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YEARB
Fourth Sunday in

Advent

This Sunday we invite you to participate in WORSHIP WITH HOLY EUCHARIST. The Rev.
Dr. Elizabeth Green will lead us in our worship on Sunday at 10:30 am at the church.
Attendance is by reservation only. Please contact 705-675-2279 before Friday, noon. If you
are then unable to attend on Sunday morning, please phone the office to cancel your
reservation. You are asked to arrive no earlier than 10:15 am for the service.

If you cannot attend in person, the service is also accessible online Sunday afternoon. You
can find our programs on the parish website (www.epiphanysudbury.org) or on our Facebook
page and on Youtube.

THIS SUNDAY'S READINGS: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Romans 16:25-27;
Luke 1:26-38

Today’s readings are, appropriately enough celebrative and full of praise. The story from
Second Samuel tells of God’s covenant with the house of David, and Psalm 89, celebrates
that covenant while calling on God not to forget. Luke’s story tells that God did not forget, but
remembers and sends Gabriel to tell Mary that through her God’s promise will be kept. Paul
reflects on what that fulfilled promise of God means for Israel and for all the world, and closes
his Roman letter in a burst of praise.

Question for Reflection

Where do you see the light of Christ magnified in you, in your life, and in the ways of your
family and friends? Notice in the coming week one time each day when the light of Christ is
made present for you by others.

+

Health and Safety Reminders and REVISIONS

When we first reopened the church in September, we knew we were on a steep learning
curve in terms of how best to care for and protect people; knowing that revisions would need
to be made through trial and error.

« SOCIAL DISTANCING is something that we all need to be more mindful of on
Sunday mornings. In order to guard against crowds forming outside the church
office, we ask that you please arrive for worship no earlier than 10:15am.

* With regard to our familiar and beloved seasonal music In a diocesan Zoom
meeting held, Archbishop Anne firmly reminded us that because singing possesses a
real danger in the spread of COVID-19, all congregations must refrain from singing —
even when wearing a mask. Why? Because not everyone wears their mask properly,
and, because singing requires greater breathing force than speaking; droplets are far
more easily transmitted when singing. During this Advent and Christmas season, while
people may be shopping, traveling, attending parties and dining in restaurants, we
need to be even more careful. In order to help quell our temptation to sing, Rev.
Elizabeth will not include hymn lyrics in the service leaflets. Instead, the transept
singers, who are all safely distanced from the congregation, will sing two verses of
each hymn, while the rest of us are invited to hum.

* Please note that in the colder months the old front doors of the church will not be
opened either before or following worship.
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* At the end of each worship service, please do not exit your pew until you see that you
are being led out by those serving as sides people.

» In keeping with diocesan protocols and guidelines, our congregation capacity
cannot exceed 50 at any given time — that includes clergy, organist and lay readers.

+ Masks must be worn at all times. Physical distancing must be observed as well
as proper handwashing. Amber stage does not permit us to serve food and
beverages at this time.

« Sunday morning worship will begin promptly at 10:30am. We ask that you please
arrive by 10:15 so that we can record your name and phone number and ensure that
you are seated safely.

« Although we have not yet resumed our Sunday School, children and young
people are welcome and encouraged to join with their families for worship.
Children and youth are invited to sit quietly with their families in their assigned pews. It
is recommended that books, crayons and colouring books be brought from home. We
safely welcome all people, of all ages to worship at Church of the Epiphany.

IStay Safe and Healthy*™**

THANK YOU A special thank you goes out to everyone who has had a hand in providing our
pre-recorded worship services.

PASTORAL CARE If you, or someone you know, is need of pastoral care and/or a safe visit
by Rev. Elizabeth, please be sure to let our priest know either by way of emails or telephone
calls. Communication is always helpful as we strive to love and care for others.

CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY ADVENT CALENDAR

We are calling all children, youth and young at heart (any age)

to be creative and help us produce our very own digital

Church of the Epiphany advent calendar.

There are two themes or topics each week and you can use

any creative approach, such as draw, paint, use clay, make a

collage, assemble something you have, and then take a

picture of it and sent it to Christine Kraus at tine@snolab.ca. If

you like, you can add your initials to your art work. Everybody

is encouraged and very welcome to contribute.

- For this coming week the two themes are Angels or

Week 4: Shepherds or Holy Family or INStruments. Please submit a picture of your art work by Noon
Baby Jesus on Saturday, Dec.12th .

Here are the themes and topics to help inspire your art and creativity.
WEEK IV: Shepherds or Holy Family or Baby Jesus (please submit by Dec 19th noon)

» WEEKV: Three Kings or Gifts (including talents) or Church of the Epiphany (please
submit by Dec 29th noon)

A MESSAGE FROM OUR WARDENS

As we approach Christmas and the New Year, we take this opportunity to thank the
Epiphany family for its unwavering support and assistance during this most challenging year
of 2020.

From a heartfelt thanks and farewell to Bishop Tom, to welcoming with enthusiasm and
great promise our new incumbent priest, Elizabeth, we have worked alongside fellow parish
volunteers during the past year to keep our church well maintained and, in safe measure,
accessible to you amid this persistent global health crisis. The start to 2021 looks no less
daunting but we are 'on the job' and looking forward to the time when we can_all gather
together again in faith and fellowship at our house of worship.

