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WORSHIP CELEBRATION FOR THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST ~ SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2023 ~

]ESUS SAID "THE

8:30am — Traditional Said Service of Holy Communion (BCP)
e 10:30am — Main Worship Service with music and Holy Eucharist.
% READINGS FOR THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER

PENTECOST: Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew
22:1-14

: ta ) SUMMARY OF READINGS: From the prophet Isaiah we hear a
~ _AKINGWHO B song of thanksgiving for the final victory of God. Reassurance of

PF@EPKI?ED A GREAT God’s care for the poor and needy is also heard in the 23" Psalm. In

Lo, b B his letter to the ancient church in Philippi Paul teaches the
WEID;DIN'GBJ\NQUET importance of celebrating the nearness of God and the reassuring
nature of God’s peace. In the gospel story, Jesus tells the parable of the wedding banquet in which
the host’s invitation is refused by the invited guests and is thus extended to a wider, more receptive
audience.

QUESTION(S) FOR REFLECTION: Where has your trust in God wavered or broken down? What
would it take for that trust to be restored? When have you experienced the peace of God, which
passes understanding?

AT HOME PRAYERS: Morning - Holy God, you are light, and in you there is no darkness at all. Shift
my focus today from whatever is false to that which is true; whatever is vulgar to that which is
honourable; from whatever is corrupt to that which is just; from whatever is inauthentic to that which is
pure; from whatever is detestable to that which is pleasing; from whatever is insignificant to that which
is commendable; that | may live by your light. Through Christ Jesus | pray. Amen.

Evening — Creator God, your love is steadfast and enduring. May your peace which surpasses all
understanding, hem me in, behind and before, as | lie down to rest. In the peace of Christ | pray.

Amen.
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In care and consideration for all, if you are not feeling well, or have any ill symptoms such as
coughing, fever, fatigue, or a sore throat, please stay home and join us for the worship
services that are offered online. We are delighted to welcome you online if you are
not able to join us in person. Thank you.
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REV. ELIZABETH’S “DROP IN” OFFICE HOURS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 8:

Wednesday October 18" Noon-2pm Thursday October 19" — 10am-1pm
As always, if you would like to schedule a meeting or a visit with Rev. Elizabeth at any time, please

email her at greenepiphanypriest@gmail.com or leave a telephone message for her at the church
office (705-675-2279 ext. 3). Thank You.
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LUNCH & LEARN: follows our 10:30 service this Sunday morning. Our speaker is RJ Landry from
Reseau Access Network. RJ will speak about the harm reduction efforts in the Sudbury area and the
many issues related to this. Lunch is a freewill donation to the Outreach Team.

Volunteers are needed for setting up the tables on Saturday October 14" at 1pm. Volunteers are also
required for the table take down and clean up afterwards.

Another pot of soup would be welcome too, please contact Mary Donato.

TreTTTTEVTTTTT

THANK YOU!: to everyone who contributed to our beautiful
Thanksgiving decorations last Sunday when we celebrated Harvest
Thanksgiving. It was wonderful to see the sanctuary looking so
beautiful and bountiful. Well Done!
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A KITCHEN MYSTERY NEEDS TO BE SOLVED. A pile of large
square pieces of fleece, with many white snowflakes on a blue
background, has disappeared from the Phoenix Hall kitchen over the
summer. These pieces have versatile uses. They are used to keep
food warm when oven space is limited and are also used under the
racks when they are removed from the dishwasher to allow them to
air dry. If you know the whereabouts of these pieces of fleece
material, please let Evelyn Fillier know ASAP.
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A NOTE FROM REVEREND ELIZABETH

A Note of Thanks
from Rev. Elizabeth

Dear Friends in Christ,

Since the time when my husband Kevin and | first moved to Sudbury in 2020, we have all collectively
witnessed two brutal wars. First it was Putin’s war against Ukraine; now it is the war between Israel
and Hamas. All war is awful. It is wrong and extremely painful for all the innocent victims who are
tragically caught in the crossfire. As you know, | was set to fly from Toronto to Tel Aviv on Monday of
this week. | was all ready to embark on an incredible pilgrimage course offered through St. George’s
College in Jerusalem. But now with this latest surge of violence and brutality that is enfolding before
us in Israel and Gaza, all my plans have been cancelled. Instead, | will soon be traveling to Montreal
for a much-needed spiritual retreat. Since last Saturday, several of you in the parish have graciously
reached out to me with words of care, comfort and compassion, knowing how deeply | am feeling the
pains of this particular war, my overwhelming concern for so many civilians living in Gaza, and the
abrupt cancellation and loss of my trip; a trip that | have been looking forward to for over a year. To all
of you who reached out, | am so very thankful.

During this past week | have been struggling to find

the words that best convey how | have been

feeling. Below is a reflection that was recently

written by Alex Neve. Alex is the former Secretary 0 Ny

General at Amnesty International Canada; he now e’

serves as an adjunct professor of International

Human Rights Law at the University of Ottawa. In

the spirit of peace, | share his reflection with you
and ask that we all pray that the peace of Christ will
soon prevail everywhere throughout our deeply
troubled and broken world.

