Epiphany This Week

February 12-18, 2021
Church of the Epiphany
85 Larch St. Sudbury, ON P3E 1B8
705-675-2279
info@epiphanysudbury.org
www.epiphanysudbury.org

Last Sunday after the Epiphany

YEAR B
Transfiguration Sunday
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All parishes in the Diocese of Algoma will remain in the RED ZONE until Palm/Passion
Sunday — March 28™ at the earliest. Church of the Epiphany is currently closed for in-
person worship. Pre-recorded services will be available during this time.

Please join us for a pre-recorded digital worship Service of the Word. The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth
Green is celebrant and preacher.

You can find our programs on the parish website (www.epiphanysudbury.org) or on our
Facebook page and on Youtube.

THIS WEEK'S READINGS 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9

The Last Sunday after the Epiphany always centres on the Transfiguration, and the biblical
passages for today dramatically point to the pivotal event in the ministry of Jesus. The gospel
story is Mark’s brief but forceful account attracts to itself the other passages that connect with
the Transfiguration. Elijah appears with Jesus on the mountain; 2 Kings tells of Elijah’s
glorious ascent to heaven. Psalm 50 sings of the appearance of God attended by fire and
storm. In his second letter to the ancient church in Corinth, Paul uses the imagery of the First
Testament theophanies and of the Transfiguration to speak of God'’s presence in Christ and of
Christ’s presence in us, veiled in flesh to be sure, but glorious nonetheless.

Question for Reflection

What Paul illuminates and shines through his words is the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Christ Jesus. This light does not demand that our reasoning be sound or
our lives be perfect, or our faith be immovable. This light is not something that shines on us
but through us. This light reveals, not so much who we are, but whose we are, and has the
power to transform us. This is the glory of God, the glory of Christ.

How is the image of God found in you?

+

Pastoral letter from Archbishop Anne Germond for Diocese of Algoma (Feb. 8, 2021)

Dear People of God in Algoma,

Grace and peace to you and those you love. You remain in my prayers as we continue our
spiritual journey through the season of Epiphany, and as we contend with the COVID-19
pandemic here and around the globe. The gravest concern right now is the arrival of the
virus’s mutations with their increased transmissibility. It continues to be imperative we do
everything possible to follow the safety protocols that are in place.

It is encouraging to see an increase in the delivery of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, and
we hope the Astra Zeneca vaccine will be approved this week. However, with only 2% of the
population vaccinated thus far, we still have a long way to go.

In light of this reality and the Province’s latest guidelines issued February 8", and after various
consultations, including with our epidemiological advisor, | have decided that Diocese of
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Algoma will remain in the Red Stage until Palm/Passion Sunday (March 28™) at the earliest. |
would like us to move forward together as a diocese ensuring the most responsible
precautions are taken in response to the pandemic, and sending a clear message that we ‘are
all in this together’. It is my hope that, if there is great caution over the upcoming Family Day
weekend and throughout the March Break, we will be able to enter Holy Week in the Amber
phase and enjoy in-person worship once again.

Being in the Red Stage means that we will continue our online worship with all participants
wearing masks throughout the broadcast or livestream services. The one change is that you
have permission to increase the number of people in your recording to ten instead of five.

We continue to receive questions regarding small group meeting and outreach initiatives, and
we are happy to answer those questions as they arise. Many of you are in the middle of
preparing for Annual Vestry Meetings. May they go well for you. | am encouraged to hear
about the number people signed up to attend them via Zoom.

| will send a pastoral letter at the beginning of Lent.Until then may God’s hand of blessing
continue to rest upon you.

In Christ’s peace and hope,
The Most Rev. Anne Germond Archbishop of Algoma

BEStay Home, Stay Safe and Healthy™*

Outreach News from Rev. Elizabeth and the Church Wardens

“For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked
and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, | was in
prison and you visited me. Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”

- Jesus in Matthew 25:35-40

Recently our parish leadership team was approached by council members for the City
of Sudbury, asking that we please offer our Phoenix Hall on Sunday afternoons for the
Clothing Exchange Outreach Program for Sudbury’s homeless and most vulnerable.

While this is still not the time for us to reconvene our in-person worship, the Church of
the Epiphany has been called upon to respond to this humanitarian crisis in our downtown
area. Over the next few weeks, during the cold winter months, our parish hall will provide an
essential service under the umbrella of a city-directed, and public health unit supported
initiative, to assist those in dire need of clean, warm clothing. Leaders of the Clothing
Exchange Outreach Program will take full responsibility for security, cleaning, and will
implement all public health safety guidelines and protocols.

Much like the long-standing efforts and contributions of Epiphany’s outreach committee
through Out of the Cold Dinners or our ongoing support of the local youth action centre, we
are blessed to be in a position to love our neighbours as we offer our care and support to
those who need it the most.

We will be opening our Phoenix Hall to assist with this outreach initiative beginning this
Sunday. Members of our parish community are asked to please prayerfully support this
ministry from the safety of your home, as the number of people entering our hall will be
carefully directed and monitored. Please watch for upcoming news and updates for how else
you may be able to help.

