
17th Sunday after Pentecost

Season of Creation

8:30 am BCP (said service) with Holy Communion

10:30 am Worship with Holy Eucharist

The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green presiding/preaching

The 10:30 Eucharist service will be recorded and posted to
YouTube, Facebook and www.epiphanysudbury.org. Links 
will be provided as soon as possible following the service

READINGS FOR PENTECOST 17 Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 1; James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 
9:30-37

In today’s First Testament passage from Proverbs we hear the well-known passage spoken in
praise of the “capable wife.” Similar rectitude toward the law of the Lord is also held out as an 
ideal in Psalm 1, which serves as an introduction to the entire Psalter. Mark’s gospel story 
tells of the second passion prediction as it includes Jesus’ teaching about true greatness and 
as he picks us a child and places her in their midst. The portion of the Letter of James 
pursues the question of the true identity of those who claim to be wise.

Question for Reflection 
Give yourself some moments each day in the coming weeks to sit quietly with your eyes 
closed. Visualize Jesus kneeling down, opening his arms, and bringing you close to his heart.
Let yourself be a little child who is welcomed. What do you notice? 

+
COVID POLICIES REMINDER
If you plan to attend services at Church of the Epiphany, please remember:

• wear a mask in church at all times
• use provided hand sanitizer
• Remember not everyone is fully vaccinated. Two-metre Social distancing is important
• Reservations are not necessary, but you will be seated by a Greeter when you arrive.
• You are asked to provide a name and telephone number for contact tracing
• The common cup is not being offered at Eucharist
• We are not permitting to sing at this time
• Sunday school remains suspended

Thank you for your cooperation and concern for your neighbour.

DIOCESAN SYNOD Algoma diocesan synod will be held virtually via the Zoom platform 
September 17-18, 2021. Opening Worship will be livestreamed from St. Luke’s Cathedral at 7 
pm, September 16th  Please visit the Diocese of Algoma website where you will find: 
Archbishop's Letter to Synod Delegates , Convening Circular Synod 2021 , Elections at 
Synod 2021 – List of nominees

PARISH COUNCIL meeting will be Wednesday, September 22nd at 7pm via Zoom.  If you 
serve on parish council, please watch for the Zoom link in an upcoming email.

LAY READERS' ONLINE CONFERENCE The 2021 Lay Readers’ Online Conference will be 
hosted by the Deanery of Sudbury-Manitoulin September 24-25.The Rev. Elizabeth will be 
leading a workshop entitled Transformation in the Word.

Christ blessing the children       
Lucas Cranach the Elder  1530s

http://www.epiphanysudbury.org/
https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Elections-at-Synod-2021-List-of-nominees.pdf
https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Elections-at-Synod-2021-List-of-nominees.pdf
https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/CONVENING-CIRCULAR-SYNOD-2021-web.pdf
https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Archbishops-Letter-to-Synod-Delegates-2021.pdf


FAIR TRADE COFFEE a new order for Fair Trade organic coffee will be sent in early October.
All profit from the sale of this coffee goes to support programs of our Primate's World Relief 
and Development Fund (PWRDF).  Advance orders would be appreciated.  Both bean and 
ground decaff is available but will be ordered only on request.  Please contact Mary at 
donatomarye@hotmail.com or 705 566-1589 for more information or to order.

PWRDF Primate's World Relief and Development Fund has a number of fundraising efforts at
the moment.More information can be obtained at pwrdf.org 

• Funds donated to PWRDF to support earthquake relief in Haiti are being matched by 
the Government of Canada.

• To have your donation to PWRDF's Haiti earthquake response matched go to 
to pwrdf.org/give-today and click on Emergency Response, then add "Haiti 
earthquake" to the notes section. You may also leave a voicemail toll free at 1-866-
308-7973, or send a cheque with a memo "Haiti Earthquake" to 80 Hayden St. Toronto,
Ontario, M4Y 3G2.

• The future looks even brighter for moms and babies at rural health clinics in 
Mozambique awaiting installation of a "solar suitcase." A generous donor has offered to
match all donations to the Light for Every Birth project up to $100,000. Funds must be 
donated by Sept. 30, 2021.A solar suitcase is a wall-mounted device that attaches to a 
solar panel on the roof of the clinic. The "suitcase" opens to reveal phone charging 
ports, a head lamp and a fetal Doppler.

PRAYER MINISTRY  If you, a friend, or a loved one is in need of prayer and would like 
your/their name added to our Sunday morning prayers, and also in the next two issues of 
Epiphany This Week Intercessions, please contact either Lorraine Campbell ( 705-822-4342) 
or Barbara Bolton (705-674-1691).

PASTORAL CARE If you, or someone you know, is need of pastoral care and/or a safe visit 
by Rev. Elizabeth, please be sure to let our priest know either by way of emails or telephone 
calls. Communication is always helpful as we strive to love and care for others.

