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Come as You Are.  All Are Welcome! 
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PALM AND PASSION SUNDAY 
Service of the Word  

Sunday March 28, 2021 
Officiant and Preacher – The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green 

 
The land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is on the traditional territory of  

Atikameksheng and Anishinabek First Nations  
This territory was the subject of Treaty 61, also known as the Robinson-Huron Treaty. 

We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. We are grateful 
for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and we commit ourselves to 

the work of reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples 

 
 

The Gathering of the Community and Liturgy of the Palms 

 

Rev. Elizabeth   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People    Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Greeting 

 

Rev. Elizabeth Dear friends in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing for the 

celebration of our Lord’s paschal mystery. On this day our Lord Jesus 

Christ entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph. The people 

welcomed him with palms and shouts of praise, but the path before him 

led to self-giving, suffering and death. Today we  greet him as our King, 

although we know his crown is thorns and his throne a cross. We follow 

him this week from the glory of the palms to the glory of the 

resurrection by way of the dark road of suffering and death. United with 

him in his suffering on the cross, may we share his resurrection and new 

life.  

 

Rev. Elizabeth Let us pray. Loving God,  

People at this time, we remember that going up to Jerusalem cost Jesus his 

very life. So we come before you, conscious of the way religious 

words and holy phrases can slip so easily from our lazy lips and 

our hardened hearts. What do we really know of your mountainous 

truth, your rock-hard integrity, the depth of your suffering for love 

of us all? Forgive us for the shallowness of our faith, and the 

timidity of our following: forgive us for the ready excuses we  make 



for going our own way and claiming it as yours. Turn us round 

again, we pray, by your Holy Spirit, active within us and among us. 

Show us how to be open again to your faithfulness and to your 

freedom, that we may live new lives and be again bearers of the 

seeds of the Kingdom of Jesus.  Amen. 

 
Gospel Mark 11:1-11   

(We hear the Gospel Story of Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, told 
by Rev. Elizabeth.) 

  
Rev. Elizabeth We tell your story. We follow in your footsteps. 
People  Lead us into Holy Week 
Rev. Elizabeth We walk towards the city. We wait in the garden. 
People  Lead us on to Holy Ground. 
Rev. Elizabeth We journey towards death. We hope for resurrection. 
People  Lead us into Holy Joy. 
Rev. Elizabeth Let us go forth in peace. 
People  In the name of Christ. Amen! 
 
Hymn  All Glory, Laud, and Honour - CP 181 
 

Refrain 

All glory, laud, and honor 

to thee, Redeemer, King! 

to whom the lips of children 

made sweet hosannas ring. 

 

1 Thou art the King of Israel, 

thou David's royal Son, 

who in the Lord's Name comest, 

the King and blessed one. (Ref.) 

 

2 The company of angels 

are praising thee on high; 

and we with all creation 

in chorus make reply. (Ref.) 

 

3  The people of the Hebrews 

with palms before thee went; 

our praise and prayer and anthems 

before thee we present. (Ref.) 



4 To thee before thy Passion 

they sang their hymns of praise; 

to thee, now high exalted, 

our melody we raise. (Ref.) 

 

5 Thou didst accept their praises; 

accept the prayers we bring, 

who in all good delightest, 

thou good and gracious King. (Ref.)  
 
Text: Theodulph of Orleans (750?-821), tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. 

Music:  Melody Melchior Teschner (1584-1635); harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889); 

 

Call to Confession 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Dear friends in Christ, 

as we turn our hearts and minds 
to worship our Creator God, let us confess our sins against God and our 
neighbour, trusting the promise of forgiveness. 
 

Rev. Elizabeth Most merciful God, 
All   we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 
Declaration of Forgiveness 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Merciful God, 

grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 
that we may be cleansed from all our sins 
and serve you with a quiet mind; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

People   Amen. 



The Prayer of the Day  
 
Rev. Elizabeth    God of salvation, our Lord entered his passion to raise us to life. In this 

holiest of weeks, help us to walk the way of the cross, that we may be 
raised with him to new life, and dwell for ever in you. We pray in the 
name of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 
We listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture 
 
The First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah     (Is. 50:4-9a) 
 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know 
how to sustain the weary with a word.  Morning by morning he wakens 
— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has 
opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backwards. I 
gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who 
pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The 
Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore, I 
have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he 
who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my 
adversaries? 
 Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare 
me guilty? All of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat 
them up. 

 
Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalm  Psalm 31:9-16 
    
 
 
   
 
The Second Reading   from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians     (Phil. 2:5-11) 

 
Brothers and Sisters let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 



human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death— even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.    

 
Reader   Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
Please remain seated 
 
Gradual  O Sacred Head, Surrounded - CP 198 
 

1 O sacred head surrounded 
by crown of piercing thorn; 
O royal head so wounded, 
reviled, and put to scorn: 
death's shadows rise before you, 
the glow of life decays, 
yet angel hosts adore you 
and tremble as they gaze! 
 

2 Your youthfulness and vigour 
are spent, your strength is gone, 
and in your tortured figure 
I see death drawing on: 
what agony of dying, 
what love, to sinners free! 
My Lord, all grace supplying, 
O turn your face on me! 

 
3 Your sinless soul's oppression 

was all for sinners' gain; 
mine, mine was the transgression, 
but yours the deadly pain: 
I bow my head, my Saviour, 
for I deserve your place; 
O grant to me your favour, 
and heal me by your grace. 

