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June 30 - July 6, 2023
Church of the Epiphany ~ 85 Larch St. Sudbury, Ontario ~ P3E 1B8

www.epiphanysudbury.org 705-675-2279 info@epiphanysudbury.org

WORSHIP CELEBRATION FOR THE FIFTH
SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST ~ SUNDAY,
JULY 2n 2023

A’ A Simple Cup 10:30am — Service of the Word with music.
I ofWater READINGS FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST: Jeremiah 28:5-9; Psalm 89:1-4,
W 15-18; Romans 6:12-2; Matthew 10:40-42

AT HOME PRAYERS:

Morning — God, we give you sincere thanks for
the rest of the past night and the gift of a new day, with its opportunities to serve you. Grant that we
may so pass its hours in the perfect freedom of your service, that in the evening, we may again give
you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN

Source: Daybreak Office of the Eastern Church via christianity.com

Evening — Heavenly Father, my day is drawing to an end, and I'm ready to turn in. But before | do, |
have to thank you for your faithfulness today. It's always a good day, even when things may not go
the way | plan, or when the world seems in chaos because you are in control. For all the times when |
was aware of your help today, all the times when your unseen presence seemed so near, thank you,
God. But for all the ways you worked behind the scenes, unknown to me, moments when heaven-

sent angels moved on my behalf in ways I'll never know, thank you for those also, Lord. AMEN.
~ Rebecca Barlow Jordan from crosswalk.com

TrTPTTTTTTTTTTT

In care and consideration for all, if you are not feeling well, or have any ill symptoms such as
coughing, fever, fatigue, or a sore throat, please stay home and join us for the worship
services that are offered online. We are delighted to welcome you online if you are not able to
join us in person. Thank you.

TrPTEreETTTTrTTTw

REV. ELIZABETH’S “DROP IN” OFFICE HOURS:

Due to her schedule, Rev. Elizabeth will not be holding “Drop In” Office Hours until the Week of July
gth,

If you would like to schedule a meeting or a visit with Rev. Elizabeth at any time, please email her at
greenepiphanypriest@gmail.com or leave a telephone message for her at the church office (705-
675-2279 ext. 3). Thank You.

TPTTTTTTTTT VTV

THANK YOU!!: The Wardens are always
grateful for all the work the members of the
Epiphany put into the parish to keep it running
smoothly.

Whether it is as part of our Worship, as a
member of Chancel Guild, a Lay Reader, in the
Choir etc. Maybe it’s helping with our other
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ministries and events such as the Out of the Cold Dinners, the Book Sale, or “behind the scenes”’,
looking after the gardens and property, helping with other repairs etc. The list goes on...

The Provincial Government has a program called the Ontario Volunteer Service Awards that
recognizes volunteers for providing committed and dedicated service to an organization. Adults are
recognized by the length of time they've volunteered with one organization, ranging from five to 65
years of continuous service. Youth (24 years old and under) are recognized for two or more years of
continuous service.

Over the last few years, with the assistance of Jane Kivisto, we have quietly nominated several of you
for this award. The following people have received an award for 15 or 20 years of volunteering with
the Church of the Epiphany:

2019 - Barb & Robin Bolton, Peter Varpio, Phyllis Griffith, Bill Heathcote and Dorothy Larsen

2020 - Christine & Lee Osmond. Sue & Tom Moland, Gilles Tessier, Norm Labelle and Samuel Fritz
and Kahlan Kivisto in the youth category.

2022 - Norm Blanchard, Marion Collinson, Kym Marsh, Mary Donato, Nora O'Neill, Evelyn Fillier

Later this summer/early fall, Ruth Amyot, Hoi Cheu, Marilyn & Rick Collinson, Ruth Corston and
Catherine Rousell will receive 20-year awards at the local ceremony.

TrTEreTTTTrTTTw

IMPORTANT UPDATES TO THE ARCHBISHOP’S VACCINE POLICY AND COVID-19 GUIDANCE:

Earlier this week the Diocese released new updates to the Archbishop’s Vaccine Policy and Covid-19
Guidelines.

