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Worship Celebration with Holy Eucharist  
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Season of Creation 
Sunday September 5th, 2021 

10:30am 
 

Preacher and Presiding Celebrant - Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green 

 
The land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is on the 

traditional territory of  
Atikameksheng and Anishinabek First Nations  

This territory was the subject of Treaty 61,  
also known as the Robinson-Huron Treaty. 

We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on 
this land.  We are grateful for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work 

in this community, and we commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation with 
Indigenous Peoples 

 
Welcome  
 
The Gathering of the Community 
 
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All And also with you. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God, 
People            to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We remain standing. 



 
 

4 
 

The Prayer of the Day 
 
We pray in silence. 
 
Celebrant Let us pray 
  Holy God of unchangeable power, when you fashioned the world the 

morning stars sang together and the host of heaven shouted for joy; 
open our eyes to the wonders of creation and teach us to see all things 
for good, to the honor of your glorious name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

All  Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
We listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture. 
 
The First Reading  from Proverbs     (Pr. 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23) 
  

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 
   and favour is better than silver or gold. 
The rich and the poor have this in common: 
   the Lord is the maker of them all. 
Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 
   and the rod of anger will fail. 
Those who are generous are blessed, 
   for they share their bread with the poor. 
Do not rob the poor because they are poor, 
   or crush the afflicted at the gate; 
for the Lord pleads their cause 
   and despoils of life those who despoil them. 

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 125  

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, * 
Which cannot be moved, but stands fast for ever. 

The hills stand about Jerusalem; * 
So does the Lord stand round about his people, 
From this time for evermore. 

  
The sceptre of the wicked shall not hold sway over the  
Land allotted to the just, * 

So that the just shall not put their hands to evil. 
Show your goodness, O Lord, to those who are good * 

And to those who are true of heart. 
 
As for those who turn aside to crooked ways, 
The Lord will lead them away with their Evildoers; * 

But peace be upon Israel. 
 
The Second Reading   from the Letter of James      (Jas 2:1-17) 
 

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favouritism really 
believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold 
rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor 
person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one 
wearing the fine clothes and say, ‘Have a seat here, please’, while to 
the one who is poor you say, ‘Stand there’, or, ‘Sit at my feet’, have 
you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges 
with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not 
God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of 
the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But you 
have dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it 
not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the 
excellent name that was invoked over you? 
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You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, 
‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ But if you show partiality, 
you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For 
whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 
accountable for all of it. For the one who said, ‘You shall not commit 
adultery’, also said, ‘You shall not murder.’ Now if you do not commit 
adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
law. So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of 
liberty. For judgement will be without mercy to anyone who has 
shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgement. What good is it, my 
brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? 
Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat 
your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the 
good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 
 
The Gospel Acclamation Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   
 
The Gospel 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Mark 7:24-37 

 
Celebrant The Gospel of Christ 
People  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Sermon 
 
Anthem Will You Come and Follow Me (Soloist) 

 

John. L. Bell (1949 - ).  Music: Melody, Scottish Traditional 
Text and arr. © 1987 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland). GIA Publications Inc. 

 
We reflect in silence. 
  
The Apostle’s Creed  
 
Celebrant    Let us stand and confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
All  I believe in God,  
 the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the power Holy Spirit,  
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People  
 
Standing, sitting, or kneeling 
 
Leader  Today in the Anglican cycle of prayer, we pray for the Province of the 

Episcopal Church of Sudan. 
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 In our Diocese, we pray for Christian Education Leaders, Teachers, and 
Students in the Theological Colleges: Thorneloe University and St. Mark’s 
Chapel. 

 
Let us pray: 
- For our Companion Diocese of Tarime 
- For Anne, our Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario; for Linda, 

Primate of Canada; for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for our priest 
and pastor Elizabeth and our Associates John and Rhonda 

- For our outreach missions, through the Primate’s World Relief and 
Development Fund 

- For Suicide Prevention through the Council of the North  
- For our local initiatives.  We especially pray and give thanks for S.O.S. 

Street Outreach Sudbury and for all those they serve with mercy and 
compassion. 

- For the students and staff at Laurentian University during this time of 
uncertainty and especially as students, staff and faculty enter into this 
new school year. 

- For Sudbury’s Downtown Churches, today we especially pray for the 
Salvation Army. 

- For the world during this pandemic crisis 
 

 Confident that God hears and knows are needs, let us pray for all of God’s 
creation saying, “Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great” 

 
Leader God our Creator, you surround your people with favour and goodness 
 You have chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to inherit 
 your promised kingdom through our Lord Jesus Christ, who heals the 

afflicted and sets the oppressed free. In your mercy, open our mouths in 
intercession as we offer our prayers on behalf of the church, for all of 
creation, and for those in need. Hear us, O God,  

All for your mercy is great. 
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Leader In your mercy, open your church to welcome and honour the poor, 
meeting their needs with faith-filled deeds of love and generosity. Hear 
us, O God, 

All for your mercy is great. 
 

