The Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury
Come as You Are. All Are Welcome!

Worship Celebration for Pre-Recorded Christmas Morning
SERVICE OF THE WORD WITTH CAROLS
Friday, December 25th, 2020

Officiant and Preacher - The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green
The Gathering of the Community
Opening Carol O Come All Ye Faithful - CP 118 (vs. 1, 2,3,4 and 5)

1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem;
come and behold him, born the King of angels;

Refrain

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

2 God of God, Light of Light,
lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb;
very God, begotten not created: (Ref.)

3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God, glory in the highest: (Ref.)

4 See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; (Ref.)

5 Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given:
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: (Ref.)

The Gathering of the Community

Rev. Elizabeth The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People And also with you



Rev. Elizabeth
People

Almighty God,

to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Call to Confession

Rev. Elizabeth

Rev. Elizabeth
All

Dear friends in Christ,

as we turn our hearts and minds

to worship our Creator God, let us confess our sins against God and our
neighbour, trusting the promise of forgiveness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us,

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your name. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness

Rev. Elizabeth

People

Merciful God,

grant to your faithful people pardon and peace,

that we may be cleansed from all our sins

and serve you with a quiet mind;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen.



The Prayer of the Day We Pray Together

Rev. Elizabeth
All

Carol

Almighty God,

Christ your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, born in
Bethlehem. May we receive Christ into our lives and become,
through him, your blessed children who walk in the light you have
sent into our world. Through Christ we pray. Amen.

The First Nowell - CP 139 (vs1,23&4)

The first nowell the angel did say

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,

on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Refrain
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star

shining in the east beyond them far,

and to the earth it gave great light,

and so it continued both day and night. (Ref.)

And by the light of that same star

three wise men came from country far;

to seek for a king was their intent,

and to follow the star wherever it went. (Ref.)

This star drew nigh to the northwest,

o'er Bethlehem it took its rest,

and there it did both stop and stay

right over the place where Jesus lay. (Ref.)

We Listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture

The First Reading (Titus 2: 11-14)

Reader

A reading from St. Paul’s letter to Titus.

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us
to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live
lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the
blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might



redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own
who are zealous for good deeds.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church.
All Thanks be to God.

Carol Of Eternal Love Begotten - CP 132
(Bolded and underlined syllables have 2 notes, except for line 5- which has 5 notes)
1 Of eternal love begotten,
ere the worlds began to be,
he is Alpha and Omega,
he the source, the ending he,
of the things that are, that ha-ve been,
and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore.

2 At his Word the worlds were fra-med.
He commanded, it was done:
heav’'n and earth and depths of ocean,
in their threefold order one;
all that grows beneath the shi-ning,
of the moon and burning sun,
evermore and evermore.

3 O that birth for ever blessed,
when the virgin, full of grace,
by the Holy Ghost concei-ving,
bare the Saviour of our race,
and the babe, the world's redee-mer,
first revealed his sacred face,
evermore and evermore.

4 This is he whom seers in old time
chanted of with one accord,
whom the voices of the prophets
promised in their faithful word;
now he shines, the long-expec-ted;
let creation praise its Lord,
evermore and evermore.



6 O ye heights of heaven adore him;
angel hosts, his praises sing;
all dominions bow before him,
and extol our God and king;
let no tongue on earth be silent,
every voice in concert ring,
evermore and evermore.

7 Christ, to thee, with God the Father,
and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving,
and unwearied praises be,
honour, glory, and domi-nion,
and eternal victory,
evermore and evermore.

The Gospel Story John 1: 1-14 told by Rev. Dr. Elizabeth

Listen and hear the Good News! God’s redemptive Word that became flesh in Jesus, and has
existed with God from the very beginning.

Homily
Carol Good Christians All Rejoice - CP 153

1 Good Christians all, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice!
Listen now to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow,
and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today;

Christ is born today!

2 Good Christians all, rejoice
with heart and soul and voice!
Hear the news of endless bliss:
Jesus Christ was born for this;
he has opened heaven's door
and we are blessed for evermore!
Christ was born for this;
Christ was born for this!