Electronic Offering Program (EOP) at the Church of the Epiphany

As we enter in to this new Fall season, please note that our
church offerings are significantly down while our expenses
remain high. We are in need, and are most grateful for, your
ongoing faithful, financial givings in support of the work 
and ministry at the Church of the Epiphany.

For those wishing to enroll in EOP at the Church of the 
Epiphany, please go to our main website
 https://epiphanysudbury.org. On the top of the page you will 

see Electronic Offering Program (EOP). Please click on this link to start your enrollment. 
Here is a direct link to the program  https://epiphanysudbury.org/electronic-offering-program-
eop/. 

A Note from Rev. Elizabeth 
On Thursday and Friday of last week, I attended my first pre-synod meetings in the 

Diocese of Algoma. Recognizing that none of us can ever go back to the way things were 
before the COVID-19 pandemic, Archbishop Anne has provided a great help to us, as we do all 
we can “to prepare well for a life in a post-pandemic world.” Our archbishop invited the Rev. 
Dr. Susan Beaumont to serve as keynote speaker. Rev. Dr. Beaumont offered four excellent 
workshops during pre-synod. In her presentation she notes “church leaders need a different set 
of skills in ambiguous, disorienting periods of transition. In such seasons of change, leaders 
must manage anxiety, embrace the freedom of unknowing, explore new possibilities and avoid 
acting prematurely.” Dr. Beaumont’s presentation has been recorded and will be made available
to parishes following our diocesan Synod, happening this Friday and Saturday.

Friends and members of Church of the Epiphany will be hearing more about this in the 
days and weeks to come. In the meantime, I pray you will all take time to read the article I have
provided below. The article is an excerpt from Dr. Beaumont’s book, How to Lead When You 
Don’t Know Where You’re Going: Leading in a Liminal Season. It can be found on the website 
for The Lewis Centre for Church Leadership https://www.churchleadership.com 

May we all be blessed and encouraged through the many insights that are offered to us 
all in How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where You’re Going: Leading in a Liminal Season.
Yours Faithfully, Elizabeth+

https://www.churchleadership.com/
https://epiphanysudbury.org/electronic-offering-program-eop/
https://epiphanysudbury.org/electronic-offering-program-eop/
https://epiphanysudbury.org/
https://pwrdf.org/give-today
http://www.pwrdf.org/


Times of transition are often characterized by a state of ambiguity or disorientation referred to as 
“liminality.” A person or group of people in a liminal state are between something that had ended 
and something else that is not yet ready to begin. Many congregations today find themselves in a 
liminal space, stuck at a threshold between an ending and a new beginning.

Leading effectively in a liminal season is incredibly dangerous work because people are 
generally not happy with the individual who guides them through the hard work of loss, grief, and 
letting go.

Liminality calls for a different leadership stance
A liminal season requires a personal presence that is different 

from leadership during stable times. Problematically, however, many 
church leaders invest their energy in traditional leadership activities: 
vision casting, advocating for big new ideas, striving for growth, and 
mastering new skills. These practices may provide a false sense of 
control and momentum; however, they don’t fundamentally impact 
liminality.

An effective leader must help individuals and groups remain in 
a liminal state for the time that it takes to get clear about their identity and 
to discover new structures that are more appropriately suited to their 
emerging identity. Leaders must embrace the disordered state. Leading in
a liminal season requires managing anxiety, embracing the freedom of 

unknowing, exploring new possible pathways, and resisting the temptation to reorient people 
before they are ready.

In traditional seasons of stability, leaders are selected and rewarded for their ability to 
restore order and reinforce the status quo. Traditional leadership focuses on striving to produce 
new outcomes and to advance mission. These are the activities that we typically honor when we 
recognize outstanding leadership. In liminal seasons, traditional leadership activities are 
exhausting and unproductive.

Leadership in a liminal season rarely looks outstanding to the random observer. In fact, 
leading effectively in a liminal season is incredibly dangerous work because people are generally 
not happy with the individual who guides them through the hard work of loss, grief, and letting go. 
People often want to reject leaders that are doing effective liminal work because those leaders are
making them feel uncomfortable.

It is much easier to be the kind of leader that strives to restore what was, the leader who 
makes people feel safe and happy. But that leader rarely takes the organization any place 
meaningful in a liminal era. That kind of leader often drags an organization back into its preliminal 
state, so that no adaption takes place.

Moses led in the liminality of the desert
Moses’s leadership presence during the wilderness wandering was not remarkable for the 

mileage covered, the growth of the community under this leadership, or the productivity of the 
community. Moses’ leadership during liminality is remarkable because of the new national identity 
that he birthed following God’s lead.

Moses does not enter the promised land with the people. His part of the biblical story only 
involved liminal season leadership. Moses emerges at the end of an era: he watches over the 
disintegration of the social structure that oppressed his people in slavery. Moses guides them 
through their liminal era and then turns the leadership reins over to the next generation. There is 
little in the way of accountable success in Moses’ story, and yet he is one of our greatest 
leadership heroes.