In part the document reads as follows:

» The Diocese is lifting the COVID-19 vaccine mandate (2022-04), effective immediately. Those
people and ministries specified in the Archbishop’s vaccine policy are no longer required to provide
proof of vaccination.

» We continue to strongly recommend, for all persons, vaccination against COVID-19, including
continuing with all recommended booster shots. Vaccines have proven to be effective and safe, and
the bivalent vaccine continues to be effective in regard to the ongoing mutations of the Omicron
variant.

* Clergy, staff, and parishioners are urged to self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms and to stay home if
feeling unwell.

« Communion assistants must sanitize their hands before administering communion and should
consider being masked while distributing communion for their own protection and that of those they
serve.

* Intinction of the bread into the chalice by communicants is not permitted. If communicants
choose not to receive from the common cup, they can simply touch the base of the chalice instead of
taking a sip (this point was edited to reflect how communion is administered at Epiphany)

The whole document can be found by clicking here.

If you pick up a printed copy of ETW and would like to see the document, please see Marion in the
office on Sunday morning for a copy.

TrTPTTTTTTTTTTT

SSJD RENOVATION APPEAL: As an Associate of the Sisterhood of St. John the Divine and serving
as an Ambassador for the Sisters' Capital Campaign for the much-needed renewal of their Guest
House, lovingly referred to as "A Home for the Heart." On behalf of the Sisters, we are aiming to
raise over 4 million dollars over three years. | have stayed at the Guesthouse and perhaps you have
stayed there too in the past. If so, you know what a safe, comfortable and sacred place it is and can
continue to be for people in need of spiritual refreshment for many years to come. | have found this
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sacred place a warm, welcoming experience! The loving guidance of the Sisters, truly a Home with a
Heart!

It was a Lay person, Mother Hannah's vision in founding a religious community in 1884. We are called
to continue her vision.

Any and all gifts are appreciated and will go a long way to encouraging the Sisters in their ministry of
hospitality. Information about the campaign and the renovations to the Guest House are available on
the Sisterhood's website (https://ssjd.ca/capital-campaign-a-home-for-the-heart/)

As you pray in how to support the Sisters in their vision and the Renovations, | close with this prayer,
written by Sister Elizabeth. Reverend Mother.

Loving God who makes all things new, we give thanks for Mother Hannah's courage in starting a
religious community in Canada in 1884 and her vision of welcoming guests into our home with all the
"courtesy of love" to enjoy a space apart for rest, prayer and refreshment

In abiding commitment to this ministry of hospitality we pray for your blessing on the renewal of our
Guest House. We give thanks for all who are supporting us in this work.

May our Guest House continue to be an oasis, a "Home for the Heart" for many both now and in the
years to come. In Jesus' name we pray.

Thank you, Ruth Corston

TrPTTreTTTTrTTTw

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY FOCUSES ON CARING FOR CREATION: (by Katherine Quesnel)

Since the beginning of Lent, WBS focused on The Creation Care Bible Challenge, a series of 50 short
scripture selections related to God's Creation, and our care of it. These readings are accompanied by
reflections, composed by bishops, priests, and laypeople who are involved in social justice, eco-
justice, theology and science etc.

We spent Monday lunch hour between the end of February and the end of May reading, thinking,
praying and discussing our beautiful, life-sustaining planet and humanity's seeming disregard for the
needs of the earth and all who call it home.

There were several readings from Genesis, including readings from the creation story. These led us
to think about our relationship with other people, animals and plants, as well as our relationship with
their creator.

In Genesis1:26, we read that humanity was given “dominion” over the animals. We discussed what
that relationship should look like. We considered our society, with its factory farms and wasteful
harvesting, where people can pay to “hunt” exotic animals for trophies, and we clear cut our rain
forests. Society seems to see us as above the animals and plants; we can do whatever we want to
them without consideration. | .
Could this be the way it's meant to be?

We think not, as this leads to harm to all God's creatures,
including us! The animal kingdom is suffering. Numbers and
variety of birds are declining in our neighborhoods recently. Bee
populations have decreased, Fewer bees means fewer
pollinators, which has an effect on plant life. 4
Animals and plants are part of God's creation, just as we are. We " l
can remain aware that creation is a fragile living organism of
which we are only a small part, and care for it, or we can see it as a limitless resource for our use,
and damage or destroy it.

