The Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury

Come as You Are. All Are Welcome!

Worship Celebration for
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
Service of the Word
Sunday February 21, 2021
Officiant and Preacher - The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green

The land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is on the traditional territory of
Atikameksheng and Anishinabek First Nations
This territory was the subject of Treaty 61, also known as the Robinson-Huron Treaty.
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. We are grateful
for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and we commit ourselves to
the work of reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples

The Gathering of the Community

Opening Hymn Forty Days and Forty Nights - CP 175

1 Forty days and forty nights
you were fasting in the wild;
forty days and forty nights
tempted, and yet undefiled:

2 burning heat throughout the day,
bitter cold when light has fled,
prowling beasts around your way,
stones your pillow, earth your bed.

3 Shall not we your trials share,
learn your discipline of will,
and with you by fast and prayer
wrestle with the powers of hell?

4 So if Satan, pressing hard,
soul and body would destroy:
Christ who conquered, be our guard;
give to us the victor's joy.

5 Saviour, may we hear your voice --
keep us constant at your side;
and with you we shall rejoice
at the eternal Eastertide.

Text: George Hunt Smyttan (1822-1870, rev. Hymns for Today’s Church © 1982 Hope Publishing Co.
Music: Melody attrib. Martin Herbst (1654-1681; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889);
used under license



Rev. Elizabeth
People

Rev. Elizabeth
People

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you

Almighty God,

to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Call to Confession

Rev. Elizabeth

Rev. Elizabeth
All

Dear friends in Christ,

as we turn our hearts and minds

to worship our Creator God, let us confess our sins against God and our
neighbour, trusting the promise of forgiveness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us,

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your name. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Rev. Elizabeth

All

Merciful God,

grant to your faithful people pardon and peace,

that we may be cleansed from all our sins

and serve you with a quiet mind;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.



The Prayer of the Day In Silence We Pray Together

Rev. Elizabeth Almighty God, whose Son fasted forty days in the wilderness, and was
tempted as we are but did not sin, give us grace to discipline ourselves
in submission to your Spirit, that as you know our weakness, so we may
know your power to save; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.

We Listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture
The First Reading from Genesis (Gen. 9:8-17)

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, [ am establishing
my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every
living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and
every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. |
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off
by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to
destroy the earth.” God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all
future generations: [ have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign
of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the
earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, | will remember my covenant
that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the
bow is in the clouds, [ will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the

earth.” God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church
People Thanks be to God.
The Psalm Psalm 25:1-9
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The Second Reading from 1st Peter (1 Pet. 3:18-22)

Reader
People

Beloved, Christ suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the
flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a
proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey,
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of
the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were saved through
water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a
removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and
powers made subject to him.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church
Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able

Gospel Acclamation Sing Praises All You Peoples - CP 314

Rev. Elizabeth
People

Rev. Elizabeth
People

The Gospel

Rev. Elizabeth
People

Please be seated

Sermon

Sing praises all you peoples, sing praises to the Lord.
Sing praises all you peoples, sing praises to the Lord.

The Lord is with you

And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Mark 1:9-15

The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.



The Apostle’s Creed

Rev. Elizabeth
All

Let us confess our faith as we say,

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
Who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
Born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Leader

Today in the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray the Diocese of Akoko -
The Church of Nigeria in the Anglican Communion.

In our Diocese, we pray for St. George’s, Espanola and St. Thomas’,
French River.

Let us pray:

For our Companion Diocese of Tarime

For Anne, our Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario; for Linda,
Primate of Canada; for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for our
priest and pastor Elizabeth and our Associates John and Rhonda
For our outreach missions, through the Primate’s World Relief and
Development Fund

For Suicide Prevention through the Council of the North

For our local initiatives. We especially pray and give thanks for
the Clothing Exchange Outreach Program.

For the students and staff at Laurentian University during this
time of uncertainty

For the world during this pandemic crisis



All

Leader

All

Leader

All

Leader

All

Leader

All

Leader

All

Let us offer our prayers to God, who loves and forgives us saying, Lord,
hear our prayer.

