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All parishes in the Diocese of Algoma will remain in the RED ZONE until Palm/Passion
Sunday — March 28™ at the earliest. Church of the Epiphany is currently closed for in-
person worship. Pre-recorded services will be available during this time.

Please join us for a pre-recorded digital worship Service of the Word. The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth
Green is celebrant and preacher.

You can find our programs on the parish website (www.epiphanysudbury.org) or on our
Facebook page and on Youtube.

THIS WEEK'S READINGS Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15

The first Sunday in Lent is with the covenant made between God and Noah. This story from
Genesis, like both the Gospel and the Epistle, has to do with God’s response to the reality of
human condition. God’s response is to take the initiative, to make a covenant, and to provide
stable conditions for all life on earth. The first letter of Peter gives expression to the theme of
suffering, as experienced by both Christ and Christians. The Gospel story ties Jesus’
temptation directly to his baptism. The story tells the remarkably compact version of Jesus’
baptism, temptation, and inaugural preaching in Galilee. The story reveals that when the Holy
Spirit of God comes, one is changed and is set on the road of discipleship to a cross, and
beyond.

Question for Reflection

The phrase “kingdom of God” occurs fourteen times in the Gospel of Mark. Though Jesus is
described at the Gospel’s opening as being “from Nazareth of Galilee”, at Jesus’ baptism it
becomes clear whence he comes and to whom he belongs. Jesus is God’s beloved Son, and
his baptism signals the only realm to which he owes allegiance. His baptism then, is not only
a religious act, it is also a political and economic one. In what way does your baptism into
Christ make claims on your political, social, and economic practices as well as your religious
practices?

+

COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS
All parishes in the Diocese of Algoma will remain in the Red Zone until Palm/Passion Sunday,
March 28, at the earliest. Services will be made available online.

Please see last week's ETW or the Diocese of Algoma website for Archbishop Anne's letter of
Feb. 8

Also, updated protocols Feb. 16

¥EStay Home, Stay Safe and Healthy™*



http://www.epiphanysudbury.org/
https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Updated-RED-stage-protocols-Feb-16-2021.docx
https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Pastoral-Letter-from-Anne-Feb-8-2021.pdf
https://www.dioceseofalgoma.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Pastoral-Letter-from-Anne-Feb-8-2021.pdf

ONLINE WORSHIP ON WEBSITE

Recently we have run into difficulty trying to get the weekly service video onto our website.
Since we began posting the services (nearly a year ago) we have included the video along
with the order of service directly below it on the website.This has allowed you to view the
service and follow along with the order of service at the same time on one screen.

Currently, the video will not post to the website, and you are unable to view both on the same
screen.

This may be an occasional issue as everything posted as normal for Ash Wednesday, but has
not worked the previous few Sundays.

If these issues persist the best way to view the video and follow along with the order of
service, is to print the order of service that is included in the email with the service links.
The e-mail is typically sent each Saturday evening when the video is uploaded.

This seems to be an issue with Facebook and/or YouTube where the video links are added to
the website, and not an issue with our website. We are attempting to resolve the issue.

CLOTHING EXCHANGE OUTREACH

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and will be repaid in full.

Proverbs 19-17

For the first time last Sunday, we opened the Phoenix Hall for the Clothing Exchange
Outreach Program for Sudbury’s homeless and most vulnerable. While this is still not the time
for us to reconvene our in-person worship, the Church of the Epiphany has been called upon
to respond to this humanitarian crisis in our downtown area.
Over the next few weeks, during the cold winter months, our parish hall will provide an
essential service under the umbrella of a city-directed, and public health unit supported
initiative, in order to assist those in dire need of clean, warm clothing. What happened last
Sunday was amazing. A large group of Volunteers worked together to welcome and provide
for approximately 60 people who were desperately in need of warmth, food, and clean
clothing. Every person who entered our hall was friendly, respectful of the rules, and
expressed their deep gratitude for all the help and support they were given. In case you
missed it, the group’s founding member, Melissa Belanger was interviewed by Markus
Schwabe on CBC News, Sudbury earlier in the week. Part of that interviewcan be found at
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/church-epiphany-sudbury-volunteers-used-clothing-
1.5915547

How can we help? (Please note: Each week ETW will provide a list of specific needed, and
requested item. This is to help avoid an overflow of surplus.)

&£

» The Clothing Exchange Outreach Group is asking for warm
socks and gloves to be donated now, and for next week.

» Also, the group would welcome homemade food donations
such as cookies or muffins.

/& Donation Drop Off times are Tuesdays and Fridays, 11am-

' 1pm. If you plan to stop by with donations, it would be helpful
if you could notify Gwen by calling the Church Office. As Jesus reminds us, we will
always have the poor with us. May we all love and serve them as Jesus calls us to do. Thank
you.

THANK YOU FROM REV. ELIZABETH

This Saturday I, along with other members of Sudbury’s Downtown Churches Group, will be
participating in Sudbury’s annual Coldest Night of the Year Fundraising Walk. So far, you
have helped me to raise $470 for the Samaritan Centre! Thank you for your generous
support. Your donations will most certainly help to provide for those most vulnerable and in
need in our community. It is not too late to make a donation. If you would like to make a
donation to the Samaritan Centre please visit Coldest Night of the Year for Sudbury -
cnoy.org. You can find me in the Downtown Churches Group. Let's do all we can to love and
serve the Lord as we love and serve those who need it the most. Again, thank you, and may
God bless you all.

