The Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury

Come as You Are. All Are Welcome!

Worship Celebration for
EASTER SUNDAY
Service of the Word
Sunday April 4, 2021
Officiant and Preacher - The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green

The land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is on the traditional territory of

Atikameksheng and Anishinabek First Nations

This territory was the subject of Treaty 61, also known as the Robinson-Huron Treaty.
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. We are grateful
for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and we commit ourselves to

the work of reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples

LIGHTING AND BLESSING OF THE EASTER CANDLE

Rev. Elizabeth

All

Hymn

Christ yesterday, and forever, the beginning and the end.
The Alpha and the Omega.

All time belongs to him and all the ages

to him be the glory and power

through every age for ever. Amen.

May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

Joining me in silence, Let us pray.

Father God, we share in the light of your glory
through your Son, the light of the world.

Sanctify this new fire, and inflame us with new hope.
Purify our minds by this Easter celebration

and bring us one day to the feast of eternal light.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Jesus Christ is Risen Today - CP 203

Jesus Christ is risen today, alleluia!
our triumphant holy day, alleluia!
who did once, upon the cross, alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!



Hymns of praise then let us sing, alleluia!
unto Christ our heavenly King, alleluia!
who endured the cross and grave, alleluia!
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

But the pains which he endured, alleluia!
our salvation have procured; alleluia!
now above the sky he’s king, alleluia!

where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!
Text: Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.
Music: Lyra Davidica, 1708;

The Gathering of the Community

Rev. Elizabeth
People

Rev. Elizabeth
People
Rev. Elizabeth
People

Rev. Elizabeth
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

This is the day that the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Almighty God,

to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

We Seek God’s Forgiveness

Confession and Absolution for the Season of Easter - from the New Zealand Anglican Prayer Book.

Rev. Elizabeth

Rev. Elizabeth
All

Rev. Elizabeth

We come seeking forgiveness for all we have failed to be and do as
members of Christ’s body. In God there is forgiveness.

Silence

Loving and all-seeing God,

forgive us where we have failed to support one another and to be
what we claim to be. Forgive us where we have failed to serve you;
and where our thoughts and actions have been contrary to yours
we ask your pardon.

God forgives us; be at peace. Rejoice and be glad, for Christ is
resurrection; reconciliation for all the human race.



All

We shall be one in Christ, one in our life together. Praise to God
who has created us, praise to God who has accepted us, praise to
God who sends us into the world

The Prayer of the Day In silence, we pray together.

Rev. Elizabeth

Alleluia! We praise you, O God, for the power of your saving love
revealed in the resurrection of our Lord. As you have raised Jesus from
the dead give to us the gift of everlasting life that we may worship you
forever; through Christ, our risen Saviour. Amen.

We Listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture

The First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 10:34-43)

Reader
People

The Psalm
o)

Peter began to speak to them, saying: ‘I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does
what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power; how Jesus went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We
are witnesses to all that Jesus did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They
put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the
third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after
he rose from the dead. Jesus commanded us to preach to the people and
to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and
the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’

Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 Normand L. Blanchard, 2016
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On this day the Lord has ac-ted; we___ will re-joice and be glad!



The Second Reading from 15t Corinthians (1 Cor. 15:1-11)

Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that |
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you
stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the
message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in
vain.

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the
scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas,
then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred
brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the

apostles. Last of all, as to someone untimely born, he appeared also to
me. For [ am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am
what [ am, and his grace towards me has not been in vain. On the
contrary, | worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but
the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we
proclaim and so you have come to believe.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church
People Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
Normand L. Blanchard (2018)
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Rev. Elizabeth The Lord is with you

People And also with you.
Rev. Elizabeth The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John
People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Gospel John 20:1-18 - told by Rev. Elizabeth

Rev. Elizabeth The Gospel of Christ
People Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Please be seated

Sermon



Hymn Jesus Calls Us Here to Meet Him - CP 59 (vs1-3)
1. Jesus calls us here to meet him, as through word and song and prayer
we affirm God's promised presence, where his people live and care.
Praise the God who keeps his promise; praise the Son who calls us
friends;
praise the Spirit who, among us, to our hopes and fears attends.
. Jesus calls us to confess him, Word of Life and Lord of All,
sharer of our flesh and frailness, saving all who fail or fall.
Tell his holy human story; tell his tales that all may hear;
tell the world that Christ in glory, came to earth to meet us here.
. Jesus calls us to each other: found in him are no divides;
Race and class and sex and language such are barriers he derides.
Join the hand of friend and stranger; join the hands of age and youth;
join the faithful and the doubter, in their common search for truth.
Text: John L. Bell (1949- ) and Graham Maule (1958 - ).
Music: Melody Gaelic trad.; adapt. and arr. The lona Community (Scotland)
Text and arr. © 1989 WGRG The lona Community (Scotland). GIA Publications, Inc., exclusive agent, Used under
license
The Apostle’s Creed

Rev. Elizabeth
All

Let us confess our faith as we say,

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
Who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
Born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

The Prayers of the People



Leader

Leader

All

Leader

All

Leader

All

Leader

Today in the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for the peace of Jerusalem.

In our Diocese, we pray for Parish of Muskoka Lakes: St. Mark’s, Milford
Bay, St. John’s, Beaumaris, Christ Church, Gregory, St. James’, Port
Carling, St. George’s, Port Sandfield.

