The Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury

Come as You Are. All Are Welcome!

Worship Celebration for
National Indigenous Day of Prayer
Service of the Word
Sunday, June 20t, 2021
Officiant and Preacher - The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green

The land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is on the traditional territory of
Atikameksheng and Anishinabek First Nations.
This territory was the subject of Treaty 61, also known as the Robinson-Huron Treaty.
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land.
We are grateful for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and
we commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples

The Gathering of the Community

Opening Hymn God, Your Glorious Presence - CP 337

1 God, your glorious presence
draws us to adore you,
and with awe appear before you.
In your holy temple
all keep mystic silence,
prostrate lie with deepest reverence.
You alone God we own,
you our God and Saviour:
praise your name for ever.

2 In God's glorious presence
hear the harps resounding!
See the hosts the throne surrounding!
"Holy, holy, holy,"
hear the hymn ascending,
angels, saints, their voices blending!
Bow your ear to us here:
hear, O Christ, the praises
that your church now raises.



Rev. Elizabeth
People

Rev. Elizabeth
People

Fount of every blessing,

purify my spirit,

trusting only in your merit.

Like the holy angels

who behold your splendour,
may I ceaseless worship render.
Let your will ever still

rule your church terrestrial,

as the hosts celestial.

Text: Gerhard Tersteegen (1697-1769); tr. Frederick William Foster (1760-1835,
John Miller (1756-1810), and William Mercer (1811-1873), alt.
Music: Joachim Neander (1650-1680).

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you

Almighty God,

to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Call to Confession from Feasting on the Word: Liturgies for Year B

Rev. Elizabeth

silence

Rev. Elizabeth
All

Dear friends in Christ,

as we turn our hearts and minds to worship our Creator God, all of God’s
creation groans. Our sins affect all around us, land and sky and sea, air
and water, our neighbours and ourselves.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith.

God of all mercy

we confess that we have sinned against you,

opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in
each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We
repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the
evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore and strengthen us through
our Saviour Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve
only your will. Amen.



Declaration of Forgiveness

Rev. Elizabeth

People

Merciful God,

grant to your faithful people pardon and peace,

that we may be cleansed from all our sins

and serve you with a quiet mind;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Prayer of the Day (In Silence We Pray Together)

Rev. Elizabeth

All

Gracious God, through your Son Jesus Christ you have assured the
human family that love destroys the power of sin and death. Through
Jesus you invite all creation into your reconciling love. As you freed his
followers from their fear of the risks of discipleship, so draw us forward
with the strength, compassion and courage we need, that we may love
our neighbours as ourselves. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

We Listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture

The First Reading from the Prophet Job (Job 38:1-11)

Reader
People

Then the LoRD answered Job out of the whirlwind:

‘Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?

Gird up your loins like a man, I will question you, and you shall declare
to me. ‘Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?

Tell me, if you have understanding. Who determined its
measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? On
what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone when the morning
stars sang together and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?* Or who
shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb?—when I
made the clouds its garment, and thick darkness its swaddling band, and
prescribed bounds for it, and set bars and doors, and said, “Thus far
shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be
stopped”?

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.



The Psalm Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
Normand L. Blanchard, 2021
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Give thanks to the Lord for he is good.

The Second Reading from the 2n? Letter to the Corinthians (2 Cor. 6:1-13 )

Brothers and Sisters, as we work together with Christ, we urge you also
not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says, ‘At an acceptable time
[ have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are
putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with
our ministry, but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in
every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labours, sleepless nights,
hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit,
genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons
of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honour and
dishonour, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors,
and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see
- we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet
possessing everything.

We have spoken frankly to you; our heart is wide open to you. There is
no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. In return—I speak as
to children—open wide your hearts also.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church
People Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
Normand L. Blanchard (2018)
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Rev. Elizabeth The Lord is with you
People And also with you.
Rev. Elizabeth The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark

People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



The Gospel

Rev. Elizabeth
People

Mark 4:35-41

The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Please be seated

Sermon

The Nicene Creed - As adapted by the World Council of Churches, 1992 Salvador, Bahia,

Brazil; - in Solidarity with Indigenous Women.

Rev. Elizabeth Let us stand and confess our faith, as we say,

All

We believe in God who carries us in her womb and gives birth to us;
who cradles us in her arms and feeds us at her breast; and who
teaches us to walk, and to walk together.

We believe in God who shows us in Jesus’ life and death that she
dances in a child and beats with a drummer; shines through the eyes
of the youth; who wanders with the homeless and takes refuge with
the poor; who weeps with the children and suffers with the abused;
and who stands in solidarity with the oppressed.

