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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Please join us for a pre-recorded digital online worship Service of the Word with the Rev. Dr.
Elizabeth Green beginning 8 am this Sunday.

You can find our programs on the parish website (www.epiphanysudbury.org) or on our
Facebook page or on Youtube.

READINGS FOR PENTECOST 5 Wisdom 1:13-15, 2:23-24; Psalm 30; 2 Corinthians 8:7-15;
Mark 5:21-43

In today’s portion from the Wisdom of Solomon we hear the reassuring, reaffirming words,
that God is both creator and ally for all of God’s creation. Psalm 30 also praises God as
healer and giver of life. God’s capacity to give life and healing become exemplified in Jesus,
who raises the daughter of Jairus and heals the hemorrhaging woman in the story from Mark.
Today’s portion of Paul’s second letter to the ancient church in Corinth deals with the relief
fund for the Jerusalem church.

Questions for Reflection

When the woman who suffered a chronic and isolating ailment touched Jesus, he stated that
the power had gone out from him. What aspects of your life and ministry empty you of power?
How do you discern healthy limits and habits for the care of yourself and others? Which
spiritual practices do you find most revitalizing when your energy reserves are depleted? In
such times, how does your faith make you whole?

+

REOPENING PLANS FOR CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY

Because we are all still experiencing a time of uncertainty concerning COVID-19, and with the
summer months soon upon us, it is hoped that Church of the Epiphany will reopen its doors
for worship on Sunday, Aug. 22™. In the meantime, every member of the Church of the
Epiphany is urged to please receive the two required vaccination shots so to help ensure the
health and safety of all.

WEDNESDAY WOMEN'S HOUR This is an hour just for the ladies! We meet via Zoom to
check in on each other, discuss timely issues and how they affect us as Christians, pray
together, and just visit. if you would like to join us, Wednesday, June 30, 11 am, please
contact Mary at donatomarye@hotmail.com

CRISIS IN KASHECHWAN Kashechewan First Nation, in the Diocese of Moosonee is being
ravaged by COVID-19. Archbishop Anne Germond is urging us to help.
Donations may be made in the following ways:

* Through Canadahelps on the Diocese of Moosonee website on the DONATE button.
Please write: “Kashechewan COVID Crisis” in the space provided for comments.

» Cheques may be sent to the Moosonee Synod office care of the chief financial officer,
Canon Patricia Dorland; 2- 113 B Third Street West; Cochrane Ontario POL 1CO.
Please write Kashechewan on the memo line of your cheque.


http://www.epiphanysudbury.org/

» Etransfers may be made by calling the Synod office at 705.272-4310 and speaking
with Canon Patricia Dorland.

All donations made through the Diocese of Moosonee will receive a charitable donation
receipt.

You can read Archbishop Anne's article describing the situation in Kashechewan on the
Diocese of Algoma website The Chief who prays with his people before he goes to bed

PAY IT FORWARD WITH PWRDF Consider making a donation to Primate World Relief and
Development Fund's Vaccine Equity Fund. Your gift will support PWRDF partners in the most
vulnerable parts of the world as they prepare for vaccination rollout, including work already
underway to supply PPE, thermometers, sanitation and handwashing facilities, and accurate
public health information. Donate at pwrdf.org

SAY YES TO KIDS The Anglican Foundation of Canada needs your help to fund an ambitious
new program of support for a pandemic-impacted generation.

Algoma's Seeds of Hope Team is rallying support for youth services in the Diocese of Algoma,
including the Sudbury Action Centre for Youth and Pauline's Place in Sault Ste. Marie. You
can donate at www.canadahelps.org/s/GE84Y

PASTORAL CONCERNS REQUEST The Pastoral Concerns committee is asking for
donations of wool (worsted weight or weight #2) suitable for making prayer shawls. Should
you wish to make a contribution please contact either Barb Bolton at 705-674-1691, or
Lorraine Campbell at 705-822-4342 to arrange for pickup.

PRAYER MINISTRY If you, a friend, or a loved one is in need of prayer and would like
your/their name added to our Sunday morning prayers, and also in the next two issues of
Epiphany This Week Intercessions, please contact either Lorraine Campbell ( 705-822-4342)
or Barbara Bolton (705-674-1691).

PASTORAL CARE If you, or someone you know, is need of pastoral care and/or a safe visit
by Rev. Elizabeth, please be sure to let our priest know either by way of emails or telephone
calls. Communication is always helpful as we strive to love and care for others.

Electronic Offering Program (EOP) at the Church of the Epiphany

Going forward, it would be most helpful if Members could
make their financial offerings through the Electronic
Offering Program.

For those wishing to enroll in EOP at the Church of the
Epiphany, please go to our main website
https://epiphanysudbury.org. On the top of the page you will
see Electronic Offering Program (EOP). Please click on this link
to start your enrollment. Here is a direct link to the program
https://epiphanysudbury.org/electronic-offering-program-eop/.

A Note from the Rev. Elizabeth
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked
him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus
answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned, he was born blind so that
God's works might be revealed in him. — John 9:1-3

I love the story of The Man Born Blind in John. Why? Because it affirms that we
are who we are, not because of our, or anyone else’s sin, but because we have each been
created just as we are, so that God’s works might be revealed in us — in all of us.

For decades, the month of June has been dedicated as LGBTQIA2+Pride Month.
It is a month that is dedicated to all the millions of people who do not fit into the same
traditional gender identity, sexual orientation norms that have long been used as
measuring sticks against those who, historically, were not considered to be “normal.”

