PIPAANYG THIS WEE

May 27 - June 2, 2022
Church of the Epiphany ~ 85 Larch St. Sudbury, Ontario ~ P3E 1B8

705-675-2279 info@epiphanysudbury.org

Sunday, May 29", Ascension Day - worship in the Church with
Rev. Elizabeth

8:30am — BCP Said Service (H.C.)
10:30am — Worship Celebration (BAS) with Holy Eucharist

READINGS FOR ASCENSION DAY - Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47,
Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53

SUMMARY OF READINGS - On the day that commemorates the
Ascension of the Lord the beginning of the story of Acts will hold
centre stage. Psalm 47 responds to this account of the Ascension as
an exultant hymn of praise to the Lord’s ascendence as king over all
the earth. The passage from Ephesians is chosen for this occasion
because it affirms that God has “seated Christ at his right hand in the
heavenly places.” The gospel story from Luke tells of the final
commissioning of the disciples by the risen Lord.

QUESTION FOR REFLECTION AND AT HOME PRAYERS

The risen and ascended Christ promises to send us power from on
high. How do you use such “soul force” to bring forgiveness,
blessing, and love to others?

Morning — Holy God, I give thanks this day that your Son ascends in
the core of my being as new life arises in me. Open the eyes of my
heart this day to seek and serve you in all whom | meet. In the love
of Jesus, | pray. Amen.

Evening — Merciful God, | repent of the wrongs | have done this day, and seek forgiveness by the
grace of your love. Cloth me with power from on high this night that my life may rest safely in you. In

Jesus’ name, | pray. Amen.
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REV. ELIZABETH’S OFFICE HOURS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 29™
Tuesday, May 31t 10am-2pm Thursday, June 2"9 9am-1pm
Please be mindful that Rev. Elizabeth’s schedule changes on a weekly basis, so should you wish to

book an appointment or to schedule a meeting with her, please contact the Church Office so that she
can be sure to set time apart that is reserved just for you. Thank you.
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COMING THROUGH THE PANDEMIC

While we are all so thankful that the Pandemic restrictions are gradually lifting, it is important for us to
remain vigilant and mindful of the health and safety of the elderly and most vulnerable among us.
Therefore, we ask that everyone who attends worship please do the following:

e Wear masks in church at all times

e Use the hand sanitizers that are provided

o Observe physical distancing and stay close to those within your bubble.
e If you do not feel well, stay home and worship with us online
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« If you, or someone in your household tests positive for Covid, please notify the church wardens
as soon as possible.
e Note that Communion will continue to be administered in one kind only, the wafer.

If you have any questions or concerns, please speak with Gilles Tessier, Peoples’ Warden for the
Church of the Epiphany. Thank you for your care and consideration.
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CONDOLENCES TO THE LIPIC FAMILY - A Traditional Service for the Burial of the Dead (BCP) will
be offered in celebration of the Life and Memory of Barbara Lipic at the Church of the Epiphany,
Wednesday June 15t at 3pm. Barbara’s Obituary can be found by clicking here
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FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY - If you wish to donate Memorial Flowers in memory of a loved
one, or you would like to give flowers to mark a special occasion such as a wedding anniversary, the
birth of a child, Father's Day, National Indigenous Day of Prayer, or another set day in the church
year, please call the Church Office to arrange for your flower donation. Thank You.
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CAMP MANITOU! Camp Manitou, just out of Whitefish Falls, is very much in need of a cook for the
junior girls' (Trail Seekers) camp. This camp starts on July 2nd and goes until July 9th. If you, or
anyone you know, might be interested, please contact Mary at 705 566-1589 for more information.
Being at Camp Manitou is a wonderful experience in a beautiful location!
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A Note from Rev. Elizabeth - Going Within, in Search of Love

