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Officiant and Preacher – The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green 

 
The land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is on the traditional territory of  

Atikameksheng and Anishinabek First Nations  
This territory was the subject of Treaty 61, also known as the Robinson-Huron Treaty. 

We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. We are grateful 
for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and we commit ourselves to 

the work of reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples 

 
The Gathering of the Community  
 
Opening Hymn    Blessed Jesus, At Your Word - CP 559 

1  Blessed Jesus, at your word  
we are gathered all to hear you.  
Let our hearts and souls be stirred  
now to seek and love and fear you.  
By your gospel pure and holy,  
teach us, Lord, to love you solely.  

2  All our knowledge, sense, and sight  
lie in deepest darkness shrouded,  
till your Spirit breaks our night  
with your beams of truth unclouded.  
You alone to God can win us;  
you must work all good within us.  

3  Glorious Lord, yourself impart;  
Light of Light, from God proceeding,  
open lips and ears and heart;  
help us by your Spirit's leading.  
Hear the cry your church now raises;  
Lord, accept our prayers and praises.  

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer (1619-1684); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt. 
Music: Melody Johann Rudolph Ahle (1625-1673), alt.; harm. George Herbert Palmer (1846-1926) 

 
Rev. Elizabeth Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 



Rev. Elizabeth This is the day that the Lord has made; 

People  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Rev. Elizabeth Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Rev. Elizabeth Almighty God, 

People to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

We Seek God’s Forgiveness 

 

Confession and Absolution   (for the Season of Easter – from the New Zealand Anglican Prayer Book.) 

 

Rev. Elizabeth We come seeking forgiveness for all we have failed to be and do as 

members of Christ’s body.  In God there is forgiveness. 

 

Silence 

 

Rev. Elizabeth Loving and all-seeing God, 

All forgive us where we have failed to support one another and to be 

what we claim to be. Forgive us where we have failed to serve you; 

and where our thoughts and actions have been contrary to yours 

we ask your pardon. 

 

Rev. Elizabeth God forgives us; be at peace.  Rejoice and be glad, for Christ is 

resurrection; reconciliation for all the human race 

 

All We shall be one in Christ, one in our life together. Praise to God 

who has created us, praise to God who has accepted us, praise to 

God who sends us into the world 

 
The Prayer of the Day  In Silence We Pray Together 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Almighty God, your power makes the lame to walk and the dead rise to 

life. We give you thanks for the love poured into our world through 
Christ Jesus, who opened our minds to understand what you have made, 
whose appearance among his followers brings peace, and who creates 
faith through touch and taste. Show us Jesus, even now, through the 



mystery of your threefold presence, one God, abiding now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
We Listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture 
 
The First Reading   from Acts of the Apostles     (Acts 3:11-19)  
 

While the lame beggar clung to Peter and John, all the people ran 
together to them in the portico called Solomon’s Portico, utterly 
astonished. When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You 
Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 
though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our 
ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release 
him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a 
murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God 
raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, 
his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and 
the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 
presence of all of you. ‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in 
ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had 
foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent 
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out. 

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Psalm  Psalm 4 
 
 
 
 
The Second Reading from the 1st Letter of John    (1 Jn 1:1-2:2) 
 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children 
of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what 
we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when 
he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all 
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is  
lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in 



him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has 
either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
      
Gospel Acclamation  

 

 

 

 

Please stand as you are able 

 

Rev. Elizabeth The Lord is with you 

People  And also with you. 

Rev. Elizabeth The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke 

People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The Gospel      Luke 24:36b-48 

 

Rev. Elizabeth The Gospel of Christ 

People  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Please be seated 

 

Sermon 
The Apostle’s Creed 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Let us confess our faith as we say, 
All I believe in God,  

the Father almighty,   
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
Who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
Born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  



and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People  
 
Leader Today in the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for the Church of Ireland. 
 