Let us pray:

- For our Companion Diocese of Tarime

- For Anne, our Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario; for Linda,
Primate of Canada; for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for our
priest and pastor Elizabeth and our Associates John and Rhonda

- For our outreach missions, through the Primate’s World Relief and
Development Fund

- For Suicide Prevention through the Council of the North

- For our local initiatives. We especially pray and give thanks for
the Clothing Exchange Outreach Program.

- For the students and staff at Laurentian University during this
time of uncertainty

- For the world during this pandemic crisis

Let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need, saying, God in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

With joy, we pray for all Christian assemblies united this morning in
spirit at the empty tomb. Holy God, help us to see you in those we do not
expect to encounter and remove all fear from our hearts. God in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

With gratitude, we give thanks, O God, that you claim us as a beloved
people forever. Because of your great love and care for us, we trust that
you will raise us to new life through our pain and suffering, through our
deepest needs, and in our brightest joys. God in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With humility, we pray for this planet, our home. Heal all that we have
scarred and broken; renew the face of the Earth from north to south,
from east to west so that your creation may speak to us of your
goodness. God in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With hope and love, we pray for all the nations of the world, especially
those places overwhelmed by war and conflict; we pray for Syria, for
Palestine, for Yemen, for India and Pakistan, for Myanmar and for Haiti.



All

Leader

All

Leader

All

Leader

All

Leader

Hymn

By the light of the resurrection, destroy the shroud that is cast over all
who live under dictatorship, in the clutches of propagandists, and in
ignorance. Bless peacemakers who work to bring justice to their
country, city, village and household. God in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With compassion, Holy God, wipe away the tears of all who weep. Give
us the spiritual tools we need to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and
to comfort those who are in any trouble. Send your angels to watch over
the vulnerable and the sick - especially for the sick and homeless who
suffer in Sudbury. God in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Hear now the prayers of all of us, assembled here and at home and that
are now being offered to you aloud or in silence. (SILENCE IS KEPT.)
God in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

With fondness, we remember those who saw our risen Lord and
witnessed to his resurrection so that we might have faith. May their
words and deeds inspire us to sing our “Alleluia!” again, and again. God
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Passing from darkness to light, from bondage to freedom, from death to
life, we commend to you, gracious and ever-living God, all for whom we
pray. Amen.

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today - CP 206

Christ the Lord is risen today, alleluia!
earth and heaven in chorus say, alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high; alleluia!
sing, ye heavens and earth reply: alleluia!

Love's redeeming work is done, alleluia!
fought the fight, the battle won, alleluia!
Death in vain forbids him rise, alleluia!
Christ has opened paradise, alleluia!

Lives again our glorious King, alleluia!
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!



Once he died our souls to save, alleluia!
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!

Soar we now where Christ has led, alleluia!
following our exalted head, alleluia!

Made like him, like him we rise, alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, alleluia!

Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven, alleluia!
Praise to thee by both be given, alleluia!
Thee we greet triumphant now, alleluia!
Hail the Resurrection, thou, alleluia!

Text: Charles Wesley (707-1788), alt.
Music: Melody-Robert Williams (1781)?-1821); harm. John Roberts (1822-1877)

The Lord’s Prayer

Rev. Elizabeth

All

Doxology

Rev. Elizabeth
All

Announcements

Gathering our prayers and praises into one,
let us pray as our Saviour taught us,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your Kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever.

Amen.

Glory to God

whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more

than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,

for ever and ever. Amen.



A Sung Blessing

Text and Music: Neil McLaren
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Words and music copyright © November 2001 Neil McLaren, nmclaren@rogers.com. Used by permission
The Blessing

Rev. Elizabeth Now may the truth of the empty tomb - the astonishing reality of Jesus’
resurrection - keep you fearless and sure that you will see the
Resurrected One again and again in this life. Weep with those who
weep. Rejoice with those who celebrate. Tell the story of hope. And may
the power of God’s endless love surround you and guide you, this day
and always.

All Amen.

Closing Hymn That Eastertide with Joy was Bright - CP 231

1 That Eastertide with joy was bright;
the sun shone out with fairer light,
alleluia, alleluia!
when, to their longing eyes restored,
the apostles saw their risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 He bade them see his hands, his side,
where yet the glorious wounds abide;
alleluia, alleluia!
the tokens true which made it plain
their Lord indeed was risen again.



Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3 From every weapon death can wield
thine own redeemed forever shield:
alleluia, alleluia!

O Lord of all, with us abide
in this our joyful Eastertide.
Alleluia, alleluia,

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4 Jesus, the king of gentleness,
do thou thyself our hearts possess,
alleluia, alleluia!
that we may give thee all our days
the tribute of our grateful praise.
Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Latin (Aurora lucis rutilat, part 3, 5t cent.?); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt.
Music: Melody Geistliche Kirchengesange, Koln, 1623; adapt.
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), © Oxford University Press; harm. Derek Holman (1931-)

Dismissal

Leader Let us go forth in peace to love and to serve the Lord as we love and serve
one another. Alleluia!

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

The Flowers in the Church are given to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of:

Dear husband Bob, Parents John & Agnes Kudar, Albert & Doris Mark & Uncle Anthony
Kudar by Sandra Mark

Parents Kaye & Steve Garland & Brother Terry by Sue & Tom Moland & family,

Parents & Grandparents Edith & Walter Lee & Ernest & Rose Amyot & Aunt Margaret
Lumley & Uncle Denis Bowers by Ruth & Reg Amyot & family,

Loved ones by Lee & Christine Osmond,
Vicki Shpaiuk by goddaughter Linda Kangur, Andrew Kangur & Elle-Mai Kangur

Dear husband Al, Son Michael & Loved ones by Gwen Chmilar.
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