There were several readings highlighting nature and the beauty of creation (eg Job 38:1-21, Ps 95:1-
11). We were encouraged to think about times we felt close to God and many if not most of us see
God's reflection most vividly in nature. We shared many good memories of times spent admiring and
being a part of nature.

We talked about the existential crisis that is climate change and how it is affecting our ecosystem.
What can we do about it? What is our responsibility to our fellow humans, our fellow creatures, the
planet itself.

Again, if humanity were seen as just a part of creation, and not above it, we would have had more
care for our home and our fellow creatures.

What can we do? We are just a small group of people. We discussed some of the ways we try to “do
our part” for the environment. We reduce, reuse, recycle. We consider the amount of packaging on an
item and try to avoid excess waste. We compost, plant bee- and butterfly-friendly flowers.

But can one person or small group make a difference? It is corporations and big money that created
this mess, not only ravaging the land for profit, but taking advantage of poverty, exploiting our
brothers and sisters.
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This discussion left some of us feeling down and helpless about the whole subject, after all, there's
not much point complaining to each other about it. | know | feel hope when | hear positive stories.
about technological innovations dealing with climate change. There are companies capturing and
filtering CO2 from the atmosphere, some are creating vertical growing methods that use less water.
These sorts of innovations could make a real difference.

It makes me feel like something can be done, like we could do something. We decided we should
take some action.

We have begun a planter-garden on the balcony off the Algoma room to grow some vegetables of our
own. Any produce we obtain will be donated or sold, with any profit being donated for those in need.
Another action we are taking is sending a letter to all levels of government demanding tougher
legislation against littering. One of our concerns is the amount of garbage lying around our city. If
people are forced to dispose of their litter (and extra garbage) responsibly rather than making it
someone else's problem by throwing it in the bush, or on the side of the road, our immediate
environment will be more pleasant. The city should provide more garbage cans, especially downtown,
and pay more attention to overflowing garbage cans. People might be inclined to demand less
packaging if it costs them.

We realized through this study the importance of our role as stewards, caretakers of God's creation.
We promise each time we participate in a baptism to “strive to safeguard the integrity of God's
creation and respect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth.” We need to take that promise seriously.

TrTTTTTTTTT VTV

ETW TAKES A SUMMER BREAK: Please note that the last edition of our ETW before we break for
the summer will be issued on Friday, JULY 215, The first issue of the Fall will be the Friday after
Labour Day, September 8™. Any important or urgent information will be sent by e-mail during that

" PEPEETLERETLLE
LET AS PRAY

FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH FAMILY: We pray for our Clergy; Rev. Elizabeth our Inumbent
Priest, Rev. Norm our Deacon Associate and Rev. Rhonda or Honourary Associate:

Dear Heavenly Father,

We pray your blessings today on our ministers, priests, pastors, religious workers and members of
the clergy who spread the good news of Your love.

We thank You particularly for those whom we know personally who are near and dear to our hearts
for giving us their time and care to help us know You better.

We are grateful that our ministers, priests, pastors and religious workers obeyed the call to ministry
by answering “yes” to service in our world.

Grant them wisdom and love during the hours they spend counseling the hurting, visiting the sick,
guiding the Church and praying for the needs of many.

Empower them to speak your healing, life-giving words against despair and hopelessness.

We join many in commending our clergy members to you as we echo Your words, “Well done, good
and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of many things.
Come and share your master’s happiness!” (Matthew 25:23 NIV) AMEN.

(Edited, taken from https://www.prayerideas.org/prayer-for-our-ministers-and-clergy/

FOR THOSE IN NEED: William; Chip; Catherine and Don; Karl, Karen, Carrie, Samuel and Jesse;
Corrine; Frances; Steve; Jeremiah; Monique; Nick, Ellen, and George; Della; Sandra; John and

Judith.
TTrTTTTTTTrTrTTTT

Watch us LIVE on Sunday Mornings at www.epiphanysudbury.org/our-services

Announcements for ETW should be sent to etw@epiphanysudbury.org by NOON each Thursday.
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