The Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury

Come as You Are. All Are Welcome!

Worship Celebration for
THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
Service of the Word
Sunday March 7, 2021
Officiant and Preacher - The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green

The land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is on the traditional territory of
Atikameksheng and Anishinabek First Nations
This territory was the subject of Treaty 61, also known as the Robinson-Huron Treaty.
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. We are grateful
for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and we commit ourselves to
the work of reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples

The Gathering of the Community

Opening Hymn Be Thou My Vision - CP 505

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom and thou my true Word;
[ ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my great Father; thine own may I be,
thou in me dwelling and I one with thee.

3 Riches | heed not, nor the world’s empty praise;
thou mine inheritance, now and always.
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,
Ruler of heaven, my treasure thou art.

5 High King of heaven, when vict'ry is won
may [ reach heaven’s joys, bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Text: Irish hymn (8t cent.); tr. Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880-1931); vers. Eleanor H Hull (1860-1935), alt.
Vers. © courtesy of the estate of Eleanor H. Hull and Chatto and Windus. Ltd.
Music: Melody Irish trad.; arr. Martin Shaw (1875-1958), alt. arr. © Oxford University Press.

Rev. Elizabeth The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People And also with you



Rev. Elizabeth
People

Almighty God,

to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Call to Confession

Rev. Elizabeth

Rev. Elizabeth
All

Dear friends in Christ,

as we turn our hearts and minds

to worship our Creator God, let us confess our sins against God and our
neighbour, trusting the promise of forgiveness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us,

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your name. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Rev. Elizabeth

People

Merciful God,

grant to your faithful people pardon and peace,

that we may be cleansed from all our sins

and serve you with a quiet mind;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.



The Prayer of the Day In Silence We Pray Together

Rev. Elizabeth

Gracious God, whose power is made perfect in weakness, whose
wisdom appears as foolishness in this world, we thank you for the
scandal of the cross. In Jesus Christ, you overturn all our usual ways of
behaving and believing. You scatter our false notions of discipleship as
easily as coins are spilled from a box. You correct our notions of piety
and order with fierce passion. Do not let your church become content or
contained as an institution. Raze to ruins what is distorted in us, and
raise us to new life as a community, so that we may be the body of Christ
in and for the world. With fear and joy we ask this in Christ’'s name.
Amen.

We Listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture

The First Reading from Exodus (Ex. 20:1-17)

Reader
People

God spoke all these words:

[ am the LoRD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship
them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for
the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those
who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth

generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. You
shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LoRD your God, for

the LorD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall
labour and do all your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to

the LoRD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident
in your towns. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore

the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it.

Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in
the land that the LorD your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You
shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false
witness against your neighbour. You shall not covet your neighbour’s
house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or female
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church
Thanks be to God.



The Psalm

Psalm 19
A u Normand L. Blanchard, 2021
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e Your words, Lord, are  spi-rit aﬁd life.

The Second Reading from First Corinthians (1 Cor. 1:18-25)

Reader
People

Brothers and Sisters, the message about the cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of

God. For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the
discernment of the discerning [ will thwart.’

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to
save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
stronger than human strength.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

Gospel Hymn

Rev. Elizabeth
People
Rev. Elizabeth
People

Sing Praises All You Peoples - CP 314

Sing praises all you people, sing praises to the Lord.
Sing praises all you people, sing praises to the Lord.

Text: Ps. 117.1.Eng. para. Taizé Community (France).
Music : Jacques Berthier (1923-1994).

Eng. Para. And music © 1991 Les Presses de Taizé.

GIA Publications, Inc., exclusive agent. Used under license.

The Lord is with you

And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



The Gospel John 2:13-22

Rev. Elizabeth The Gospel of Christ
People Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Please be seated

Sermon
The Apostle’s Creed
Rev. Elizabeth Let us confess our faith as we say,
All I believe in God,
the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
Who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
Born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Leader Today in the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for the province of the
Anglican Church of the Congo.

In our Diocese, we pray for the parishes of All Saints, Gore Bay, St. John
the Evangelist, Kagawong, St. Paul’s, Manitowaning and St. Francis of
Assisi, Mindemoya.