""Hate, it has caused a lot of problems in the world,

but has not solved one yet."
Maya Angelou

Violence is everywhere. Violence is occurring everywhere, all over the world.
Wherever we look around our world today, we see a rise in hateful violence. It doesn’t
matter if we look to Europe, the Middle East, China, Afghanistan, the United States,
or even to our own country of Canada, we see that the once secured social constraints
of civility have fallen away, leaving us to wobble precariously on the instability of a
world that is burning with frustration, cruelty, anger, hate and violence. Even as
recently as this week, we were horrified as we learned of the murder of nineteen
children and two of their teachers - all gunned down in their school in Uvalde Texas.
No sooner did we hear of this gruesome act of violence, then we heard CBC report
that a man was shot dead by police in Toronto for fear that he was going to commit a
similar heinous crime of mass murder. These and so many other acts of violence seem
to emanate from the hate that is so prevalent in our world today. As Maya Angelou
notes, hate has never solved any of the world's problems. It has only intensified them.
Hate only fosters more hate.

Why so much hate? Is it because people do not like themselves and so cannot be
happy with anything around them, therefore lashing out at everything that is different
or which they cannot control? Or perhaps there i1s so much violence on TV, in the
movies, in video games, on the news, in politics, that people's immediate response is
violence — causing more and more hatred? Gun violence is by no means the only
expression of hate. Telling a racist joke may not kill, but it is nonetheless an expression
of hatred and violence against another. Hate shows up in many forms, for many
reasons

Can hatred be alleviated? Jesus teaches us that yes, hate can be alleviated, but it
takes time— time to go within ourselves and to honestly ponder our own prejudices
and hatred; and to seriously look at how they impact life in a negative way. It requires
us to truly love ourselves and one another in order to really get to know those who are
different than ourselves, and to meditate upon the gifts that these differences can offer


https://www.sudbury.com/obituaries/lipic-barbara-5415602

us. Perhaps, these two things can disarm us of our own hatred and prejudice and open
us to accept the differences around us.

You may recall that during the season of Lent we offered prayers for small local
businesses in downtown Sudbury and beyond. In reaching out to see who may be in
need, or would appreciate our prayers, I had the privilege of meeting Mohammad,
owner of Eyvan restaurant.

Mohammad was quick to inform me that he was Muslim. I said that I could offer
prayers in the name of Allah. Mohammad said "no," because “we both worship the
same God.” With that, I proceeded to include prayers for Mohammad, his family, and
for their local, small business. Do you know what happens when a random Anglican
Christian asks a random Muslim if she can pray for him? He answers saying, “Yes
please! Thank you!” And in that most unexpected moment they both experience the
way of peace.

I have thought a lot about this sacred encounter since then. This man taught me
a great lesson on this particular day in Lent: We all worship the same benevolent God
who is Creator of us all. If God is our Creator, then we are truly sister and brother to
all. And thus leaves us with one question to pray and to ponder:

How can you and I alleviate the hatred and prejudice within our own lives and the life of onr
community?

May we pray this question for the glory of God.
Thanks be to God.

Yours Faithfully,
Elizabeth+
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THE ELECTRONIC OFFERING PROGRAM is a service that is offered to you and your parish to
assist in giving and receiving donations. In this computerized age where many of us pay our bills
online this service allows many to donate to their church and other ministries electronically. If you
wish to join the EOP or amend your current donation, you can find the form on our website by clicking
here or printed copies are available in the church office.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE OF THE DIOCESE OF ALGOMA:

"The Diocesan Social Justice Committee is targeting poverty as an issue of concern for all
followers of Jesus. The committee is asking all Anglicans to consider what their party of
choice is willing to do to address poverty in your riding. What is your party willing to do
about homelessness, the skyrocketing price of food and housing, policies for seniors and

those on fixed incomes, and a 'living wage' for those employed?"

