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e ko % WORSHIP FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF
i ol EASTER ~ MAY 5%, 2024 ~

. 8:30am — Said Traditional Service with Holy

~ Communion (BCP)

P

~ 10:30am — Main Worship Service with music
—'QI}O?I Elrglor’her' and Holy Eucharist (BAS).

s
READINGS FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF

> ﬁ -‘ l\
' m Q.‘ EASTER: Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; James
L 2. 21417 John 15:9-17

SUMMARY OF READINGS: As evident in the story from Acts, for the Gentiles to receive the Holy
Spirit meant their full inclusion within the messianic community. The joyous mood of celebration in the
98" Psalm is closely related to God’s vindication before the nations. The Letter of James cautions the
Church that faith, without works, is dead. The Gospel story is a continuation of Jesus’ teaching about
the vine and the branches, with the explicit call for the disciples to love each other and all people, as
Jesus has loved them.

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: Jesus speaks of his extreme love for us, calls us friends, and says
that he makes known to us everything that he hears from God. How does thinking of Christ as our
friend and lover — or Lord and Teacher — affect our daily living?

AT HOME PRAYERS: Morning — Creator God, | begin today breathing in your love for me, for
others, and for our world. Keep me mindful of all the marvelous things you are doing around or in me
today. Help me feel my friendship with Jesus and his confidence in me. Maintain in my heart the
image of myself as a tree, bearing the fruit of Christ’s love everywhere | go today. In his loving name,
| pray. Amen.

Evening — Lord God, you are both judge and friend. Even as | review my day, | give it over to you. |
let go of the good, the bad, and the in-between, trusting in your care for me. | am content this night to
abide in your love. | breathe in your joy and your peace. Whatever | need, | ask of you in Jesus’
name. Good night, Lord. Amen.

TrTTTTTTTTTTTT

PLEASE REMEMBER - If you are not feeling well, or have any ill symptoms such as coughing, fever,
fatigue, or a sore throat, please stay home and join us for the worship services that will be offered
online. We are delighted to welcome you online if you are not able to join us in person.

TTEETTTTTTTTT T

WORSHIP IN HOMELESSNESS AWARENESS WEEK: In
keeping with Homelessness Week in the Diocese of Algoma,
there will be a special service of worship offered at the Church
of the Epiphany on Sunday, May 5" at 10:30am. Please be
sure to invite your friends and neighbours. This service is
being created with the Homelessness Crisis in mind. May our
worship do justice.

TUrTTrTTTTTTTTw



http://www.epiphanysudbury.org/
mailto:info@epiphanysudbury.org

DONATE TOILETRIES - HELPING THE HOMELESS THROUGH
SUDBURY OUTREACH SUPPORT:

On Sunday May 5™, everyone is welcome and encouraged to bring
a small donation of fresh, or unused/unopened toiletries to church.

fRN

Needed items include baby shampoo, feminine hygiene products,
combs, toothbrushes, toothpaste and body lotion. Though it may
not seem like much, a little goes a long way.

3 , ‘ »= On Sunday May 5, let's show our love to those in need by both
praying and caring for them through what we do and give. Thank You.

TrPTTrETTTTTTTTw

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR JUDITH GRIEVE — LONG TIME, FAITHFUL FRIEND AND MEMBER
OF THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY: On Saturday May 4™ at 11am there will be a Memorial
Service in celebration of the life and memory of Judith Grieve. It was very important to Judith, and
likewise to her family now, that this be a “joyful” celebration. As part of Judith’s last wishes, she
has asked that any one who plans to attend her service, to please wear “bright, happy, joyful
colours — anything but black.” With joy in our hearts, and with bright colours on our backs, let’s
give joyful thanks to God for all Judith has meant to her Epiphany Church Family.

TrPTEreETTTTrTTTw

OVERVIEW OF REV. ELIZABETH’S SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 5"

This week Rev. Elizabeth will be away for some spiritual rest and renewal as she participates in the
Algoma Clergy Retreat. Rev. Norm will also be away for the Clergy Retreat. In the event of a Pastoral
Emergency, please contact either Barb Bolton, or Carrie in the Church Office

Please be assured that if you need to speak with Rev. Elizabeth or schedule a visit for any reason,

please email her at greenepiphanypriest@gmail.com or leave a telephone message for her at the
church office. Thank You

TrPTETreETrrTeETTrw

A NOTE FROM OUR RESIDENT GREEN THUMB: The spider plant in the
breezeway to the nave needs to be restarted. | intend to do this within the next few
weeks. If you are interested in any of the spiderettes (baby plantlets) please feel
free to take one, or two. They root easily in water or wet soil. ~ Christine Osmond

