
The Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury 
Come as You Are. All Are Welcome! 

 
Worship Celebration for Epiphany of the Lord 

SERVICE OF THE WORD  
For Sunday, January 3rd, 2021 

Officiant and Preacher – The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green 
 

The land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is on the traditional territory of 
Atikameksheng and Anishinabek First Nations  

This territory was the subject of Treaty 61, also known as the Robinson-Huron Treaty. 
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. We are grateful 

for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and we commit ourselves to 
the work of reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples 

 
 

The Gathering of the Community  
 
Opening Hymn Earth Has Many a Noble City - CP 158 

1  Earth has many a noble city; 
Bethlehem, thou dost all excel: 
out of thee the Lord from heaven 
came to rule his Israel. 

2  Fairer than the sun at morning 
was the star that told his birth, 
to the world its God announcing 
seen in fleshly form on earth. 

3  Eastern sages at his cradle 
make oblations rich and rare; 
see them give, in deep devotion, 
gold and frankincense and myrrh. 

4  Sacred gifts of mystic meaning: 
incense doth their God disclose, 
gold the King of kings proclaimeth, 
myrrh his sepulcher foreshows. 

5  Jesus, whom the Gentiles worshipped 
at thy glad epiphany, 
unto thee, with God the Father 
and the Spirit, glory be. 

 
 



Rev. Elizabeth The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People And also with you 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Almighty God, 
People  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Call to Confession 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Dear friends in Christ, 

as we turn our hearts and minds 
to worship our Creator God, let us confess our sins against God and our 
neighbour, trusting the promise of forgiveness. 
 

Rev. Elizabeth Most merciful God, 
All   we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 
Declaration of Forgiveness 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Merciful God, 

Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 
that we may be cleansed from all our sins 
and serve you with a quiet mind; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

People   Amen. 



The Prayer of the Day  We Pray Together 
 
Rev. Elizabeth  God of every nation, 
All by the light of a wondrous star you led wandering magi to the 

humble infant Jesus, revealing to them your salvation for the 
world. In the miraculous and the mundane, in union with all who 
have glimpsed the light of your grace, lead us to Christ, that we may 
offer our worship and serve him with sincerity of heart; for he lives 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Hymn  We Three Kings of Orient Are 
 

We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 
 
Refrain 
O star of wonder, star of light, 
star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign. (Ref.) 
 
Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, voices raising, 
worshiping God on high. (Ref.) 
 
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (Ref.) 
 
Glorious now behold him arise; 
King and God and sacrifice: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
sounds through the earth and skies. (Ref.) 

 



We Listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture 
 
First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6   
 
   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm   Ps. 72:1-7, 10-14   
 
Second Reading Ephesians 3:1-12 
 
Reader Beloved, this is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for 

the sake of you Gentiles - for surely you have already heard of the 
commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you, and how the 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few 
words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding 
of the mystery of Christ.  In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become 
fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s 
grace that was given to me by the working of his power. Although I am 
the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make 
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 
created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its 
rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in 
the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access 
to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

 
   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
People  Thanks be to God.     
 
Gospel Acclamation  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  (Please stand as you are able) 
 
Rev. Elizabeth The Lord is with you 
People  And also with you. 
Rev. Elizabeth The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Gospel      Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Rev. Elizabeth The Gospel of Christ 
People  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 



 
Please be seated 
 
Sermon 
 
Anthem  Do You Hear What I Hear?   (Text: Noël Regney, Music:Gloria Shayne)  

Sung by Marion Collinson and Samuel Fritz 
 
The Apostle’s Creed 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Let us confess our faith as we say, 
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People    
 
Leader Today in the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for The Episcopal / 

Anglican Province of Alexandria. 
In our Diocese, we pray our parish, the Church of the Epiphany. 
Let us pray for: 

- For our Companion Diocese of Tarime 
- For Anne, our Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario; for Linda, 

Primate of Canada; for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for our 
priest and pastor Elizabeth and our Associates John and Rhonda 

- For our outreach missions, through the Primate’s World Relief and 
Development Fund 

- For Suicide Prevention through the Council of the North  
- For our local initiatives –  
- For the world during this pandemic crisis 

 
With the boldness and confidence of God’s children, let us pray, saying, 
Gracious God, Lord of Light, hear our prayer. 

