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The Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury

Come as You Are. All Are Welcome!

Worship Celebration with Holy Eucharist for the Second Sunday in Advent
Sunday December 5, 2021
10:30am

The land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is on the traditional territory of
Atikameksheng and Anishinabek First Nations
This territory was the subject of Treaty 61, also known as the Robinson-Huron Treaty.
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land.
We are grateful for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community,
and we commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples.

Welcome
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Second Sunday in Advent

Leader “In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone all around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid;

for see, | am bringing good news of great joy for all people.’
(Luke 2:8-10)

Leader Today we remember the shepherds, those who work for the
common good, steadfast watchmen isolated and alone; far from
warmth of home, doing the job no one wants. And yet God saw
them, God valued them, and God declared the greatest news of all
to them alone.

People Today we give thanks for the shepherds among us, back-
breaking labourers on whom our economy stands, those we
overlook or rarely see, yet rely on for our very survival, the
ones who have much to teach about watching for God in the
darkness.




Leader On this second Sunday in Advent, we light the second candle as a
symbol of the shepherds, agents of the gospel and redeemers of
the world.

All 0 Come, O Come Emmanuel.
The Gathering of the Community

Celebrant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People And also with you

Celebrant Almighty God,

People to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

We remain standing
The Prayer of the Day We pray in silence

Celebrant  Letus pray
Holy and Almighty God, who sent your servant John the Baptist to
prepare your people to welcome the Messiah, inspire us, the
ministers and stewards of your truth, to turn our disobedient
hearts to you, that when the Christ shall come again to be our
judge, we may stand with confidence before his glory; who is alive
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.

All Amen.




Please be seated

We listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture

The First Reading from Malachi (Mal. 3:1-4)

Reader

Look, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple.
The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he
is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of
his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and
refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to
the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LoRD as in the days of old and as
in former years.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
People Thanks be to God.
Canticle - The Song of Zechariah (Luke 1:68-79)

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, *

he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, *

born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old
that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers,*
and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies.
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free to worship him without fear, *
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most high, *
or you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation, *
by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God, *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the ways of peace.

The Second Reading from Philippians (Phil. 1:3-11)

Reader

Reader
People

Please stand

Beloved, I thank God every time I remember you, constantly
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because
of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. [ am
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for
me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your
heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my
imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of the

gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love
may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to
help you to determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you
may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and
praise of God.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.




The Gospel Acclamation Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Gospel
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

Luke 3:1-6

Celebrant
People

Sermon

Anthem

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptists Cry (Soloist)

Text: Charles Coffin (1676-1749); tr. John Chandler (1806-1876), alt.
Music: Melody Musicalisches Hand-Buch, Hamburg, 1690
Harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889)

An Alternative Statement of Faith for the Season of Advent

Celebrant

All

Let us profess the faith of the Church, the Body of Christ.

We believe in God,

Creator of all that is, parent of Jesus Christ, source of the
Spirit in whom we live and move and have our being. We
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s Word made flesh, child of Mary,
who lived on earth, challenging the mighty, loving the
shamed, befriending all people, and dying on a cross, rising in
three days to share forever in divine life. We believe in the
Holy Spirit, breath of life, who leads all people to the truth
and bestows gifts for the building up of the church and the
world. We believe in one God, Creator, Word and Spirit, in
whose name we live and trust, together with the Church in all
times and all places.




The Prayers of the People Standing, sitting, or kneeling

Leader

Let us pray:

Leader

Today in the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for the Anglican
Church of Burundi.
In our Diocese, we pray for the Synod Office Staff.

- for our Companion Diocese of Tarime

- for Anne, our Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario; for
Linda, Primate of Canada; for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury,
for our priest and pastor Elizabeth and our Associates John
and Rhonda

- for our outreach missions, through the Primate’s World Relief
and Development Fund

- for Sudbury’s Downtown Churches, today we uphold in prayer
St. Peter’s United Church

- for Suicide Prevention through the Council of the North

- for our local initiatives

- for us and for the world during this pandemic crisis

Loving God, through the gift of prayer you teach us to hold one
another in our hearts.

Hear now our prayers:

For the leaders and people of every nation: (silence)
For the church and all who serve the Lord: (silence)

For all who suffer in sorrow and affliction - for George, Riley,
Bishop Tom and Ruth Corston; for Ruth Amyot, Betty Stembridge;
for Sandra and for Lawrence; for the poor, the homeless, the
rejected and the oppressed: (silence)

For refugees and travelers far from home: (silence)




All

For those suffering natural disasters in Canada and around the
world: (silence)

For all who are in prison or facing trial: (silence)
For those who sit in darkness, or in the shadow of death: (silence)

Gracious God, this is our prayer:

that your love will overflow more and more in our lives, in your
church, and in all the world, until all may know the compassion of
Christ Jesus, our Saviour and Lord, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

We Seek God’s Forgiveness

Celebrant

All

Celebrant

All
The Peace

Celebrant
People

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in
mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us
confess our sins confident in God’s forgiveness.

Most merciful God

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and
we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from
all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep
you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

(As you are able, please stand)

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.




We greet each other with the peace of Christ.

The Celebration of the Holy Eucharist

Prayer over the Gifts

Celebrant  God of righteousness, receive all our gifts of gratitude, the
offerings of our lives. Purify them with your refining fire so that
they may serve your purposes and shine with your glory; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant  The Lord is with you

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Liftup your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we

give you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in
the fullness of time came among us in our flesh, and opened to us
the way of salvation. Now we watch for the day when he will come
again in power and great triumph to judge the world, that we,
without shame or fear, may rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever
proclaim the glory of your name, together as we say,
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All

Celebrant

People

Celebrant

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love
you have made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all
in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour
and Redeemer of the world.

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the
night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely
accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Therefore, Father, according to his command,

we remember his death,
we proclaim his resurrection,
we await his coming in glory;

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord
of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this
wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon
these gifts, that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ
and his blood of the new covenant.
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Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in
him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time,
reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to
that city of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation; by whom, and
with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour
and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.

People Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant  Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our
Saviour taught us,

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant
All

God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.
Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.

The Communion

Celebrant
People

Agnus Dei

The gifts of God for the People of God
Thanks be to God.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.
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All people of faith are welcome to the table of the Lord.
It is Jesus himself who invites you.

Prayer after Communion As you are able, please stand

Celebrant Let us pray together

All Faithful God, we thank you for feeding us with this heavenly
banquet. Help us always to hear the prophet’s call to turn our
hearts to you; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant Glory to God

All Whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we
can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to
generation, in the Church, and in Christ Jesus, for ever and
ever. Amen

The Sung Blessing
Dismissal
Lay Leader Letus go forth in peace to love and to serve the Lord, as we love and

serve one another.
People Thanks be to God!
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