PIPAANYG THIS WEE

November 25 - December 1, 2022
Church of the Epiphany ~ 85 Larch St. Sudbury, Ontario ~ P3E 1B8

705-675-2279 info@epiphanysudbury.org

~ Sunday, November 27" ~ Advent | ~

8:30am - Traditional Said Service — BCP
Holy Communion with Rev. Elizabeth
Green. Please note that the last 8:30am
service before the New Year will be held
on Sunday December 4™, The 8:30am
service will begin again on Sunday
January 8", 2023.

10:30am — Worship Celebration (BAS),
with Holy Eucharist with Rev. Elizabeth
Green

READINGS FOR ADVENT | — Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44

SUMMARY OF READINGS — As we come to the turning point of the church year, all the biblical
passages for today direct our attention to the future, as they point to the coming of Jesus. A new age
is dawning, already present but not yet consummated. Isaiah tells of a vision of peace for all peoples.
The responsorial psalm sets the tone for celebration of that peace which has its centre in Jerusalem.
The letter to the Romans reminds us that we are living between the ages. Paul teaches that we
should be prepared at all times for the end of the present age. The gospel story likewise calls for
watchfulness, for only God knows the day and hour.

QUESTION FOR REFLECTION AND AT HOME PRAYERS

What does it mean to “get your house in order” for the coming of the Lord? Can we ever be perfectly
ready for Christ’s return? Why is the coming of the Lord compared to a thief in the night? Is there
grace in God’s surprising advent, God’s unexpected arrival?

Morning — Lord God, you have woken me from sleep; the night is gone, the day is here. Enable me
to put on the Lord Jesus Christ and help me to live honourably this day, to the glory of your name.
Ameen.

Evening — Holy God, you are even nearer to me now than when | first learned to trust in you. Help
me to lay aside the burdens of the day and rest in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, my strength and
my salvation. Amen.
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This Sunday the flowers in the sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
Douglas Ecclestone, given by widow, Pat. We give thanks for his life and memory.
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MASKS STRONGLY ENCOURAGED: In alignment with Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health,
local Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Penny Sutcliffe, has shared strong recommendations with local
businesses etc. to reinforce and support masking in all indoor public settings for which they
have responsibility and to get back to basics during a difficult fall respiratory illness season.
(taken from PHSD.ca)

Rev. Elizabeth and the Wardens strongly encourage all who attend worship to wear a mask while in
the church building.


mailto:info@epiphanysudbury.org
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WHITE GIFT SUNDAY: This Sunday, the first Sunday of Advent, is dedicated to the collection of
items for Christmas Gift Bags for the youth at the Sudbury Action Centre. For many, this is their only
gift. Suggestions: hats, mitts, socks, scarves, hygiene items such as toothpaste, deodorant,
shampoo, tissues (small sizes and no mouthwash or hand sanitizer please), underwear (we hear now
that quite a few now prefer the old-fashioned type of baggy boxer shorts. Medium and large are most
commonly needed.) Our source says to keep in mind quantity over quality.

For those who feel they want to contribute but cannot get out to shop, cash donations are welcomed.
Any cheques should be made out to "Church of Epiphany Outreach”. There are always items that
need to be bought
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REV. ELIZABETH’S “DROP IN” OFFICE HOURS FOR THE COMING WEEK:

Wednesday November 30" - 10am-2pm Thursday December 15t - 10am-1pm

If you would like to schedule a visit with Rev. Elizabeth, please email her at
greenepiphanypriest@gmail.com Thank You.
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE AND EVENTS

Saturday December 3" — Men’s Breakfast (See below)

Sunday December 4" — Worship with Rev. Elizabeth, 10:30am

Sunday December 11" — Worship with Rev. Elizabeth, 10:30am

Sunday December 11" — Traditional Service of Choral Evensong 7pm (See below)
Sunday December 18" — Worship with Archdeacon Glen Miller, 10:30am.

Sunday December 18" — Sudbury Chamber Singers Concert — 2:30pm

Christmas Eve Services: Wear Your Pajamas to Church —5pm
Traditional Worship Celebration — 9pm

Christmas Morning Worship Celebration — 10:30am

New Years Day Worship Celebration — 10:30am, with a “Happy” Coffee Hour to follow.
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THE CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY CHRISTMAS EVE
PHOTO BOOTH AND PAJAMA CHURCH - Mark your
calendars and be sure to tell your family and friends!
For our 5pm Christmas Eve worship celebration,
everyone is welcome to wear your pajamas to church!
Families, Young People, and the Young at Heart are all
invited to come and worship in their comfy PJs.

Plans are also in the works for a special Christmas Eve
Photo Booth, where you and your family can have fun-
filled pictures taken on Christmas Eve before our 5pm

service begins. Please see next week’s ETW for more details and information. This is something you

won’t want to miss!
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A NOTE FROM REV. ELIZABETH

Make It a Meaningful Advent
Dear Friends,
Last week | had a lovely conversation with a woman who admitted that she doesn’t know much about

the season of Advent. When she asked me about Advent, we had just finished a conversation that
most of us typically have with others this time of year.
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Me: How are you?

