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~ The Baptism of the Lord ~

8:30am — Traditional Said Service
BCP Holy Communion.

10:30am — Worship Celebration (BAS)
with Holy Eucharist

‘ Readings for Baptism of the Lord: Isaiah 42:1-9;
Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17.

Summary of Readings: The First Testament passage
from the Prophet Isaiah celebrates the bestowal of the
Spirit on God’s chosen one and upholds the
y designation and confirmation of the servant of God.
The 29" Psalm provides an excellent background
against which to interpret the heavenly voice
confirming the identity of Jesus as God’s chosen one
at his baptism. Matthew tells of the baptism of Jesus by
John in the Jordan.

: In the story from Acts we hear Peter's sermon to the
household of Cornelius and its remarkable connection to the baptism of Jesus.

Questions for Reflection and At Home Prayers: In Romans 8:29 Paul wrote that God meant for
Jesus to be “the firstborn within a large family.” What does that mean to you? What does your
baptism have to do with it?

Morning — Creator God, you make old things pass away and declare new things to be. As | am
renewed in my baptism this morning, help me to confirm my baptismal vows in my life today. In the
name of Jesus, | pray. Amen.

Evening — Holy God, you stretched out the heavens and spread out the earth, and in that context |
give you this small day that | have lived. Now may | sleep, safe and secure in your covenant promise
to me that | am your beloved child, in whom you are well pleased. In the loving name of Jesus, | pray.

Amen.
TTrTTTTTTrTrTrTTTT

In care and consideration for all, if you are not feeling well, or have any ill symptoms such as
coughing, fever, fatigue, or a sore throat, please stay home and join us for the worship
services that will be offered online. We are delighted to welcome you online if you are not able
to join us in person. Thank you

TrTTTTTTTTTTTT

REV. ELIZABETH’S “DROP IN” OFFICE HOURS.:

Rev. Elizabeth’s “Drop In” Office Hours for the week of January 8":
Wednesday January 11% ~ 10:00 — 2:00 Thursday January 121" ~ 10:00 — 2:00
If you would like to schedule a meeting or a visit with Rev. Elizabeth at any time, please email her at

greenepiphanypriest@gmail.com or leave a telephone message for her at the church office. Thank
You.
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A Note from Rev. Elizabeth
Christmas Eve Miracle at Epiphany

In the days leading up to Christmas Eve | began to wonder what would happen? It wasn’t long before
my wonder turned to worry. Never in all my years of serving as a parish priest, did | ever offer a thing
called “Pajama Church.” Nor did | ever think to offer and create something like a “Christmas Eve
Photo Booth.” With both wonder and worry, | began to ask myself: What will happen? How will it go?
Will people come? Will it be a good experience? Is the weather going to cooperate? What if it all goes
wrong and everything sinks like a led balloon? As so often is the case, my questions were really
prayers for God’s help.

Before 2022, it had been five years since | last led a Christmas Eve Family service. So, by the time
our Christmas Eve “Pajama Church” rolled around, | was a bundle of nerves, full of butterflies, feeling
very out of practice. Perhaps all my nervous concerns were a blessing in disguise. We were trying
something new. | had no idea what to expect. But what | know now is, that it was my not knowing that
enabled me to be wide open to receive the wonderous gift of God who was in our midst that night.

a | | Families, friends, and people of all ages came to church in their
(s pajamas. We shared in the delight of those who participated and
. had their pictures taken in our Christmas Eve Photo Booth. It was
so much fun! By the time our worship began, the festive
atmosphere and energy in our church was alive and filled to the
brim with love, comfort and joy.

When it came time for the gospel story to be told, warm and cozy
blankets were spread out in front of the altar Table. Anyone who
wished was invited to sit with me on the blankets to hear the story
of Jesus’ birth. The parents and children who sat with me were
wonderful listeners; and as the children began to engage,
comment, and even help to tell the story, | was amazed by how
much of the story they knew and could understand! At one point |
thought to myself: | am not just sitting with sweet children; | am
speaking with amazing little theologians! The Spirit of God was
truly with us. It was palpable.

After the story, | was so moved that at the time of the Eucharist, |
likewise invited anyone who wished to come, wearing their masks, and to stand and celebrate with
me at the altar Table. The next thing | knew, four little boys were with me, two standing on either side
of me.

Then, just when | thought things could not be more wondrously beautiful, without being prompted, the
four boys began to repeat after me, the words of the prayer
of Consecration. That was it. That was the moment when |
felt my heart break wide open and overflow with pure joy. |
have no doubt that God was absolutely with us for our
Christmas Eve “Pajama Church.” The Spirit of God was
blowing through Epiphany in a way that | had never, ever felt
before. For me, our worship together that night is what made
it the best, most awesome Christmas Eve that | can
remember in a very lo-ooooong time. Our Christmas Eve
“Pajama Church” and Photobooth was a true miracle and a
genuine gift from God. | am, and will always be, profoundly
grateful.

Since then, | am aware that | now pray the doxology differently; not in words, but through lived
experience. Now, when we say, Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church,
and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever, | remember our Christmas Eve “Pajama Church.” Why?
Because the doxology is an excellent reminder that these words we say together near the end of our
worship are 100 % true! God’s loving and creating power that is alive and working in us can do
infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, so that all generations in the Church will grow to give glory
to God.

| hope and pray that the words we say and pray in the doxology, and all that was celebrated and
shared in our Christmas Eve “Pajama Church”, will inspire us all to try new things and to place all our



hope and trust in God when we do; because it is God’s power working in us, that can and will do
infinitely more than any of us can ask or |ma|ne We know this to be true.
To God be the Glory. E?, Ay i

Thanks be to God.