All

Leader

All

Leader

All

Leader

All

Let us pray:

- For our Companion Diocese of Tarime

- For Anne, our Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario; for Linda,
Primate of Canada; for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for our
priest and pastor Elizabeth and our Associates John and Rhonda

- For our outreach missions, through the Primate’s World Relief and
Development Fund

- For Suicide Prevention through the Council of the North

- For our local initiatives.

- For the students and staff at Laurentian University during this
time of uncertainty

- For the world during this pandemic crisis

Trusting in God’s promises, let us pray for the world and for our needs,
saying, God of mercy,
hear our prayer.

Holy God, you have called us to live before you and with one another in
all faithfulness. Unable to live as you intend, we inflict harm on others
and on ourselves as well. In all these ways, you know we grieve your
heart also. Hear, then, our prayers of intercession. Restore us to
communicate with you and with one another that we might live in the
freedom you have bestowed. God of mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for people who are victims of crime, from petty theft to
murder. We pray that those harmed will find healing and will dwell in
safety. Hold especially close to your heart, O God, those who have lost a
love one to violence; and help us to offer tenderness and care in their
struggle and grief. We pray also for those who have committed crimes,
that they may seek and find forgiveness, and begin a new life of
responsibility and integrity before you and in the community. God of
mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for healing and reconciliation where trust has been broken,
hostility has flared, or misunderstanding has grown. Restore us not only
to one another, but reconcile us to ourselves and to you, loving God. If
restoration proves beyond hope, then grant new beginnings and
possibilities for all. In every relationship, we seek your grace as we
honour others by caring for them, being truthful, and working for their
welfare. Root out in us all jealousy toward what others possess, and let
generosity grow in and among us instead. God of mercy,

hear our prayer.



Leader Gracious God, we pray for those who are ill in body, mind, heart, or
spirit; for those lonely and isolated from community; for those
burdened by guilt or grief, by depression or despair. We pray especially
for Jessica, Richard, Ruby, Quinn, Dorothy, Joyce, Jean, Betty, Gwen,
Ruth, Steven & Jeremiah, for those we hold dear to our hearts and for
those known to you alone. Do not let us turn inward as a church, lest we
shut out of neglect those who long for a community of welcome and
companionship. Send us out in love, with open eyes, ears, and hearts.
Make us true neighbours to one another and true children of your own
calling. We pray in the name of Christ, who has come to set us free.

All Amen

Hymn Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery - CP 179 (vs 1, 2,5 and 6d)

1 Tree of Life and awesome mystery,
In your death we are reborn,
Though you die in all of history,
Still you rise with every morn,

Still you rise with every morn.

2 Seed that dies to rise in glory,
May we see ourselves in you,
If we learn to live your story
We may die to rise anew,
We may die to rise anew.

5 Christ, you lead and we shall follow,
Stumbling though our steps may be,
One with you in joy and sorrow,
We the river, you the sea,
We the river, you the sea.

6d Living Water of salvation,
Be the fountain of each soul;
Springing up in new creation,
Flow in us and make us whole,
Flow in us and make us whole.

Text and music: Marty Haugen (1950- ). © 1984 G.LA. Publications, Inc.
Used under license



The Lord’s Prayer

Rev. Elizabeth

All

Doxology

Rev. Elizabeth

All

Announcements

A Sung Blessing

The Blessing

Rev. Elizabeth

Gathering our prayers and praises into one,
let us pray as our Saviour taught us,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give
us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Glory to God

whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more

than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Text and Music: Neil McLaren
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Words and music copyright © November 2001 Neil McLaren, nmclaren@rogers.com. Used by permission

In the Lenten week ahead, find time and space to listen for God’s glory
as it is spoken in the world around you.



All Amen.
Closing Hymn What Wondrous Love Is This - CP 400

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

2 When [ was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
when I was sinking down, sinking down,
when [ was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul.

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
to God and to the Lamb I will sing;
to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,
while millions join the theme, [ will sing.

4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on.
And when from death I'm free I'll sing and joyful be,
and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
and through eternity I'll sing on.
Text: General Selection of the Newest and Most Admired Hymns And Spiritual Songs Now in Use, 1811, alt.

Music: Melody William Walker (1809-1875), appendix to The Southern Harmony, New Haven, 1840 ed.;
harm. The New Century Hymnal, 1995. Harm. © 1993 The Pilgrim Press. Used under license.

Dismissal

Leader Let us go forth in peace to love and to serve the Lord, as we love and serve
one another.

People Thanks be to God.
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