Months ago, Archbishop Anne Germond invited several people within the Diocese of Algoma to form
a Social Justice Committee. Members include Rev Elizabeth Green, Rev Bruce McLeish, Deacon
Ann Camber, Connie Knighton, Nancy Armstrong, Terry Kett & Jane Cox. Meetings include
devotions with scripture and a reporting process to Archbishop Anne. The committee has struggled
with identifying only a single unifying issue of suffering. There are a multitude of social justice issues
within the vast and diverse Diocese of Algoma. Prayerfully and through discernment,

the Social Justice Committee has decided on 'Poverty in the North'. This has many meanings and
challenges. For individual parishes, this theme and request for action will require congregation to
commit to their own prayer and discernment. 'Poverty in the North' will be an ongoing theme.

One project which the Social Justice Committee assembled for all, was a request for parishioners to
pray, think and hopefully vote in the Provincial election with 'Poverty in the North' in mind. Poverty is
a painful reality chipping away at the dignity of the sufferer. Deacon Ann Camber from Thunder Bay
diligently created the following summary about where provincial parties stood on issues of poverty.
As of May18th, 2022;
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WELFARE AND DISABILITY - Green Party — has promised to double ODSP and welfare rates and
spend 20 billion additional dollars. (ODSP currently pays 1169.00 per month.)

Conservatives — have announced they would increase ODSP rates by 5% at a cost of 425 million
NDP — have announced they would immediately boost ODSP and Ontario Works rates by 20% and
index the payments to inflation.

Liberals — have promised to increase OW and ODSP rates by 10 percent on July 1, 2022 and
another 10 percent in 2023 and yearly hikes of 2% after that.

BASIC INCOME PROGRAM - which was operating until 2018 in Thunder Bay as one of the pilot
sites. Green Party, NDP and Liberal Parties all plan to restart this program,

MINIMUM WAGE AND WORKING POOR - Liberals — increase minimum wage to $16.00 and set
regional living wage standards and compensate employers to allow for 10 sick days a year,

NDP - $16.00 as of this October rising to $20.00 an hour in 2026, yearly increases after that. 10
permanent emergency personal days a year.

Conservative — would increase to $15.00 an hour

Green — increase to $16.00 an hour and raise by $1.00 a year, 10 sick days a year, top ups on wages
for cities where cost of living is higher,

FIXED INCOME AND SENIORS - Liberals — have promised to lower the costs to seniors by
guaranteeing access to home care, end for- profit LTC, and add up to an additional $1000 a year for
low income seniors by adding to the present GAINS program under Old Age Security

Conservative — have promised to have refunds on the costs of senior's home care costs at a rate of
25% (maximum of $6,000.00) for a maximum credit of 1,500.00

NDP - have long term care and home care publicly funded and to eliminate for profit/privatized model,
increase funding and beds

Green — phase out for-profit LTC, 20% increase in funding for home care.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING - this is indicated by polls as being one of the primary concerns of voters
this election year.

Ontario's NDP and Progressive Conservatives and Liberals have promised to build 1.5 million
homes in 10 years. For the NDP, those homes would be a mix of starter homes, purpose-built rentals
and affordable housing units.

Liberals, Greens and NDP have committed to bring back rent control for all homes. NDP would
extend those to new renters so that evictions for the purpose of increasing rents (renovictions) don't
happen.

NDP and Greens would increase a housing benefit to poor Ontarians to assist with rent for those
whose income will not cover necessities and rent.

Greens will introduce a special program for housing people with mental health, addictions and
homeless populations

DISCLAIMER. Members of this SJC have presented the above information for 'information
only' and do not write on behalf of the Diocese of Algoma. The information is meant to be

completely nonpartisan.

PEPEEETEREELEE
LET AS PRAY

FOR MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH FAMILY: Mary Donato; Dave Tate; Evelyn Fillier; Kingsley
Emerauwa; Katherine Quesnel; Nancy Cresswell.

FOR THOSE IN NEED: Annet; John; Marg; Jean; Mary; Norm; Ruth; Loretta; Jane; William; Steve;
Frances; Nick, Ellen and George; Della; Dorothy; Carol and Riley.
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Announcements for ETW should be sent to etw@epiphanysudbury.org by NOON each Thursday.
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