ZOOM WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY Our next Zoom gathering is set for Wednesday Feb. 24"
at 11am. During these meetings friends check-in with one another, we offer prayers and
spend time reflecting on a passage from scripture. If you would like to take part in these,
please contact Mary Donato at donatomarye@hotmail.com

TAX RECEIPTS Charitable donations receipts for the 2020 tax year have been mailed to the
home address.To cover the cost of mailing consider donation to the church envelope fund.



https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/church-epiphany-sudbury-volunteers-used-clothing-1.5915547
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/church-epiphany-sudbury-volunteers-used-clothing-1.5915547
mailto:donatomarye@hotmail.com
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MUFFINS FOR YOUTH Sudbury Action Centre for Youth would be grateful for a couple of
dozen homemade muffins each week for the youth who drop in there. if anyone would be
interested in making and donating some muffins, please contact Mary at 705 566-1589.

PRAYER MINISTRY If you, a friend, or a loved one is in need of prayer and would like
your/their name added to our Sunday morning prayers, and also in the next two issues of
Epiphany This Week( ETW) Intercessions, please contact either Lorraine Campbell ( 705-
822-4342) or Barbara Bolton (705-674-1691).

PASTORAL CARE If you, or someone you know, is need of pastoral care and/or a safe visit
by Rev. Elizabeth, please be sure to let our priest know either by way of emails or telephone
calls. Communication is always helpful as we strive to love and care for others.

A Note from Rev. Elizabeth

As we approach the first Sunday in the season of Lent, we are reminded that Lent
is a journey. It is the time in which we prepare for Easter. But what does it mean to
‘prepare’? First and foremost, we prepare by nurturing and growing our relationship
with God. How do we do that?’

During Lent we are encouraged to do three things: pray, fast and give alms. One
aspect of almsgiving is service. We are called to re-examine our relationship with justice
as we are called to participate in charity. In the First Testament, the prophets spoke
constantly about the need to look after those in need;

‘Care for the stranger who is in your midst’ (Leviticus 19:34)

Jesus’ life and works also testified to the need to be fair and just in our dealings with
others and Paul also spoke about discrimination in his letter to the Galatians;

‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.’ (Gal 3:28)

In 2007 the United Nations General Assembly designated February 20th as the
World Day of Social Justice. This is a day dedicated to the need to promote social
justice, and that includes efforts to tackle issues such as poverty, exclusion, gender
equality, unemployment, human rights, and social protections. Lent is the perfect time
for us to focus on our individual efforts in social justice. So what can we do to advocate
for social justice? There are many ways we can act to bring fairness and justice into our
world.

Here’s a few ideas:

Do a random act of kindness Stand up for others

Repair a past relationship Smile at a stranger

Advocate for the poor by writing to our City Council, Provincial/Federal Governments.
Make a monetary donation to Epiphany’s Outreach ministry

Make a monetary donation to the Samaritan Centre.

Pray for the poor and for all those in need.

Questions for Reflection

In our self-examination during the Lenten season, how do we present ourselves to the
outside world? Who are we on the inside, as a person? How do we reconcile these two
different realities, our outer and inner selves?

May God bless and sustain you all in this most Holy Season of Lent.
Morning and Evening Prayers to add to our personal devotions

Morning — God of ancient covenants, your steadfast love and faithfulness are still new every
morning. | thank you that | can begin this day in the confidence of your abiding love and
unending mercy. Help me to treat others — family, friends, coworkers, classmates and even
strangers — with love and mercy in our encounters today. When | disappoint or am discordant,
help me to show love to others. Open my eyes to the places, people and circumstances in
which your kingdom has come near. | pray in the name of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, my
Saviour. Amen.



Evening — God of peace, as the day draws to a close and the evening draws in around me, |
think of the creatures of the earth that also seek rest in the hours of the night. You love them
even as you love me, and your covenant faithfulness covers all of us. So, with the birds of the
air, the beasts of the field, and the tiny ones who burrow in the ground, | offer you all thanks
and praise: for your unending goodness; for the beauty of our home, the earth; for your gift of
life instead of destruction. As your colourful bow now rests in the clouds, so may we colour
the earth with the ways of peace until all creation rests with you in completeness. In the loving
name of Jesus, | pray. Amen.

THIS WEEK'’S INTERCESSIONS
(Please uphold the following in your prayers this week)

For the Church in the World we pray for the Church of the Province of Central Africa

For the Church in our Diocese we pray for St. George’s, Espanola and St. Thomas’,
French River, The Rev. Beverly Van der Jagt, Deacon Incumbent

For our Companion Diocese of Tarime we pray for Kitagasembe - Rev. Charles Nicholas

For those for whom prayer has been requested: Cathy Labelle, Bob Duff, Renee L. and
Gwen Crosdale

For Members of our Parish family William Petten; Ron and Joanne Pettit; Paul and Sue
Philion; and for our wardens, Peter, Jane and Hoi; and their families

It is with great regret that we say goodbye to
a faithful Epiphany parishioner; Victoria
Shpaiuk. Victoria and Margaret Lumley were
dear friends and it is fitting that they have
8 now been reunited, Margaret having
{ predeceased her by just a few months.
8 Victoria will be sadly missed by all who knew
her.

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let

perpetual light shine upon her

Announcements for Epiphany This Week should be sent to etw@ epiphanysudbury.org by ¥OOXN each Thursday