We believe in God who says “I am becoming who I am becoming”; who
shatters our false idols and our incomplete images of the Holy; who
breaks the chains of our slavery to riches, consumerism, traditions,
patriarchy, divisions and fears; who breaks the chains of our slavery
due to sexism, racism, exploitation, war and violence; who challenges
us to let go of the chains of slavery in our minds, and allows her
transforming Spirit to flow freely.

We believe in God who calls us to celebrate and to dance; to scatter to
all corners of the earth to do justice for all peoples; to respect and
embrace the whole of her creation; to see ourselves in the other. We
believe in God who fills us with her power to do what is required of
us! Amen.



The Prayers of the People

Leader

pause in silence

Leader

pause in silence

Today in the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for the United church of
North India.

In our Diocese, we pray for Pray for our National Indigenous
Archbishop, The Most Rev. Mark MacDonald, and all Indigenous People
in the Diocese and for continued reconciliation with our siblings in
Christ as we walk on a road of love, understanding, and humility in our
journey together. We pray for St. John’s, Garden River Bishop Fauquier
Memorial Chapel.

Let us pray:

- For our Companion Diocese of Tarime

- For Anne, our Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario; for Linda,
Primate of Canada; for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for our
priest and pastor Elizabeth and our Associates John and Rhonda

- For our outreach missions, through the Primate’s World Relief and
Development Fund

- For Suicide Prevention through the Council of the North

- For our local initiatives. We especially pray and give thanks for
S.0.S. Street Outreach Sudbury

- For the students and staff at Laurentian University during this
time of uncertainty

- For the world during this pandemic crisis

- In celebration of Father’s Day, today we pray and give thanks for
Fathers, Step-Fathers and Grandfathers everywhere. May all
Families and Fathers be blessed with a safe, happy, healthy
Fathers Day.

As we continue to offer to God the prayers of our hearts, minds and
consciences, a moment of silence will follow each petition.

Creator God, - Gitchi Manitou - we come together as a human family,
blessed to be alive, blessed to be on this land, blessed to have
neighbours as diverse as your creation. You surround us with air we
breathe, water we drink, all manner of living plants and animals that
delight us and sustain us. Thank you, Creator, for all you provide. We
take a moment in silence to ponder the blessings you give us—of family,
friends, places to call home, the food we eat, the web of life in which we
with all creatures live, move, and have our being. Hear us as we give
thanks.



Leader

pause in silence

Leader

pause in silence

All
pause in silence

Leader

All

pause in silence
Leader

All

pause in silence

Creator God - Gitchi Manitou - we thank you for Indigenous neighbours
and friends this day. And yet we lament, too. We lament that historic
and contemporary racism continues to mar our relations. We lament the
church’s role as beneficiaries of an economic and governance system
that privileges settler peoples at the expense of the First Peoples of this
land. We lament apathy in the face of the need for change, change that
recognizes the sovereignty of the First Peoples and recognizes at long
last, in ways that make a difference, the sacredness of the land and the
need for all of us to walk humbly upon it.

Creator God - Gitchi Manitou — we thank you for the witness of strength,
caring, and love of Indigenous peoples, and for the struggle for what is
just and right and we pray you open our hearts this day. Encourage us to
listen more, speak less, participate in the movements for change that
will bring us together in good and respectful ways. Encourage us to
make friends, get to know someone’s story, and share our stories too,
without fear, for in Christ we know we are all kin, relatives, with you
and with each other and with all living and non-living things.

Hear us now as we pray for those hurting and in pain in all our
communities. You are invited to repeat the last sentence of each petition
- so that justice will finally come.

For anyone worn down by systemic racism, including by government
and by the church, that White people and those with power will change
their thinking, and how they live, so that justice will finally come,

so that justice will finally come.

For anyone suffering the injustice of racial profiling, ending up involved
with the law and incarcerated in prisons at a higher rate than other
populations, that policing will change, so that justice will finally come,
so that justice will finally come.

For survivors of residential schools, and their families that continue to
live with that legacy, that justice will finally come,
that justice will finally come.
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For people living on reserves with shortages of funds for decent
housing, water, water treatment, schools, and other community
infrastructure, that justice will finally come,

that justice will finally come.

For Indigenous neighbours living in urban areas, facing the challenges of
prejudice and discrimination, for those living with PTSD and addiction,
that justice will finally come,

that justice will finally come.