Steadfast God, thank you for sheltering us in the storms of life. Thank
you for ministering to us through angels seen and unseen in times that
test us. Thank you for claiming us as a people beloved forever. Because
of your great love and care for us, we trust you in our brightest joy and
deepest needs. Lord,

hear our prayer.

We rejoice when dark clouds of trouble are overtaken by the light of
your presence and new possibilities, when things settle down after a
time of tossing about, when the great storm is over, and when the
promise of resurrection life takes hold in us with sure and certain hope.
Lord,

hear our prayer.

Hear our prayers, we ask, for the deep needs of the world. In places of
violence and warfare, give us courage to lay down our violent and war-
like tendencies and promote life and well-being instead. In places of
drought and fire, bring rains that make the earth colourful and verdant
again. In places where the waters overtake their boundaries, allow the
overflowing chaos to recede. Lord,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, in life and in death, we belong to you. So in the midst of life,
we entrust you to your care. We are bold to ask for help when we are
confused, lost or afraid. We are eager to ask for healing for our bodies
and minds, whether wounded, ill, or recovering. And we are unceasing
in our prayers for those we love who are far from us physically,
emotionally, or spiritually. We especially pray for Gwen, Betty, Jean,
David, Kevin, Joyce, Cathy, Bob, Renee, Steven, Jeremiah and for Antonia
and her father Heraclio. In the midst of death and grief, even though we
are weary, we return again and again, praying for comfort, for an easing
of the pain that comes from loss, and for the light of your presence to
pierce the present darkness, Lord,

hear our prayer.

As the heavens were torn open at Jesus’ baptism, and the curtain in the
temple was torn at his crucifixion so now tear open anything that
divides us from you or hides your presence in our lives or in the church.
We desire to hear your voice of love, to receive the gift of your Holy
Spirit, and to see you clearly. Lead us to serve others faithfully as
disciples of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.

Amen.



Hymn

Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery - CP 179 (vs 1, 2,5 and 6b)

1 Tree of life and awesome mystery
In your death we are reborn,
Though you die in all of history,
Still you rise with every morn,
Still you rise with every morn.

2 Seed that dies to rise in glory,
May we see ourselves in you,
If we learn to live your story
We may die to rise anew,
We may die to rise anew.

5 Christ, you lead and we shall follow,
Stumbling though our steps may be,
One with you in joy and sorrow,
We the river, you the sea,
We the river, you the sea.

6b  From the dawning of creation
You have loved us as your own;
Stay with us through all temptation,
Make us turn to you alone
Make us turn to you alone.

Text and music: Marty Haugen (1950- ). © 1984 G.LA. Publications, Inc.
Used under license

The Lord’s Prayer

Rev. Elizabeth Gathering our prayers and praises into one,

All

let us pray as our Saviour taught us,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



Doxology

Rev. Elizabeth Glory to God
All whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Announcements
A Text and Music: Neil McLaren
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The Blessing Words and music copyright © November 2001 Neil McLaren, nmelaren@rogers.com. Used by permission

Rev. Elizabeth As Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness so will we spend forty days
in the season of Lent. May we all consider the faithfulness of God, and
what it means to be baptized into Christ. Live each day proclaiming the
good news, in word and deed, that God is with us and the kingdom is
near.

All Amen.

Closing Hymn Lead Us Heavenly Father Lead Us - CP 564

1 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o'er the world's tempestuous sea;
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
for we have no help but thee;
yet possessing every blessing,
if our God our Father be.



2 Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us:
all our weakness thou dost know;
thou didst tread this earth before us,
thou didst feel its keenest woe;
lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert thou didst go.

3 Spirit of our God, descending,
fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:
thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.

Text: James Edmeston (1791-1867) Music: Melody Friedrich Filitz (1804-1876);
Adapt. Thomas Binney (1798-1874) Harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872), alt.

Dismissal

Leader Let us go forth in peace to love and to serve the Lord, as we love and serve
one another.

People Thanks be to God.
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