ZOOM WOMENS’ BIBLE STUDY Our next Zoom Gathering is set for Ash Wednesday,
February 17" at 11am. During these meetings friends check-in with one another, we offer
prayers and we spend time reflecting on a passage from scripture. If you would like to take
part, please contact Mary Donato at donatomarye@hotmail.com
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COLDEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR Rev. Elizabeth has joined the Sudbury Downtown
Churches team for the Coldest Night of the Year walk on February 20. This annual walk
provides much needed financial support to the Samaritan Centre's programs as it works to
care for those who are alone, homeless and most vulnerable. Let's all help Rev. Elizabeth
raise $250 or more!

To donate to the Downtown Churches team please visit https://cnoy.org/sudbury - look for the
Downtown Churches Tam in the list of teams, then follow the arrow that will lead you to a
button saying, "donate to team."

If you have any questions, or if you have difficulty when trying to make a donation please
email Rev. Elizabeth at greenepiphanypriest@gmail.com. Thank You.

TAX RECEIPTS Charitable donations receipts for the 2020 tax year have been mailed to the
home address. To cover the cost of mailing consider a small donation to the church envelope
fund.

MUFFINS FOR YOUTH Sudbury Action Centre for Youth would be grateful for a couple of
dozen homemade muffins each week for the youth who drop in there. if anyone would be
interested in making and donating some muffins, please contact Mary at 705 566-1589.

¥~ MEN'S WINTER ITEMS NEEDED at Better Beginnings, Better
2| Futures. Men's mitts, gloves and toques are requested. If you
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have anything to donate, they can be dropped off at the church
(call first) or call Mary at 705 566-1589 to arrange pick-up.

PRAYER MINISTRY If you, a friend, or a loved one is in need of prayer and would like
your/their name added to our Sunday morning prayers, and also in the next two issues of
Epiphany This Week( ETW) Intercessions, please contact either Lorraine Campbell ( 705-
822-4342) or Barbara Bolton (705-674-1691).

PASTORAL CARE If you, or someone you know, is need of pastoral care and/or a safe visit
by Rev. Elizabeth, please be sure to let our priest know either by way of emails or telephone
calls. Communication is always helpful as we strive to love and care for others.

A Note from Rev. Elizabeth
Dear Friends in Christ,

Wednesday, February 17th is Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of the Lenten
Season. A pre-recorded Ash Wednesday worship service will be made available to
all who wish to observe this holy day in the life of the Church. As we approach the
upcoming season of Lent, | pray we all take the time to pray and to reflect upon our
humanity and to realize our true identity as children of God.

Ash Wednesday is the first of the 40 days of Lent, a six-week period (excluding
Sundays) dedicated to prayer, fasting, and reflection in preparation for the great
celebration of Christ’s Paschal Mystery in the Easter Triduum. The late Henri Nouwen
described Lent as a time to re-focus and to re-enter a place of truth. It is here where we
find our true identity.

Ash Wednesday is the best way to begin a season which calls us into self-examination as
well as self-denial, into deeper contemplation about the mystery and grace of God's
mercy, and towards more radical giving towards those most in need of comfort,
sustenance, and hope.

The ancient practice of Ash Wednesday reminds us that we are mortal. It causes us to
pause and look at our lives— remember what we are made of, remember where we are
going- and encourages us to fully immerse ourselves in the Lenten season.

Announcements for Epiphany This Week should be sent to etw@ epiphanysudbury.org by NOON each Thursday


mailto:greenepiphanypriest@gmail.com
https://cnoy.org/sudbury

Questions for Reflection

In our self-examination during the Lenten season, how do we present ourselves to the
outside world? Who are we on the inside, as a person? How do we reconcile these two
different realities, our outer and inner selves?

May God bless and sustain you all in this most Holy Season of Lent.

Yours Faithfully,
Elizabeth+

THIS WEEK'’S INTERCESSIONS
(Please uphold the following in your prayers this week)

For the Church in the World we pray for the Anglican Church of Burundi

For the Church in our Diocese we pray for Christ Church, Lively and St. John’s, Copper
Cliff, The Ven. Glen Miller, The Rt. Rev. Thomas Corston (Hon.)

For our Companion Diocese of Tarime we pray for Mlana - Elizabeth Fedy

For those for whom prayer has been requested: Bob Duff (Betty Stembridge's son-in-law),
Gwen Crosdale, Renee L.

For Members of our Parish family Della and Sandra Passi; Daniel Pendleton; Matthew
Peters and Alyson Laking; and for our wardens, Peter, Jane and Hoi; and their families

Morning and Evening Prayers to add to our personal devotions

Morning — Creator God, in the morning, while it was still very dark, Jesus got up and went to
a deserted place, and there he prayed. As | turn to you in prayer this morning, bless me with

a sense of purpose. As | go out into this day, show me what | am to do. In the loving name of
Jesus, | pray. Amen.

Evening — Everlasting God, you have been here from the foundations of the earth. | give to
you this day now ending, with all its gifts and failings. As | rest through the night, renew my
strength and, in my dreams, lift me on the wings of eagles. To you, O God, | give thanks.
Amen.

Transfiguration of Christ - Rubens



