online: You can make a donation to the Epiphany, via PayPal, by
clicking the “Donate Now” button at the top or bottom of each page on our
website.
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