Leading from a place of open wonder and curiosity
Most of us will not be in leadership on the other side of this liminal era. The congregations 

we serve may move in and out of seasons of liminality, but the institutional Church will likely 
remain liminal for some time. Like Moses, we may never enter the promised land. We are liminal 
leaders, charged with taking the Church through this scary season of disorientation, 
disengagement, and disenchantment.

We can choose to throw our hands up in despair, but that will not be helpful to our 
constituents or the institution. We can choose to set audacious goals, cast bold new vision, and 
wrestle our way toward a new beginning. That approach may provide a false sense of purpose. It 
will not impact liminality.

Instead, we can approach this era with a different leadership stance, engaging a different 
body of leadership work. We can let go of our egoic need to look successful and lead instead from
a place of open wonder and curiosity. We can be led by the future itself as we discover the mind 
of Christ for the heart of the Church.

The work of a leader in a liminal season is not easy, and it is almost never pretty. However,
it may be the most important and ultimately rewarding work that you do in your lifetime.



Season of Creation at the Church of the Epiphany
Every year from Sept. 1 to Oct. 4 Christians around the world are invited to give particular 
attention to praying and caring for God’s creation in what is known as the Season of Creation.
In 2019 General Synod passed a resolution adopting the Season of Creation in the Anglican 
Church of Canada as a time of prayer, education and action.  The Season of Creation is not a
liturgical season like Lent, Advent or Easter, but rather is a time set apart for intentional prayer
and reflection.
A Prayer for Creation – shared with us from the Diocese of Moosonee

Creator of All,
We are grateful that from your communion of love you created our planet to be a home for all.
By your Holy Wisdom you made the Earth to bring forth a diversity of living beings that filled 
the soil, water and air. Each part of creation praises you in their being, and cares for one 
another from our place in the web of life.
With the Psalmist, we sing your praise that in your house “even the sparrow finds a home, 
and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young.” We remember that you call
human beings to keep your garden in ways that honor the dignity of each creature and 
conserve their place in the abundance of life on Earth.
But we know that our will to power pushes the planet beyond her limits. Our consumption is 
out of harmony and rhythm with Earth’s capacity to heal herself. Habitats are left barren or 
lost. Species are lost and systems fail. Where reefs and burrows, mountaintops and ocean 
deeps once teemed with life and relationships, wet and dry deserts lie empty, as if uncreated. 
Human families are displaced by insecurity and conflict, migrating in search of peace. 
Animals flee fires, deforestation and famine, wandering in search of a new place to find a 
home to lay their young and live.
In this Season of Creation, we pray that the breath of your creative Word would move our 
hearts, as in the waters of our birth and baptism. Give us faith to follow Christ to our just place
in the beloved community. Enlighten us with the grace to respond to your covenant and call to
care for our common home. In our tilling and keeping, gladden our hearts to know that we 
participate with your Holy Spirit to renew the face of your Earth, and safeguard a home for all.
In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to all creation, Jesus 
Christ.Amen.

THIS WEEK’S INTERCESSIONS
(Please uphold the following in your prayers this week)

For the Church in the World we pray for the Church of the Province of Uganda

For our companion parish of Tarime we pray for Nyasaricho – Catechist Joseph Musa

For the Church in our Diocese St. Paul’s, Thunder Bay The Ven. Dr. Deborah Kraft, The 
Rev. Gordon Holroyd (Hon.), The Rev. Anne Carr (Deacon Assoc.)

Lay Readers of the Diocese – Pray for the lay readers of the diocese as they participate in 
their conference (Sept. 24–25) hosted by the Deanery of Sudbury-Manitoulin, and for the 
ministries of all lay readers in the parishes, deaneries and diocese.

For those for whom prayer has been requested: Bishop Tom, Myrna Morrison, Cynthia, 
Ruth Amyot, Brandon Lee, Riley

 For Members of our Parish family Pedro and Antonia Vasquez; Gilles and Mary Tessier; 
Charles and Grace Nyabeze; Barb Bolton; Wayne and Kay Jermyn; Peter and Hoi; and their 
families

Morning – Gracious God, you give life and, in your Word, it is beautiful. Thank you for this 
new day. In each coming hour, help me to see beneath the ever-present difficulties and 
superficial joys into the mysteries you have set before your people. Guide me toward those I 
meet today in a way that welcomes them and in turn, grants me a welcome. In Jesus’ name I 
pray. Amen.

Evening – Merciful God, this day is nearly over and I am tired. I have been unable to do all 
that I had hoped; I have done some things I would take back if I could. Forgive me for my 
failures. Bring me into the warmth and security of your embrace now, and fill me with a new 
vision so that I may rest and rise to meet tomorrow with vigor, in the name of Christ Jesus, 
our Lord. Amen.