She: Busy. There’s so much going on.

Me: Yes, this is a crazy time of year, all the more so because of the viruses going around.

She: Yeah. But even with things sort of back to normal, there seems to be hardly any time between
Halloween, Christmas and New Years. | have already spent too much money and am eating too
many treats. What | really need more than anything is some peace and rest and a break from all my
worries. Christmas feels so heavy this year

This woman needs Advent, | thought.

Advent

Advent is the four-week season before the celebration of the birth of Jesus. November 27 is the first
Sunday in Advent this year. At the Church of the Epiphany, we will light the first of the four candles
surrounding the white Christ candle in our Advent wreath. The candles symbolize hope, peace, joy
and love.

The time before Christmas is a time of anticipation and of waiting for the gift of this holy season. If we
pay attention, God will surprise us with God’s presence in the most unexpected places.

“Advent, like its cousin Lent, is a season for prayer and reformation of our hearts. Since it
comes at winter time, fire is a fitting sign to help us celebrate Advent. If Christ is to come more
fully into our lives this Christmas, if God is to become really incarnate for us, then fire will
have to be present in our prayer. Our worship and devotion will have to stoke the kind of fire
in our souls that can truly change our hearts. Ours is a great responsibility not to waste this
Advent time.”  Edward Hays

Honouring this sacred season with our prayerful attention and slowing down, helps prepare our hearts
for Christmas. Celebrating this time slows us down to recapture what we are seeking — Emmanuel —
God with us.

Why is Advent Important?

Advent is a gift. It is a time to behold the wonders of this expectant time of year. Embracing the
themes of hope, joy, and preparation, we hear the message of God’s love more clearly in the Holy
message of love and salvation made known in the birth of God’s son.

Advent invites us to slow down and enjoy the hope and miracle that each day of life brings us. Instead
of overeating on carbs we really don’t need, we fill our deepest emptiness with God. We reset our
internal watch to God’s time. We hear God’s voice instead of the constant barrage of worry and
spend, worry and spend.

Honoring this time reminds us of the lessons in waiting, the joy in anticipation, the pricelessness of
hope. Preparing our hearts for Christmas isn’t just another item to accomplish on an already
overflowing to-do list. This time of the year leads us to pause, to breath and to capture those simple
moments — a smile, the twinkling of a candle, the smell of cookies baking, the laughter of children,
time spent with the elderly, and the soothing melodies of the music we hear at this holy time of year.
Observing Advent focuses our perspective on what is most important in our lives. It also deepens our
experience of Christmas.

How can we best celebrate Advent? Here are some suggestions.

1. Read the Christmas story slowly, often and savor its words. Find a good devotional to ponder these
fours weeks

2. Breath in the message of the Advent season by reading inspirational quotes. Social media like
Pinterest overflows with them.

3. Celebrate the time before Christmas by attending worship services at our church. Pray the words
of the hymns.

4. Spend a few minutes saying a prayer for each person on your Christmas card, or email list. Hold
each card you receive in prayer too.

5. Hold one piece of your nativity set each day or week. Think what it was like for that character in
Bethlehem. What did they see? Experience? Hear? How were they changed? How are you changed?

And, above all else, remember that Advent is a time to slow down so that we are better able to savour
and see things in the new light of Christ.
To God be the Glory. Thanks be to God.

Yours Faithfully,
Elizabeth+
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS - If you'd like to donate towards the cost of
Christmas Flowers please place your donation in an envelope and give it to
Gilles Tessier. We ask that you include the following information; Your name,
envelope number and the Memorial/Thanksgiving information (in Memory

of or in Thanksgiving for . etc.)
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THE AFTER HOURS ENGLISH PROGRAM for our Ukrainian Newcomers who work during the day

will begin the evening of December 6th. This volunteer run program is looking for donations of school
supplies for our adult students. If you have pens, paper, notebooks of any kind, please drop them off
at the church and Terry will get them to the students.
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UNUSED CHRISTMAS CARDS: For quite a few years now, we have been taking any unused
Christmas cards you have and don't use, to the Sudbury jail along with a roll of 100 stamps, for use
by the inmates. The chaplain says these are much anticipated and appreciated. Bring any you may
want to pass on, to church with you and leave in the office. Please don't go out and buy boxes of new

cards.
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FAIRTRADE COFFEE: a new shipment was received this week. This coffee makes a wonderful
stocking stuffer, hostess gift or just a little extra. Why Fairtrade? Jesus said "The worker deserves his
wages". (Luke 10.7) and this fair-trade coffee gives a fair wage to the farmer who grows the beans.
There are ground and bean types from many countries including Peru, Mexico, Guatemala, blend of
Peruvian, Guatemalan, Ethiopian (Confederation), blend of Ethiopian and Sumatran (Mocha Java).
Most are $16 with all profit going to our Primate's World Relief and Development Fund.

