The Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury

Come as You Are. All Are Welcome!

Worship Celebration for
THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Service of the Word
Sunday February 7, 2021
Officiant and Preacher - The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green

The land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is on the traditional territory of
Atikameksheng and Anishinabek First Nations
This territory was the subject of Treaty 61, also known as the Robinson-Huron Treaty.
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. We are grateful
for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and we commit ourselves to
the work of reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples

The Gathering of the Community

Opening Hymn The Kingdom of God Is Justice and Joy - CP 631

1 The kingdom of God is justice and joy;
For Jesus restores what sin would destroy.
God's power and glory in Jesus we know;
And here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow.

2 The kingdom of God is mercy and grace;
The captives are freed, the sinners find place,
The outcast are welcomed God's banquet to share;
And hope is awakened in place of despair.

3 The kingdom of God is challenge and choice:
Believe the good news, repent and rejoice!
God's love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross:
Our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss.

4 God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal;
In Jesus begun, in heaven made whole.
The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call;
And all things cry "Glory!" to God all in all.

Rev. Elizabeth The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People And also with you

Rev. Elizabeth Almighty God,

People to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts



by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Call to Confession

Rev. Elizabeth Dear friends in Christ,
as we turn our hearts and minds
to worship our Creator God, let us confess our sins against God and our
neighbour, trusting the promise of forgiveness.

Rev. Elizabeth Most merciful God,
All we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Rev. Elizabeth Merciful God,
grant to your faithful people pardon and peace,
that we may be cleansed from all our sins
and serve you with a quiet mind;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
People Amen.

The Prayer of the Day [In Silence We Pray Together

Rev. Elizabeth Let us pray.
Gracious God, you call us to follow Christ and to spread the good news
of your love for all people. Help us to become all things to all people that
we might reach many with your good news; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

All Amen



We Listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture

The First Reading from Isaiah (Is. 40:21-31)

Reader
People

The Psalm

Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from
the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the
earth?

[t is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads
them like a tent to live in; who brings princes to naught, and makes the
rulers of the earth as nothing.

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken
root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the
tempest carries them off like stubble. To whom then will you compare
me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high and
see: Who created these?

He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by
name;

because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing.
Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from
the LORD,

and my right is disregarded by my God’? Have you not known? Have you
not heard? The LoRD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of
the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is
unsearchable.

He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. Even youths
will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who
wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and
not faint.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
A Normand L. Blanchard, 2021

Gt ' . =

Y
Praise the Lord who heals the broken heart - ted.




The Second Reading from 1st Corinthians (1. Cor. 9:16-23)

Brothers and Sisters, if  proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground
for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and woe betide me if I do
not proclaim the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward;
but if not of my own will, | am entrusted with a commission. What then
is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation [ may make the gospel
free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel. For
though I am free with respect to all, | have made myself a slave to all, so
that [ might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to
win Jews. To those under the law [ became as one under the law (though
[ myself am not under the law) so that [ might win those under the

law. To those outside the law | became as one outside the law (though I
am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that [ might
win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so that I might
win the weak. | have become all things to all people, so that I might by
any means save some. | do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that | may
share in its blessings.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church
People Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Please stand as you are able
Normand L. Blanchard (2018)
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Rev. Elizabeth The Lord is with you

People And also with you.

Rev. Elizabeth The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark

People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Gospel Mark 1:29-39

Rev. Elizabeth The Gospel of Christ

People Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Please be seated

Sermon



The Apostle’s Creed

Rev. Elizabeth
All

Let us confess our faith as we say,
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Leader

Today in the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray the Anglican Church of

Burundi.

In our Diocese, we pray for St. Saviour’s, Blind River and Church of the

Redeemer, Thessalon

Let us pray:
- For our Companion Diocese of Tarime

- For Anne, our Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario; for Linda,
Primate of Canada; for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for our
priest and pastor Elizabeth and our Associates John and Rhonda

- For our outreach missions, through the Primate’s World Relief and

Development Fund

- For Suicide Prevention through the Council of the North

- For our local initiatives
- For the world during this pandemic crisis



All

Leader

All

Leader

All

Leader

All

Leader

All

Leader

All

Hymn

Let us pray for the needs of the world, saying, Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of the universe, you sit above the circle of the earth, and so we pray
for the oceans and mountains, for inland water and for the air we
breathe. Save and protect them, we pray. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Since the beginning of our faith, we have looked to you to gather the
outcasts, heal the broken hearted and bind up their wounds. We pray
for the sick and the dying. We especially pray for ( ,)
those who we hold in the silence of our heart and for those known by
you alone. (pause) We pray for the lonely, the hungry, the outcasts who
are homeless and addicted in Greater Sudbury, Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Holy God, we pray for our country of Canada and for all the countries of
the world - we especially pray for those countries ravaged by the
pandemic. We pray for world leaders and that may govern justly. May
we all come to see that your delight is not in the strength of violence but
in those who hope in your steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Faithful God, how good it is to sing praises to you from within our
hearts. We pray for your church, here and around the world. Empower
us to be agents of your life-giving love in all times, and for all people.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Everlasting God, Creator of the ends of the earth, we give you thanks for
all that you accomplish in and through us. Strengthen and sustain us,
that we may always be open and loving channels of your peace. Through
Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and
honour are yours, now and forever.

Amen.

Amazing Grace - CP 352

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!

[ once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.



'"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;

how precious did that grace appear

the hour I first believed!

The Lord has promised good to me,
his word my hope secures;

he will my shield and portion be

as long as life endures.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
[ have already come:

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

When we’ve been here ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,

We've no less days to sing God'’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.

The Lord’s Prayer

Rev. Elizabeth

All

Doxology

Rev. Elizabeth
All

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Glory to God

whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more

than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,

for ever and ever. Amen.



Announcements
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Words and music copyright © November 2001 Neil McLaren, nmclaren@rogers.com. Used by permission
The Blessing

Rev. Elizabeth Let us spread the gospel free of charge. And may God in Christ take your
hand and lift you up so that you may be of service to others.
All Amen.

Closing Hymn Praise My Soul the King of Heaven - CP 381

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet your tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
evermore his praises sing:

Alleluia, alleluia,
praise the everlasting King.

2 Praise him for his grace and favour
to our forebears in distress;
praise him still the same forever,
slow to chide and swift to bless;
alleluia, alleluia,
glorious in his faithfulness.



3 Father-like he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hands he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes:
alleluia, alleluia,
widely as his mercy flows.

4 Frail as summer's flower we flourish;
blows the wind and it is gone;
but, while mortals rise and perish,
God endures unchanging on:
alleluia, alleluia,
praise the high eternal one.

5 Angels, help us to adore him;
you behold him face to face;
sun and moon, bow down before him,
dwellers all in time and space.
Alleluia, alleluia,
praise with us the God of grace.

Dismissal

Leader Let us go forth in peace to love and to serve the Lord, as we love and serve
one another.

People Thanks be to God.
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