3 Good Christians all, rejoice

with heart and soul and voice!
Now you need not fear the grave;
Jesus Christ was born to save:
come at his most gracious call
to find salvation, one and all!
Christ was born to save;
Christ was born to save!

Silence

The Apostle’s Creed

Rev. Elizabeth Let us confess our faith as we say,

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, and
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Leader Loving God, before time and space your living Word was with you
creating all things. In the fullness of time, he came to bring peace and to
show us how to love. On this Christmas Day we offer you our prayers
saying, Light of the world, shine in our lives.

Eternal God, in the midst of strife and warfare, may your peace be
known throughout the world. Light of the world,

People shine in our lives.

Leader As the church announces the good news of salvation, may we share the
gift of Christ in prayer and in action. Light of the world,

People shine in our lives.

Leader In sickness, suffering and need, may your healing love dispel all

darkness. Light of the world,
People shine in our lives.



Leader As all creation shouts with joy, may we care for earth, sea, and sky in
reverence of you. Light of the world,

People shine in our lives.

Leader In all our beginnings and in our endings, may we be one with you
eternally. Light of the world,

People shine in our lives.

Leader Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, we

praise you almighty God, now and forever. Amen.
Carol See Amid the Winter’s Snow - CP 148

1 See amid the winter's snow,
born for us on earth below,
see, the tender Lamb appears,
promised from eternal years!

Refrain

Hail, thou ever-blessed morn!
Hail, redemption's happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

2 Lo, within a manger lies
he who built the starry skies,
who enthroned in height sublime
sits amid the cherubim. (Ref.)

3 Say, ye humble shepherds, say
what your joyful news today;
wherefore have ye left your sheep
on the lonely mountain steep? (Ref.)

4 "As we watched at dead of night,
lo, we saw a wondrous light;
angels singing 'Peace on earth'
told us of the Saviour's birth." (Ref.)

5 Sacred infant, all divine,
what a mighty love was thine,
thus to come from highest bliss
down to such a world as this! (Ref.)



Rev. Elizabeth

When the world was dark
and the village was quiet,
you came.

You crept in beside us.

And no one knew.

Only the few

who dared to believe

that God would do something different.

Will you do the same this Christmas, Lord?

Will you come into the darkness of today’s world;
not the friendly darkness

as when sleep rescues us from tiredness,

but the fearful darkness,

in which people have stopped believing

that war will end

or that food will come

or that a government will change

or that the Church cares?

Will you come into that darkness
and do something different
to save your people from death and despair?

Will you come into the quietness of this town;
not the friendly quietness

as when lovers hold hands,

but the fearful silence when

the phone has not rung

the letter has not come,

the friendly voice no longer speaks,

the doctor’s face says it all?

Will you come into that darkness,
and do something different,
not to distract, but to embrace your people?

And will you come into the dark corners
and the quiet places of our lives?



We ask this not because we are guilt-ridden

or want to be,

but because the fullness that our lives long for
depends on us being as open and vulnerable to you
as you were to us,

when you came,

wearing no more than diapers,

and trusting human hands

to hold their maker.

Will you come into our lives,
if we open them to you
and do something different?

When the world was dark
and the village was quiet
you came.

You crept in beside us.

Do the same this Christmas, Lord.
Do the same this Christmas. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Rev. Elizabeth

All

Rev. Elizabeth
All

Gathering our prayers and praises into one,
let us pray as our Saviour taught us,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your Kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Glory to God

Whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the
Church, and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.



A Sung Blessing

Text and Music: Neil McLaren
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The Blessing
Please be seated

Closing Carol

Words and music copyright © November 2001 Neil McLaren, nmclaren@rogers.com. Used by permission

Joy to the World - CP 154

Joy to the world! The Lord is come:

let earth receive the King;

let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns:

let us glad songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,

repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let wrongs and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;

he comes to make his blessings flow
far as our sin is found,

far as our sin is found,

far as, far as our sin is found.



Dismissal
Leader

People

4 He rules the world with truth and grace,

and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,

and wonders of his love,

and wonders, wonders of his love.

Let us go forth in peace to love and to serve the Lord,
as we love and serve one another.

Thanks be to God.
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