Yours Faithfully,
Elizabeth+

(See more photos from
Christmas Eve below)
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A Note from Rev. Norm -
Come, Join the Choir!

Dear Friends,

Our parish is looking forward to re-implementing choir
ministry after a long hiatus due to Covid-19. In the past few
years, there have been many changes relating to music
ministry which include the loss of a number of choir members
due to moves, illness or death. As many of you experienced
on Christmas Eve, as a choir, we can do great things with
small numbers.

That said, there are advantages to a greater number of
choristers in a parish choir. We are presently recruiting to
"rebuild" Epiphany's music team. If you enjoy singing and
would like to know more about what joining the choir at
Epiphany entails, please contact Rev. Norm Blanchard
at blanchardnx@hotmail.com or at 705-524-7924 and he will be happy to provide you with more
information.

Here are the basic requirements:

+ Ability to sing (reading music is an asset, but not required)

+ One rehearsal per week (usually Sunday morning @ 8:30 and the odd rehearsal during the week
during high seasons like Holy Week, Easter and Christmas)

+ Providing music ministry at the 10:30 Sunday morning Worship Service

| look forward to hearing from you!

Rev. Norm Blanchard
Deacon Associate / Director of Music

TrTTTTTTTTT VTV

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

January 21 — Deanery Council Meeting (The Clergy, Wardens & Treasurer from each parish are
members of the council)

January 25 - Parish Council Meeting — 7:00pm
January 29 - Vestry reports due to Marion Collinson

February 12 - Annual Vestry Meeting following our 10:30 service.

TreTTTTEVTTTTT

THANK YOU! — A Big THANK YOU to all those who offered their loving hearts and helpful hands in
adorning our church with our majestic Christmas Tree and beautiful Christmas decorations. From
taking them out, setting them up, to putting them all away, your help and good care is greatly
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appreciated. The shared ministry of church decorating helped make our Christmas celebrations
memorable, meaningful, and so very beautiful. Well Done! Thank you.

TreTTTTTTTTT T T

THE CANADIAN FOODGRAINS BANK CELBRATES 40 YEARS: Did you know this year marks the
40th anniversary of Canadian Foodgrains Bank? We’re excited to celebrate this milestone
anniversary with you because people like you are the reason, that for four decades we’ve been able
to serve people living with hunger. This milestone is really about celebrating compassionate
Canadians who want to help.

As we enter 2023, we find ourselves in a pivotal moment: focused on a global hunger crisis which is
not slowing down — yet you and so many others continue to stand with us.

From the beginning, we have believed that prayer and service must go together.

So today, I'd like you to hear from our executive director, Andy Harrington, and some of our locally-
based partners, and what they're asking you to remember in your prayers. (Click the following link to
watch the video) https://voutu.be/eHm1mix Wrs
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FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY - If you wish to donate Memorial Flowers in memory of a loved
one, or you would like to give flowers (purchased or from your garden) to mark a special

occasion such as a wedding anniversary, the birth of a child or grandchild, or another set day in the
church year, please call the Church Office to arrange for your flower donation. Thank You.
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EPIPHANY FOOD SHARE IN SUPPORT OF
THE SUDBURY FOOD BANK
“Feed the Hungry’- Jesus

You are encouraged to please bring non-perishable food donations to
church each Sunday and place them in the marked Donation Box.

If you are able to help deliver food donations to the Food Bank, please
be sure to speak with Rev. Elizabeth or Kevin Doonan. Thank you.

TTETTTTTTTTTTTT

THE ELECTRONIC OFFERING PROGRAM - HELP US PLAN OUR BUDGET — The EOP is a
service that is offered to you and your parish to assist in giving and receiving donations. In this
computerized age where many of us pay our bills online this service allows many to donate to their
church and other ministries electronically. If you wish to join the EOP or amend your current donation,
you can find the form on our website by clicking here or printed copies are available in the church

office.
TTTTPrrrrrTrrTrrET

DONATE NOW BUTTON - Did you know you can help support the life and ministry of the Church of
the Epiphany through the Donate Button that appears on our website, it's at the top and bottom of
each page. If you or someone you know worships with us online, please encourage them to consider
making a donation. Your help and support is greatly appreciated. Thank You.

PEFEPERETLEETD
LET AS PRAY

FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH FAMILY: Nancy Cresswell; Sean Etches; Frances Corston;
Christopher and Debbie Laking; Karen, Martin, Finnigan and Celia Brouillard.

FOR THOSE IN NEED: Alison; Melissa; Paige; Samantha; Corrine; Frances; Steve; Jeremiah; Peter
and Alice-Mae; Margaret; Nick, Ellen and George; Della; Sandra; Dorothy; John and Judith.



https://youtu.be/eHm1mix_Wrs
https://epiphanysudbury.org/electronic-offering-program-eop/
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Watch us LIVE on Sunday Mornings at www.epiphanysudbury.org/our-services

Announcements for ETW should be sent to etw@epiphanysudbury.org by NOON each Thursday.

TrTTTTTTTTTTTT

Christmas Eve Pajama Church
& Photo Booth

(photos by Kevin Doonan)
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