TrTTrrTTTTTT VTV

THE DIOCESEOF ALGOMA JOINS SAY YES!
ANG L I( AN TO KIDS: The Anglican Foundation of Canada
Q writes on their Facebook page: Today we

FOUNDATION OF CANADA welcome the Anglican
Diocese of Algoma to the

2024 Say Yes! To Kids campaign. This year the diocese is raising funds to
support bursaries at its three summer camps: Camp Gitchigomee, Camp
Temiskaming and Camp Manitou. All three camps share the value of reducing
or eliminating financial barriers to attending camp. To make a donation to the
Algoma Says YES! To Camping Ministry team visit
https://www.canadahelps.org/s/6z6uSv

TrPTTrETTTTTTTTw

GET-TOGETHER WITH LINC STUDENTS: will take place Friday, May 10, 2024 at 11:15 in the
Phoenix hall. Please join us as we welcome these students who attend the Language [nstruction for
New Comers program in our church. This is an event so worth attending. The students look forward
to having the chance to practice their English language skills, and it is a great opportunity to learn
about their countries of origin and their experiences in Canada.

If joining us, we ask that, if you are able, bring something to share e.g. cookies, muffins, cheese and
crackers, fruit.

For more information, speak to Mary Donato or call the church office.



mailto:greenepiphanypriest@gmail.com
https://www.canadahelps.org/s/6z6uSv

A NOTE FROM REV. ELIZABETH

Pray the Questions in Hope

I'm feeling an increasing amount of negativity in the church these days, Elizabeth. Hearing those
words spoken to me recently during a pastoral visit, was like being hit in the face with an icy snowball.
After recovering from the sudden, frosty impact of hearing those words, | needed catch my breath and
give my head a shake. Oh Dear, | thought to myself, there it is, that dreaded “N word” that every
priest and pastor hopes to never hear; even as | know that expressed feelings of negativity can never
be avoided.

| have never known a church community that was purely without its negative side. No person, family,
organization, institution, or local church community can be one hundred percent positive one hundred
precent of the time. Being part of a Christian community is at once a gift and a blessing. It is a place
of friendship, fun, faith, and love. It is where we come to worship and to experience the presence of
God. Yet, at the same time, being part of a Christian community is being part of a community that is
ever challenged, conflicted, uncertain, and even scared.

Being the human creatures that we are, God does not expect us to be either all negative or all
positive. We must strive for a healthy balance between the two. Unfortunately, there are Christian
people who have a difficult time seeing the good and the positive. This is often the case when they
perceive that even the slightest change in the church as a threat to that community’s identity or to its
very existence. These people look at the church through the lens of negativity. Thus, they will only
see decline, despair, doom and gloom.

Others, on the other hand, might choose to see through the lens of positivity. From that perspective,
these people might see fresh, new opportunities. They are open to exploring new possibilities for
finding ways to live faithfully and courageously, and to be and become the church in new ways.

Whatever your point of view may be, at any given time, the fact remains that a church community, like
the Church of the Epiphany, is only as relevant, faithful, positive and strong as the people who make
up that church, and who intentionally choose to do so.

Why? Because being part of a church community means

6 Observatlons that we each have a choice to make. You can be part of
About Negativitv helping the church be a body that glorifies God now, in

this present time, amidst all the changes and challenges
happening within and around us. You can prayerfully
and intentionally look for ways to put the Gospel into
Negativity is contagious. action outside, beyond the church walls You can help
Negativity is a product of short-sightedness. Make the church be a place that lifts up the name of
Jesus and is a credit to that Name. Or you can choose
to be the kind of person who spreads your unhappiness,
Negativity breeds contempt and hatred. disgruntlement, gossip, dissatisfaction, and/or
disenchantment to anyone who will listen.

Negativity stems from a lack of faith.

Negativity is a product of spiritual laziness.

Negativity is overcome by a different spirit.

If we are honest with ourselves, with others, and with God, we
know there is only one correct, God-affirming choice — only
one choice that will help our church. My question to you, and to
all of us all is, what choice will you make? What choice will we
make?

Will negativity be your choice? Will you continually say to
yourself and to others, I'm not happy in my church. And | don’t negative words and

feel that we’re growing. |MAG|N|NG

negative outcomes

If that's how you feel, here are some questions that | hope we .
to our circumstances.

will all prayerfully consider and reflection upon.

o Does your church lift up the name of Jesus? Do you lift up the name of Jesus?
o Does your church hold fast to all that Jesus teaches in the Gospel? If not, why not?



o How committed are you to spiritual growth in your life? None of us can outsource our ‘push-
ups’, so to speak. We all must be about doing the work of prayer, of justice, and of welcoming
all people. We must be bold enough to participate in the story of the Resurrection. We must do
this. None of us can just attend on Sundays and expect the church to “grow” in the way that
you think it should. It doesn’t work that way. The Holy Spirit of God has other plans.

o How often do you pray for your church? How often do you pray for your priest and church
leaders? for the ministries of your church? for members in the church who you know have
needs? for the members in the church who you don’t like, or disagree with?

o Do you dwell on the church’s troubles and problems or do you share in the church’s blessings
and benefits?

o Do you genuinely and truly love all the people in your church? Do they know you love them? If

not, why not?