 



4  What language shall I borrow 
to thank you, dearest Friend, 
for this your dying sorrow, 
your mercy without end? 
Lord, make me yours for ever: 
your servant let me be; 
and may I never, never 
betray your love for me. 
 
Text: Latin (Salve caput, 13th cent.); attrib. Arnulf of Louvain (1200?-1250?), German tr. Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676);  
Eng. Tr. James Waddell Alexander (1804-1853) and Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877);  
rev. Hymns for Today’s Church. Rev. © 1982 Hope Publishing co. 
Music:  Melody Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 
Rev. Elizabeth The Lord be with you 
People  And also with you. 
Rev. Elizabeth The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Mark 14:1-15:47 
 
Rev. Elizabeth The Passion of Christ.  
 
Silence for Reflection 
 
Homily 
 
The Apostle’s Creed 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Let us confess our faith as we say, 
All I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
and born of the Virgin Mary,  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  



the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People 
 
Leader Today in the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray the Hong Kong Anglican 

Church. 
 

In our Diocese, we pray for the parish of St. Thomas, Thunder Bay. 
 
Let us pray: 

- For our Companion Diocese of Tarime 
- For Anne, our Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario; for Linda, 

Primate of Canada; for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for our 
priest and pastor Elizabeth and our Associates John and Rhonda 

- We pray for those we hold dear to our hearts and those known to 
you alone. 

- For our outreach missions, through the Primate’s World Relief and 
Development Fund 

- For Suicide Prevention through the Council of the North  
- For our local initiatives. We especially pray and give thanks for the 

Clothing Exchange Outreach Program.  
- For the students and staff at Laurentian University during this 

time of uncertainty 
- For the world during this pandemic crisis  

 
Leader Jesus suffered death and rose to glory for the life of the world. Let us lift 

up our hearts in thanks to God and pray for the cares of the world 
saying: Save us, O Lord, 

All for your mercy is great. 
 
Leader Holy God, your son humbled himself, even to death, to show us the 

power of loving service. Guide those holding positions of power, that 
their decisions give rise to the mutual flourishing of the world you so 
love. Save us, O Lord, 

All for your mercy is great. 
 
Leader Healing God, your son is betrayed and crucified in our violent world 

each day. Raise us to a new and rightly ordered world through the 
reconciling love of Christ, where all victims of violence, persecution, 
shame, or terror may stand together with you in peace. Save us, O Lord, 

All for your mercy is great. 



Leader Forsaken God, as your son suffered his cruel death on the cross, 
darkness covered the whole land. Enlighten us to care for your creation, 
awaken us from our denial and abuse, and help us to alleviate its 
suffering. Save us, O Lord, 

All for your mercy is great. 
 
Leader Grieving God, your son consoled others in life and in death. We pray for 

all who are distressed, broken, or sorrowful, that together with Christ in 
his suffering, we may be healed and raised in you. Save us, O Lord, 

All for your mercy is great. 
 
Leader Eternal God, your son was lovingly cared for as he was laid to rest in a 

tomb. We remember before you those who have died and we pray for 
those who will die today; enfold them in your love, that they may rest 
and rise with Christ forever in his light. Save us, O Lord, 

All for your mercy is great. 
 
Leader We ask all this in the name of Jesus, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
All Amen. 
 
Hymn   My Song is Love Unknown - CP 184 
 

1 My song is love unknown, 

my Savior’s love to me, 

love to the loveless shown 

that they might lovely be. 

O who am I, 

that for my sake 

my Lord should take 

frail flesh, and die? 

2  He came from his blest throne 

salvation to bestow, 

but all made strange, and none 

the longed-for Christ would know; 

but O my friend, 

my friend indeed, 

who at my need 

his life did spend! 

 



3  Sometimes they strew his way, 

and his sweet praises sing, 

resounding all the day 

hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” 

is all their breath, 

and for his death 

they thirst and cry. 

4  Why, what has my Lord done? 

What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, 

he gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! 

Yet they at these 

themselves displease, 

and 'gainst him rise. 

5  They rise, and needs will have 

my dear Lord made away; 

a murderer they save, 

the Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful he 

to suffering goes, 

that he his foes 

from thence might free. 

6  Here might I stay and sing, 

no story so divine; 

never was love, dear King, 

never was grief like thine! 

This is my friend, 

in whose sweet praise 

I all my days 

could gladly spend. 
 

Text:  Samuel Crossman (1624?-1683), alt. 
Music:  John N. Ireland (1879-1962). © The John Ireland Trust. 

 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Rev. Elizabeth  Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
   

All    Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,   
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins   
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
Doxology 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Glory to God 
All    whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
A Sung Blessing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Blessing  
 
Rev. Elizabeth  May the blessing of God, who surmounts evil, bears our pain, and lives 

in us forever, fill you with a zeal for justice and passion for peace, this 
day and always. 

All   Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn Ride On, Ride On in Majesty - CP 182 
 

1 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

Hark! all the tribes "Hosanna" cry; 

O Saviour meek, pursue thy road 

with palms and scattered garments strowed. 

 

2 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 

o'er captive death and conquered sin. 

 

3 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

The angel-squadrons of the sky 

look down with sad and wondering eyes 

to see the approaching sacrifice. 

 

4 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh; 

the Father on his sapphire throne 

awaits his own anointed Son. 

 

5 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 

then take, O God, thy power, and reign. 
 

Text: Henry Hart Milman (1791-1868) 
Music:  Melody Musicalisches Hand-Buch, Hamburg, 1690; 
Harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889) 

 
Dismissal 
 
Leader  Let us go forth in peace to love and to serve the Lord, as we love and serve 

one another. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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