Leader In your mercy, uphold the land and those who labour to cultivate it, that 
both crops and people be sustained by your love and overflow with the 
blessings of your generous provision. Hear us, O God, 

All for your mercy is great. 
 
Leader In your mercy, establish justice for the poor, relief for the afflicted, and 

compassionate care for the physically and mentally ill and for those who 
suffer substance abuse. Hear us, O God, 

All for your mercy is great. 
 
Leader In your mercy, may we respect the dignity of all who struggle, showing 

your kindness to those in need. We pray for animals, forests, people, and 
for first responders who have been impacted by wildfires. We pray for all 
those who have been devasted by Hurricane Ida. We pray for all those 
who suffer violence, discrimination, oppression and famine in Syria, 
Yemen, Afghanistan, in the Middle East and throughout the world. Hear 
us, O God, 

All for your mercy is great 
 
Leader Holy God, in your mercy, we pray you: 

Open our ears to hear the cry of the poor. 
Open our mouths to advocate for the afflicted. 
Open our hands to lift up those who are pressed down. 
Open our hearts to share generously with those who lack; we pray 
especially for Bishop Tom, Ruth Amyot, Steffi and for all those we 
remember in quietness of our hearts. (silence). 
Hear us, O God, 

All for your mercy is great 
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Leader In your mercy, bless the faithful poor and afflicted who have passed into 
your presence today to receive the rich inheritance you have prepared for 
them in your kingdom. Hear us, O God, 

All for your mercy is great 
 
Leader Creator God, we trust in you to do us good through the loving, life-giving 

name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer.  
All Amen. 
 
We Seek God’s Forgiveness   
  
Lay Reader Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he 

welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins 
confident in God’s forgiveness.  

 
Celebrant Most merciful God 

All we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us,  

that we may delight in your will  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all 

your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 
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The Peace   
 
As you are able, please stand 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
We greet each other with the peace of Christ. 
 
The Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
 
Prayer over the Gifts 
 
Celebrant Creator God, maker of us all, we pray you accept all we offer you this 

day. May we bring you true and spiritual worship and be one with you 
and with all you have created. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

All Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving  
 
Celebrant The Lord is with you 
People And also with you. 
 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant Holy God, Lover of creation, we give you thanks and praise for in the 

ocean of your steadfast love you bear us and place the song of your 
Spirit in our hearts. When we turn from your love and defile the earth, 
you do not abandon us. 
Your Spirit speaks through Huldah and Micah, 
through prophets, sages, and saints in every age, 
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to confront our sin and reveal the vision of your new creation. Joining 
in the song of the universe we proclaim your glory together as we say: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord, 
God of power and might 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant Holy and Gracious God, 
in the fullness of time you sent Jesus the Christ 
to share our fragile humanity. 
Through Jesus' life, death and resurrection 
you open the path from brokenness to health, 
from fear to trust, from pride and conceit to reverence for you. 
Rejected by a world that could not bear the Gospel of life, 
Jesus knew death was near. 
 
His head anointed for burial by an unknown woman, Jesus gathered 
together those who loved him. He took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it and gave it to his friends, saying, "Take and eat: this is my body 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, gave you thanks, and said 
"Drink this all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant which is 
shed for you and for many.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me."  
 
And now we gather at this table in response to his commandment, to 
share the bread and cup of Christ's undying love, and to proclaim our 
faith, 

All Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Celebrant Breathe your Holy Spirit, the wisdom of the universe, upon these gifts 

that we bring to you: this bread, this cup, ourselves, our souls and 
bodies, that we may be signs of your love for all the world and 
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ministers of your transforming purpose. Through Christ, with Christ, 
and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, Creator 
of all, and we bless your holy name for ever.  

All Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer    
 
Celebrant Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
 

All  Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Celebrant We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All We, being many, are one body for we all share in the one bread 
 
The Communion   
 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God 
People Thanks be to God. 
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All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 
All people of faith are welcome to the table of the Lord. 
It is Jesus himself who invites you. 
 
Prayer after Communion    
 
As you are able, please stand 
 
Celebrant  Let us pray together  
All  Creator God, Mother and Father of us all, your word and sacrament 

give us food and life. May we who have shared in holy things bear 
fruit to your honour and glory. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  

 
Celebrant  Glory to God   
All Whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   
Glory to God from generation to generation,  
in the Church, and in Christ Jesus,  
for ever and ever.  Amen 

 
The Sung Blessing  
 
Blessing 
 
Dismissal 
 
Lay Leader Let us go forth in peace to love and to serve the Lord, as we love and 

serve one another.   
People Thanks be to God!  
 
Announcements 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS FOR TODAY’S WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

     Preacher and Presiding Celebrant:  Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green 
Lay Reader and Intercessor:  Christine Osmond 

Cantor:  Christine Kraus 
Reader:  Kahlan Kivisto 

Soloist: Samuel Fritz 
Director of Music:  Normand Blanchard 

Technical Support:  Kevin Doonan 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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