For Indigenous women and girls, facing the two evils of racism and
sexism, that their lives and bodies will be respected as sacred, so that
justice might finally come,

so that justice might finally come.

For those Indigenous women and girls who are among the thousands of
murdered and missing, for them and their families, our lament at the
shame of what has happened and our pledge to advocate for their safety,
so that justice will finally come,

so that justice might finally come.

For the air, that all might breathe it clean and free, that justice might
finally come,
that justice might finally come.

For the waters—marshlands, lakes, rivers, streams. For the great seas
and oceans. That they might be protected for the benefit of seven
generations hence, that justice will finally come,

that justice might finally come.



Leader

All
pause in silence

Leader

All

pause in silence

Leader
Hymn
1
2
3

For the lands, forests, grass, and farmlands. For the prairies, foothills,
and mountains. For their beauty, for the life that teems within, upon,
and over them, for the reprioritization of the health of ecosystems over
profit, so that justice will finally come,

so that justice will finally come

For the animals, birds, fish, and life of all kinds whose viability is being
threatened by unsustainable human activity, that their lives will begin
to count so that justice will finally come.

so that justice will finally come

Creator God, - Gitchi Manidou -these prayers, as well as the prayers of
our hearts, we lift up to you. Hear our celebrations as we claim anew our
kinship with you and with all our relations. Hear our laments, and grow
our hearts full of compassion for self and other as we go into the world
as a better friend and neighbour to all. We pray in the name of our
Creator God, who is Mother and Father of us all. Amen.

Come, O God of All the Earth - CP 589

Come, O God of all the earth;
come to us, O Righteous One.
Come and bring our love to birth;
in the glory of your Son. (Ref.)

Refrain

Sing out, earth and skies!

Sing of the God who loves you.
Raise your joyful cries,

Dance to the life around you.

Come, O God of wind and flame;

fill the earth with righteousness.
Teach us all to sing your name;

may our lives your love confess. (Ref.)

Come, O God of flashing light;
twinkling star and burning sun.
God of day and God of night;

in your light we all are one.



Come, O God of snow and rain;
shower down upon the earth.
Come, O God of joy and pain;

God of sorrow, God of mirth. (Ref.)

Come, O Justice, come, O Peace;
come and shape our hearts anew.
Come and make oppression cease;
bring us all to life in you. (Ref.)

Words and music: Marty Haugen Copyright © 1985 by GIA Publications, Inc. 7494 S. Mason Ave,,
Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com. 800-442-1358. All rights reserved. Used under license.

The Lord’s Prayer First Nations Version

Rev. Elizabeth

All

Doxology

Rev. Elizabeth
All

Let us pray in the way Jesus taught us.

Eternal Spirit Earth-maker,

Pain-bearer, Life-giver,

Source of all that is and that shall be,

Father and Mother of us all,

Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echos through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom

sustain our hope and come on earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.

From trials too great to endure, spare us.

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,

now and for ever. Amen.

Glory to God

whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more

than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,

for ever and ever. Amen.



Announcements

A Sung Blessing

The Blessing

Rev. Elizabeth
All

Closing Hymn

1

Text and Music: Neil McLaren

Let Streams of Living Justice - CP 575

Let streams of living justice flow down upon the earth.

Give freedom’s light to captives; let all the poor have worth.

The hungry’s hands are pleading; the workers claim their rights,
The mourners long for laughter, the blinded seek for sight.
Make liberty a beacon, strike down the iron power.

Abolish ancient vengeance. Proclaim your people’s hour.

For healing of the nations, for peace that will not end.

For love that makes us lovers, God grant us grace to mend.

Weave our varied gifts together: knit our lives as they are spun.

On your loom of life enrol us till the thread of life is run.

O great Weaver of our fabric, bind church and world in one.

Dye our texture with your radiance, light our colours with your sun.

Your city’s built for music: we are the stones you seek.

Your harmony is language. We are the words you speak.

Our faith we find in service, our hope in other’s dreams.

Our love in hand of neighbour. Our homeland brightly gleams.
Inscribe our hearts with justice, your way - the path untried:
Your truth - the heart of stranger, your life - the Crucified.

Text: William Whitla (1934 -) ©.
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Words and music copyright © November 2001 Neil McLaren, nmclaren@rogers.com. Used by permission
Amen.

Music: Gustav Theodore Holst (1874-1934), The Planets; harm. Adapt. Hymns for Church and School,

1964. © J. Curwen and Sons, Ltd. (London). Used under license.



Dismissal

Leader Go forth in peace to love and serve the Lord as we love and serve one
another!
People Thanks be to God!
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