In our Diocese, we pray for Parish of St. Stephen, Church of the 
Redeemer, Rosseau, St. Thomas’, Orrville and St. Thomas’, 
Ullswater/Bent River 
 
Let us pray: 

- For our Companion Diocese of Tarime 
- For Anne, our Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario; for Linda, 

Primate of Canada; for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for our 
priest and pastor Elizabeth and our Associates John and Rhonda 

- For our outreach missions, through the Primate’s World Relief and 
Development Fund 

- For Suicide Prevention through the Council of the North  
- For our local initiatives.  We especially pray and give thanks for 

S.O.S. Street Outreach Sudbury 
- For the students and staff at Laurentian University during this 

time of uncertainty 
- For the world during this pandemic crisis  

 
 God has made the One who was rejected, the cornerstone of a new 

community. In the name of Christ Jesus, let us pray for the needs of the 
world saying, Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

 
Leader Holy God, as the risen Christ opened the minds of the disciples to 

understand the Scriptures and gave them power through the Holy Spirit 
to walk boldly in this world, open your people today to the healing, 
wisdom, and faith given in your Word: Hear us, O God,  

All your mercy is great. 
 
Leader God of Mercy, as Christ Jesus showed his wounded hands and feet to the 

terrified apostles, reveal to your church, and to people of prayer in 
every faith, the wounds of our neighbours, the fears of individuals and 
families, and the ways toward healing and wholeness: Hear us, O God, 



All your mercy is great. 
 
Leader God of Peace, we beg for peace among nations, peace throughout 

communities, peace within families, peace within ourselves. Show the 
nations of this world your vision of justice, offer the leaders your mantle 
of wisdom, and give the people your blessing of peace: Hear us, O God, 

All your mercy is great. 
 
Leader God of Light, let your brightness burn in places shrouded in violence. 

Reveal the pains that are hidden in secret. Unveil the needs of our own 
hearts so that we may know the power of vulnerability. Your Son was 
raised to life even from the grave. Show us again that new life comes 
from death: Hear us, O God,  

All your mercy is great. 
 
Leader God of Compassion, we pray for all who are in need, for refugees of war 

and all who are displaced by storms, for rescue workers and medical 
teams, for those whose bones are weary, and for whose emotions are 
frail; for those who show us the power of community to give hope to the 
frightened, and for all who have asked for our prayers: Hear us, O God, 

All your mercy is great. 
 
Leader God of Love, you command us to bring to you our deepest desires, and 

we pray now for those persons and concerns that lie on our hearts, 
spoken aloud or in silence... (please pause for a few moments of silence) 
Hear us, O God,  

All your mercy is great. 
 
Leader Holy God, trusting in your abundant mercy, we commend into your care 

all for whom we pray, and our own lives; through Jesus Christ, our Risen 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Hymn  Dear God, Compassionate and Kind - CP  455 

1  Dear God, compassionate and kind, 
forgive our foolish ways. 
Re-clothe us in our rightful mind, 
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 

2  In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
beside the Syrian sea, 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 



let us, like them, without a word, 
rise up and follow thee, 
rise up and follow thee! 

3  O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
the silence of eternity 
interpreted by love, 
interpreted by love! 

4  Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace, 
the beauty of thy peace. 

5  Breathe through the heats of our desire 
thy coolness and thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm, 
O still, small voice of calm. 
 
Text: John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892), alt. 
Music: Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918) 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Rev. Elizabeth  Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
   

All    Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  



and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Doxology 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Glory to God 
All    whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
A Sung Blessing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Blessing  

 

Rev. Elizabeth  May the God of second chances renew your sense of call and inspire you 

to go out and share the good news of forgiveness and hope! Alleluia! 

 

Closing Hymn   All Praise to Thee – CP 387 

1 All praise to thee, for thou. O King divine, 

didst yield the glory that of right was thine, 

that in our darkened hearts thy grace might shine: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

2 Thou cam'st to us in lowliness of thought; 

by thee the outcast and the poor were sought, 



and by thy death was God's salvation wrought: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

3 Let this mind be in us which was in thee, 

who wast a servant that we might be free, 

humbling thyself to death on Calvary: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

4 Wherefore, by God's eternal purpose, 

thou art high exalted o'er all creatures now, 

and given the name to which all knees shall bow: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

5 Let every tongue confess with one accord 

in heaven and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord; 

and God eternal be by all adored: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Text: Jesus Christ is Lord (Phil.2.5-11); para. F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984) 
Para. © 1985 The Church Pension Fund. 
Music: Ralph VAugnan Williams (1872-1958). © Oxford University Press. 

 
Dismissal 
 
Leader  Let us go forth in peace to love and to serve the Lord as we love and serve 

one another. Alleluia! 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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