 
Leader Loving God, in Christ you embrace people of every nation and make 

them members of the same body, sharers in the promise of the gospel. 
For the Holy Church of God, that through its faithful witness the wisdom 
of God in its rich variety be known in heaven and earth, Gracious God, 
Lord of Light, 

People hear our prayer. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No%C3%ABl_Regney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloria_Shayne_Baker


Leader Loving God, you judge the people with righteousness and the poor with 
justice. For nations, rulers, and authorities to forsake violence and be 
guided by the light of truth, that righteousness may flourish and justice 
abound in every land. Gracious God, Lord of Light 

People hear our prayer. 
 
Leader Loving God, magi from afar came to visit the holy family and found a 

place of rest and worship. For our city of Sudbury and for all who live 
here, that we may be a community of hospitality, welcoming the 
stranger and sheltering the refugee, Gracious God, Lord of Light 

People hear our prayer. 
 
Leader Loving God, in your providence, the land yields prosperity for the 

people, that righteousness may prevail in the land. For our planet earth, 
that we may dwell peacefully with nature, that we be good stewards of 
its resources, and share the abundance for the sake of human 
flourishing, Gracious God, Lord of Light 

People hear our prayer. 
 
Leader Loving God, you defend the cause of the poor, and give deliverance to 

the needy, and save those who are oppressed. For those who suffer the 
pain and cruelty of poverty, homelessness and addiction, and for all who 
endeavor to transform systems of economic injustice, Gracious God, 
Lord of Light 

People hear our prayer. 
 
Leader Loving God, you take pity on the weak. For those whose bodies are 

enfeebled by disease or whose spirits are debilitated by illness, that they 
may be restored to wholeness of life, Gracious God, Lord of Light 

People hear our prayer. 
 
Leader Gracious God, because you have called us your children, we are bold to 

ask for what we need, confident in your goodness through faith in our 
Lord, our Teacher, and our Saviour, Jesus Christ, your Son. Amen. 

 
 
Hymn   From East to West, from Shore to Shore - CP 155 

1  From east to west, from shore to shore, 
let every heart awake and sing 
the holy child whom Mary bore, 
the Christ, the everlasting King. 

2  Behold! The world's creator wears 
the form and fashion of a slave; 
our very flesh our Maker shares, 
his fallen creatures all to save. 



3  For this how wondrously he wrought! 
A maiden, in her lowly place, 
became, in ways beyond all thought, 
the chosen vessel of his grace. 

4  Assenting to the angel's word, 
she chose what God the Spirit willed, 
and suddenly the promised Lord 
that pure and hallowed temple filled. 

5  He shrank not from the oxen's stall, 
he lay within the manger bed, 
and he whose bounty feeds us all 
at Mary's breast himself was fed. 

6  And while the angels in the sky 
sang praise above the silent field, 
to shepherds poor the Lord most high, 
the one great Shepherd, was revealed. 

7  All glory for this blessèd morn 
to God, the source of all, is due; 
all praise to you, O Virgin-born, 
all praise, O Holy Ghost, to you. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Rev. Elizabeth  Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
   

All  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

Doxology 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Glory to God 
All    whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



Announcements 
 
A Sung Blessing   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Blessing  
 
Rev. Elizabeth  May the God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

All   Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
Closing Hymn The Voice of God Goes Out to All the World – CP 627 
 

The voice of God goes out to all the world, 
and glory speaks across the universe. 
The great King’s herald cries from star to star: 
with power, with justice, Christ will walk his way. 
 
The Lord has said: “Receive my messenger, 
my promise to the world, my pledge made flesh, 
a lamp to every nation light from Light”: 
with power, with justice, Christ will walk his way. 
 
The broken reed he will not trample down, 
Not set his heel upon the dying flame. 
He binds the wounds, and health is in his hand: 
with power, with justice, Christ will walk his way. 
 



Dismissal 
 
Leader Let us go forth in peace to love and to serve the Lord, as we love and serve 

one another. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Dismissal  
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