This will probably be the last order as the cost continues to rise.
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MEN’S BREAKFAST Mark your calendars! The next Men’s Breakfast
is scheduled for Saturday, December 3'. The cost is still a meager
$10 for a splendiferous meal prepared by some of the most renowned
chefs in the history of the Epiphany gustatory endeavours
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PARISH COUNCIL = The next meeting of our Parish Council will take place on Wednesday,
November 30" at 7:00pm. It will once again be a hybrid meeting and members may join us in person
in the Algoma Room or via zoom. Parish Council members are asked to submit their reports prior to
the meeting.
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EPIPHANY FOOD SHARE IN SUPPORT OF THE SUDBURY FOOD BANK
“Feed the Hungry’- Jesus

With the Holiday Season fast approaching everyone is encouraged to please bring non-perishable
food donations to church each Sunday and place them in the marked Donation Box.

If you are able to help deliver food donations to the Food Bank, please be sure to speak with Rev.
Elizabeth or Kevin Doonan. Thank you.

The Sudbury Food Bank accepts dry and canned food donations. What does that mean? Basically,
any food that is “shelf-stable” or non perishable — you can keep it in your pantry and it won’t go bad.
And remember, only donate food that hasn’t reached its “sell-by” date yet. The next time you are
shopping, please consider giving the following items:



e Peanut butter

e Canned soup

e Canned fruit

e Canned vegetables

e Canned stew
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e Canned fish

¢ Canned beans

Feeding the
« Pasta (most prefer whole grain) Community

e Rice (most prefer brown rice)
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FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY - If you wish to donate Memorial Flowers in memory of a loved
one, or you would like to give flowers (purchased or from your garden) to mark a special

occasion such as a wedding anniversary, the birth of a child or grandchild, or another set day in the
church year, please call the Church Office to arrange for your flower donation. Thank You.
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THE ELECTRONIC OFFERING PROGRAM is a service that is offered to you and your parish to
assist in giving and receiving donations. In this computerized age where many of us pay our bills
online this service allows many to donate to their church and other ministries electronically. If you
wish to join the EOP or amend your current donation, you can find the form on our website by clicking
here or printed copies are available in the church office.
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DONATE NOW BUTTON - Did you know you can help support the life and ministry of the Church of
the Epiphany through the Donate Button that appears on our website, it's at the top and bottom of
each page. If you or someone you know worships with us online, please encourage them to consider
making a donation. Your help and support is greatly appreciated. Thank You.

PEEFFETTLEREE
LET AS PRAY

FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH FAMILY: Dale Dunn; Seanna Armstrong and Landon; Pat
Ecclestone; Samuel Fritz; Jane Kivisto; Terry Kett.

FOR THOSE IN NEED: Carol; Riley; Ellie; Corrine; Frances; Steve; Jeremiah; Margaret; Wendy;
Nick, Ellen and George; Della; Sandra; Dorothy; John and Judith.
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https://epiphanysudbury.org/electronic-offering-program-eop/

dvent Evensong

December 11 (Sunday), 2022

7:00 p.m.

Rector, Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green; Music Director, Rev, Norm Blanchard
The Sudbury Chamber Singers are led by Susan Urquhart.

“May we be in this world a ray of that light which
shone forth from Bethlehem, bringing joy and
peace to the hearts of all men and women.”
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FIRST SUNDAY

The first candle on the Advent wreath
represents Hope - the first Sunday of
Advent not only leads us to anticipate
the birth of Christ but celebrate the
beginning of a new liturgical season as
well. It is purple, the primary color of
Advent and a color symbolizing royalty.
Sometimes called the “Prophecy
Candle,” the first candle harkens us
back to Isaiah’s foretelling of the birth of
Christ and all of the promises God gave
us in the Old Testament that would be
fulfilled by the birth of Jesus.

B Sunday, November 27

SECOND SUNDAY

The second candie on the Advent
wreath represents Peace and is also
purple, Often called the *Bethlehem
Candle,” this candle reminds us of Mary
and Joseph's journey from Nazareth to
Bethlehem before Mary gave birth to
Jesus. It also builds on the meaning of
the Prophecy Candle, recalling that after
the division, destruction, and dispersion
of the kingdom in the Old Testament,
there might finally be peace on Earth.

Sunday, December 4

Watch us LIVE on Sunday Mornings at www.e

Announcements for ETW should be sent to etw@epiphanysudbury.org by NOON each Thursday.

THIRD SUNDAY

The third candle of Advent symbolizes Joy.
As we continue to approach Christmas Day,
our joy grows more and more. It takes us
back to the joyful anticipation of the
shepherds who journeyed to see Jesusin
Bethlehem, even before the wise men. On
this third Sunday of Advent, which the
Church calls “Gaudete Sunday,” meaning
rejoice or praise, we light the third candle
and rejoice like the shepherds. For this
reason, itis called the “Shepherd’s Candle,”
and its color is pink, the liturgical color for joy.

Sunday, December 11

FOURTH SUNDAY

The fourth candle of Advent represents
Love, the ultimate love of God that He
might send His only Son for us. Called
the “Angel's Candle,” the fourth candle
of Advent is lit the Sunday before
Christmas, and it is the color purple,
leading us to eagerly await the new
Kingdom of God on earth.

( Sunday, December 18

services
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