I remember when I first heard the story of the tragic torture and murder of
Matthew Shepard. You may recall that Matthew Shepard was a gay American student at
the University of Wyoming who was beaten, tortured, and left for dead near Laramie on
the night of October 6, 1998. He died from severe head injuries six days later. For me,
the murderous, hate-fuelled death of Matthew Shepard still feels like it happened
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yesterday; I think because I remember hearing my father preach not long after Matthew
died of the injuries that were intended to kill him. The Gospel story was of the Man
Born Blind. My father, who was a “centre-of-the aisle” kind of preacher, stood there,
with only a few notes in his hand, and wept. He wept uncontrollably. Before he could
even utter a word, my father stood there with tears streaming down his face. Because all
those in the congregation respected my father, and loved him dearly, they safely allowed
him the time and space he needed to ride through his emotions and collect his thoughts
before he was finally able to speak. It was so moving, so powerful. It wasn’t until years
later that I came to realize that my father’s empathy and pain arose from a much deeper
place within him; a place deeper than even I knew.

After nearly 20 years of serving in ordained ministry, [ have seen first-hand the
damage that is done to LGBTQIA+ people when clergy and members of the church tell
them that they are not wanted, not welcomed, not loved, and that they should be
“ashamed” of who they are. These harsh, judgemental words, attitudes, and behaviours
go against everything that Jesus taught. The primary teaching of Jesus then and now, is
that God’s creative, life-giving love is inclusive of all people, especially the outcasts, the
rejected, the unloved, and the unwanted. That’s why this Sunday we celebrate the
LGBTQIA2+ community as part of our worship; we even invited and included members
of the Church of the Epiphany who identify as LGBTQIA2+. After our recording, I
heard some important feedback. I have been given permission to share what was said to
me.

“It feels so good to be in a church that welcomes me. I finally feel like it is safe for me to come
to church and to invite my friends. My friends are safe here. I can 't tell you how much that
means to me.” — Roderich Kivisto.

“I am a Christian who happens to be gay - I always phrase it like that because my love for God
and for God's church is first and foremost about who I am; my sexuality is secondary. This is
important in relation to Rev. Elizabeth's sermon, as we are ALL included as being loved by
God, regardless of sexuality or gender expression. All of us are God's children. I have never
not felt at home within the Anglican church because everyone I've met has accepted me with
open arms and loving support for who God made me to be. I used to wish, and even pray, that [
would somehow "change" and become "like everyone else" but today I have been shown yet
again that I am who I was created to be. I was shown again that I am NOT a mistake, and that
I am NOT meant to change or conform. The LGBTQIA2+ community has a place in
Anglicanism and in Christianity and I am so grateful that we are open to this at the Church of
Epiphany!” — Samuel Fritz

“The LGBTQ+ service was heartwarming, bittersweet, and one of the best things the church
could do for pride month. I know too many people who have been ostracized by the church for
being LGBTQ+ and I am so glad that our church can show them they are loved and accepted
for who they are.” — Kahlan Kivisto.

L-R: Norm Blanchard, dh Kivisto, Marion
Collinson, Rev. Elizabeth, Samuel Fritz, Kahlan
Kivisto.



I pray that we will all hear, learn and listen to the responses to inclusive love that has
recently been experienced by the young people of our church. Their words matter. Their
feelings matter. Their lives matter. They, like all of us, have been created to be who they
are, so that God’s works may be uniquely revealed through them. May we all honour and
celebrate the many and great works of our Creator God - works that we have all been
blessed to love with open minds, arms and hearts; just as Jesus loves us all.

To God be the Glory.
Thanks be to God.

THIS WEEK'’S INTERCESSIONS
(Please uphold the following in your prayers this week)

For the Church in the World we pray for The Church of Pakistan (United)

For the Church in our Diocese we pray for our youth, that they may experience great joy
and growth in the sharing of their journeys of faith with one another and in their parish
context.

Pray for all those who provide ministry in support of our youth.

We pray for St. John’s, Biscotasing and St. Christopher’s, McGregor Bay, and the ministry of
our summer students and supervisors.

We pray for Camp Manitou, Camp Temiskaming, and Camp Gitchigomee and their boards of
directors.

For our Companion Diocese of Tarime we pray for Bumera - Catechist Clemencia Mnyara

For those for whom prayer has been requested: Bob Duff, Renee L. and Gwen Crosdale,
William, Joan, Bishop Tom, Myrna Morrison, Steve, Muriel Hankinson, Ryan, Steven, Marilyn,
Fayez Afzaal, Kevin Doonan and his family as they mourn the loss of their beloved Aunt Betty,
We offer our prayers for Sandra Seniuk as she grieves the loss of her husband, who passed
away earlier this month.

For Members of our Parish family, Phyllis Griffith; Maybourne Kohlsmith; Carrie Leatherdale
& Samuel and Jesse Fritz; Roderich Kivisto and Kahlan Kivisto.Peter, Gilles and Hoi; and
their families

Morning — Good Morning God. Before this day takes hold of me and | am spread too thin by
care, | come to you to sit quietly, for you are good to those who wait for you, to the soul that
seeks your peace. Fill me with your life-giving presence; may all that | do this day be done
with calm attention, for you are my strength and my peace. Amen.

Evening — Loving God, thank you for helping me to become a more generous and attentive
person this day. As | let go of all the things done and left undone this day, make me mindful
that it is your strength and steadfast loving presence that keeps my faith whole and fills me

with a quiet confidence. May | rest safely in your peace this night. Amen.