Do you serve in your church as much as you’re able?

How much encouragement (or discouragement) do you spread in your church?

Are you a true agent of Christian Unity or do you generate brokenness and division?

Do you resist change and see nothing but doom and gloom? Or are you willing in help the

church search to find its way in the hope and promise of the Resurrection, which is the way

that leads to new life?

o O O O

May God uphold and guide us all in earnest, as we live and pray these questions, now and in the
days and weeks to come.

Yours in Christ,
Elizabeth+

TrTTrrTTTTTT VTV

CONGRATULATIONS ARCHBISHOP ANNE!!: Trinity College will confer a Doctor of Divinity

(honoris causa) upon The Most Rev'd Anne Germond in recognition of her significant leadership
across a substantial part of the Province of Ontario as the first woman to hold the role of Metropolitan
of the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario. Archbishop Germond is also being recognized for her work
as Archbishop of Algoma and Archbishop of Moosonee and for her service as the Bishop for the
Diocese of Moosonee; in particular her work with the numerous Indigenous communities across
northern Ontario and northwestern Quebec in this diocese.

(Image: The picture behind
the Archbishop Germond is
the Tree of Life by local
Indigenous Ojibway artist
Blake Debassige. The
original hangs in the
Anishnabe Spiritual Centre in
Espanola. Photo by Dr. Colin
Germond)

(Photo and text are taken
from Trinity’s website: found
here)

TTrTPTTTTETTTTTT

LOOKING AHEAD:

’On Sunday May 12, which is also Mother’s Day,

our 10:30am worship celebration will include the
Blessing of Prayer Shawils.

‘The Church of the Epiphany will be creating a new Photo Directory this fall;

our last one was done in 2017. Photo dates are booked for early October. Putting together a photo
directory requires the good and caring help of some faithful volunteers to assist in coordinating details
in advance and on photography days. If you are able to help with this upcoming ministry, please
speak with Deputy Rector’s Warden, Marion Collinson. Thank You.


https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/about-the-diocese-of-agloma/about-the-archbishop/
https://www.moosoneeanglican.ca/bishop/
https://www.moosoneeanglican.ca/bishop/
https://www.trinity.utoronto.ca/discover/news/item/faculty-of-divinity-convocation-2024/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2cDmjWMpB44BQRoysoVSnLsKIhoWFffRcbExLou6AEDgDFcNOAlRhz_1I_aem_ARf-iLoIHoo_PgcMPuU47Q57_TNQIHpEazntCmm9mwtONwekbA8h5AN_NCt96wVFO2kh62l0Gh7qkIorlnQ9cpUz
https://www.trinity.utoronto.ca/discover/news/item/faculty-of-divinity-convocation-2024/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2cDmjWMpB44BQRoysoVSnLsKIhoWFffRcbExLou6AEDgDFcNOAlRhz_1I_aem_ARf-iLoIHoo_PgcMPuU47Q57_TNQIHpEazntCmm9mwtONwekbA8h5AN_NCt96wVFO2kh62l0Gh7qkIorlnQ9cpUz

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED: Our roster of Coffee Hour Hosts has dwindled to just a few
members. We need to bolster our roster so that those who have already volunteered are not “on”
every month. We do have a dishwasher in the Algoma Room Kitchenette so clean up is not onerous.
Please speak to Carrie Leatherdale if you would like to be part of this hospitality ministry.

TPTTrTTTTrrTT

LET US PRAY

FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH FAMILY: Wayne and Kay Jermyn; Dave Tate; Beulah Hester;
Chantal McFadden; Norm and Shirley Labelle; Lenard and Donna Punstel.

FOR THOSE IN NEED: Sheila; Marie; William; Tim; Jean; Pat; Nick and Ellen; John, Carolyn, John
and Andrew; Margaret; Karen and Corrine; Della and Sandra; Frances; Monique; Carol, Bob and
Riley; Maybourne.

TrTTTTTTTTTTTT

Watch us LIVE on Sunday Mornings at 10:30 at www.epiphanysudbury.org/our-services

Announcements for ETW should be sent to etw@epiphanysudbury.org by NOON each Thursday.

Donate Online: You can make a donation to the Epiphany, via PayPal, by clicking the “Donate Now”
button at the top or bottom of each page on our website.
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