We wish you and your families health and goodness in this holy season of Christmas,
Sincerely,

Jane, Hoi & Peter
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CHRISTMAS EVE/CHRISTMAS MORNING 2020 As we approach Christmas in this time of
pandemic, the month of December will be uncertain for all of us. We will all need to do our
part by doing things differently this year, especially as Covid-19 cases are on the rise. If
churches are not closed, we are offering three services on Christmas Eve; 5pm, 7pm and
9pm. Our Christmas morning worship celebration will be at 10 am.

- LETHIS LIGHT LEAD YOU

COME. HOME. FOR CHRISTMAS

Please note: During the holiday season many of us travel, attend parties and various other
social gatherings and we welcome friends and family from out of town into our homes. This
year, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we ask that if you travel or welcome out-of-town-
guests, that you please not attend our Christmas worship celebrations in person, and
instead join us online when we offer our pre-recorded worship services. In this winter season,
everyone’s health and safety must remain our top priority.

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP RESERVATIONS Christmas Eve worship services will be offered at
5 pm, 7 pm and 9 pm. Christmas morning worship will begin at 10 am. The 9 pm Christmas
Eve and the 10 am Christmas morning services are currently full. There are still spaces
available at our 5pm and our 7pm Christmas Eve celebrations. If you would like to attend
either the Christmas Eve worship celebrations at 5 pm or at 7 pm at Church of the Epiphany,
please call Gwen in the church office as soon as possible, and please be sure that you
provide Gwen with your phone number. If you have traveled or are welcoming friends or
family from out of town, we ask that you please not attend Christmas worship this year. Stay
home and be safe.

CHRISTMAS AT HOME If you are staying home for Christmas, you can still pray, sing and
participate with us! Church of the Epiphany will be offering digital online services for
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Also, during our two-week period of quarantine, online
services will be made available for Sunday December 27" and Sunday January 3. Please
watch for upcoming emails for information about where to find the links for our pre-recorded
worship services.

POST-CHRISTMAS LOCKDOWN Immediately following our Christmas morning worship
celebration, the Church of the Epiphany will be closed for a two-week period. This is for your
health and safety as we do all that is necessary to guard against the spread of COVID-19.
Online services will be made available for Sunday December 27" and Sunday January 3.
The church will officially re-open for worship Sunday Jan. 10™. Please call the church office to
make your reservations no later than noon Friday Jan. 8.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Volunteers are needed to help clean the
church following our worship services. This is a thorough, necessary, and
relatively easy job that does not require a great deal of time. If you are
able to help clean the church in this Advent/Christmas season or beyond,
please notify Jane Kivisto or leave a message for the wardens at the
church office.

CHURCH ENVELOPES for the new year are available at the church. Please ask someone to
pick up your envelopes for you if you are not currently attending services. There are
envelopes available for new parishioners if requested.

Announcements for Epiphany This Week should be sent to etw@epiphanysudbury.org by N¥OOXN each Thursday



TWO SUNDAY SERVICES REINSTATED Beginning Sunday Jan. 10", the Church of the
Epiphany will once again offer two worship celebrations on Sunday mornings; the first at
8:30am and the second at 10:30am. Please be sure to call Gwen each week in order to make
your reservations for either of the services.

PRAYER MINISTRY If you, a friend, or a loved one is in need of prayer and would like
your/their name added to our Sunday morning prayers, and also in the next two issues of
Epiphany This Week Intercessions, please contact either Lorraine Campbell ( 705-822-4342)
or Barbara Bolton (705-674-1691). Lorraine and Barbara are co-chairs of the Lay Pastoral
Care Team at Epiphany.

APPOINTMENTS WITH REV. DR. ELIZABETH

Please note that office appointments are available between the hours of 10 am and 2 pm on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. If you would like to book an appointment please call
the church office, or you can email directly at greenepiphanypriest@gmail.co

THIS WEEK'’S INTERCESSIONS
(Please uphold the following in your prayers this week)

For the Church in the World we pray for mission agencies and their ministry throughout the
Anglican Communion, including the Mothers’ Union around the world.

For the Church in our Diocese we pray for St. James’, Gravenhurst, The Rev. Heather
Manuel, The Rev. Canon Tom James (Hon.), The Rev. Jim Schell (Deacon)

For our Companion Diocese of Tarime We pray for Sirari — The Rev. Can. John Muhiri

For those for whom prayer has been requested: Renee L. Gwen, Betty Stembridge

For Members of our Parish family Michael and Valerie Mackelvie; Joan Macleod; Murray
and Debra Macqueen; and for our wardens, Peter, Jane and Hoi; and their families.

Morning and Evening Prayers to add to our personal devotions

Morning -Thank you, good and gracious God, for the morning light, for another day in which
to live out what it means that you have magnified my soul and the souls of those around me
in this world. Teach me the meaning of “Let it be.” Show me how to trust; in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Evening — Good and gracious God, we give you thanks that you have made incarnate in your
world the breath of life, the life of hope. Keep us safe throughout the night that in the morning
we may again rejoice and live in peace with all creation; in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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