Yours Faithfully,
Elizabeth+




A Reflection on the War — by Professor Alex Neve

| am not Palestinian, nor Jewish. | have no family in Israel or Gaza, though | have many friends &
colleagues who do. These last few days, in Israel & in Gaza, are beyond those two worlds alone. It is
about humanity. And humanity’s heart breaks. Mine certainly does.

My heart breaks for those who have lost loved ones in the horrifying attacks unleashed by Hamas, for
the 260+ people massacred at the Nova music festival, the hundreds of other Israelis who have been
killed, and all those taken hostage.

My heart breaks for the cruel, violent toll of the Gaza blockade, of Israeli apartheid, of imprisoned
Palestinian children, illegal settlements and 1000’s of Palestinians who have been killed in years of
IDF military barrages, so many now that it is easy to lose count.

My human rights heart is outraged by the brutality of this Hamas attack, and the years of murder, war
crimes and crimes against humanity that have ripped apart so many Israeli lives and for which there
must be accountability.

My human rights heart is outraged by the news that Israeli authorities are poised to unleash a
blatantly unlawful destructive ‘complete siege’ of Gaza, an imprisoned home to 2 million of whom are
children, who have nowhere to flee.

There are many truths in Gaza, Israel & the West Bank. One truth does not deny another. They are
truths that stand alongside each other. They are truths that must be heard & understood equally.
These truths are not to be followed by ‘but’, yet they always are.

It is true that the toll of Palestinian suffering over 50+ years has been immeasurably cruel & violent,
the means of repression harsh & deliberate, and the insidious apartheid that now governs is an
affront to international law.

It is true that Israel, surrounded by enemies & faced with constant threats to the country’s existence &
its people’s very survival, deserves true safety & lasting peace & security.

It is true that Palestinians live the cruel sting of dispossession & Islamophobia, and Jews the brunt of
centuries of dispossession & vicious anti-Semitism. Truths that should unite, not divide.

It is true that a life is a life, a child is a child, a death is a death, and a people is a people. None matter
more than others.

Yet it is true also that everyday Palestinians in Gaza & the West Bank are told their lives matter less.
Nothing says that more starkly than the bombs, walls, laws & prisons they have faced for decades.
That has too often been reinforced by my own country’s polices.

What absolutely must be true is that this cannot continue. That has always been true, but perhaps
never truer. The response to horrifying & illegal Hamas attacks cannot lie in horrifying & illegal
bombardment of Gaza, leading to more attacks & more bombardment. That is not where truth has its
home.

| am not Palestinian, nor Jewish. But today | am Palestinian and Jewish. | am every Palestinian who
demands freedom and every Jew who demands safety. And | reject anything that denies those truths.
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A0\ Maison | A NOTE FROM REV. NORM
[0 e

Are you someone who wants to learn more about death & dying?

Dear Friends,

Do you have a life-limiting illness or are you caring for someone who does?

Are you a health care professional supporting people at end-of-life? Maison MCCU"OCh HOSpice iS hOSting an
"Education Day" which will take place at the
"UNITED STEELWORKERS' HALL", Sudbury
WHEN: Wednesday, Nov. 1+ SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKERS on NOVEMBER 1%t. This Education Day is meant
Miilintevicw for caregivers of people who are at end-of-life or

for those who anticipate that role in the future as
well as for people who themselves might be living
with a life limiting illness. The objective is to
OTHER TOPICS WILL INCLUDE: provide information and tools that will help
« Advance Care Planning (ACP), Pl th 0w ST individuals navigate and to prepare for this

+ 2e Dr. Samantha Winemaker, MD . . . X . .
f;:m‘f:df::::t':“:;mw challenging time in one's life. Please speak with

WHERE: United Steelworkers

Hall - 66 Brady St., Sudbury

TIME: 10:30 am to 4:30 pm

o Sl Soomriion Ehem - —— me if you would like to attend, or if you need more
5 . !:!-,ﬁ.ﬁ book will be given to the information.
¢ Personal Care “How-To’s” | first 200 registrants!

Cheers and Blessings,

Admission is FREE! All are WELCOME! Rev. Norm

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED BY FRIDAY, OCT. 13th
Go to maisonsudburyhospice.org/events or call 705-674-9252, ext. 222
Free lunch available to registrants.
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LET US PRAY

FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH FAMILY: Mary and Gilles Tessier; Gwen Thom; Antonia Costa
Bannya and Edward Roy; Sandra Seniuk; Peter and Nancy Williams.

FOR THOSE IN NEED: Russel, Donna, Paula, Lori and Gordon; Dorothy; William; Jean; Pat; Nick
and Ellen; John and Judith; Karen and Corrine; Della and Sandra; Frances; Monique.
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Watch us LIVE on Sunday Mornings at www.epiphanysudbury.org/our-services

Announcements for ETW should be sent to etw@epiphanysudbury.org by NOON each Thursday.

<
~

For Jesus, there are ne countries
to be conquered, no ideologies

to be imposed, no people
to be dominated. There are only
children, women, and men to be loved.

- Henri Nouwen
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