
The Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury 
Come as You Are. All Are Welcome! 

 
Worship Celebration with Holy Eucharist for The Reign of Christ 

Sunday November 22nd, 2020 
10:30am 

 
The land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is on the traditional territory of 

Atikameksheng and Anishinabek First Nations  
This territory was the subject of Treaty 61, also known as the Robinson-Huron Treaty. 

We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land.  
We are grateful for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and we 

commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples 
 
 

Welcome  
 
Opening Hymn  Rejoice, the Lord Is King 

 

Rejoice, the Lord is King! 

Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 

and triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 

lift up your voice: 

rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Jesus, the Saviour, reigns, 

the God of truth and love; 

when he has purged our stains, 

he took his seat above; 

Lift up your heart, 

lift up your voice: 

rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

His kingdom cannot fail, 

he rules o'er earth and heaven: 

the keys of death and hell 

are to our Jesus given. 

Lift up your heart, 

lift up your voice: 

rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 



He sits at God’s right hand 

     till all his foes submit, 

and bow to his command,  

and fall beneath his feet, 

Lift up your heart, 

lift up your voice: 

rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Rejoice in glorious hope; 

Jesus the judge shall come 

and take his servants up 

to their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 

lift up your voice: 

rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 
The Gathering of the Community 
 
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People And also with you 
 
Celebrant  Almighty God, 
People  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
We remain standing 
 
The Prayer of the Day  We pray in silence 
 
Celebrant  Let us pray 

 Holy God, you love us with an everlasting love and show us the way to 
justice and peace. In Jesus Christ you have reconciled the whole world to 
you and claimed us as your own, that we may live as his body on earth 
and, with all the saints, enter into your glory on the last day. 

All   Amen. 
 
Please be seated 



We listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture 
 
The First Reading  from Ezekiel             (Ezek.34:11-16, 20-24) 

 
Reader For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will 

seek them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among 
their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them 
from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds 
and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather 
them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I 
will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in 
all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, 
and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they 
shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture 
on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 
and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, 
and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I 
will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will 
feed them with justice. 
 
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between 
the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and 
shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you 
scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no 
longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall 
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, 
will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, 
the LORD, have spoken. 

 
   Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 95:1-7a  
 
 
 
 
The Second Reading   from Ephesians              (Eph. 1:15-23) 
 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the 
saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 



revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work 
in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age 
but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and 
has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 
 
The Gospel Acclamation Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel   
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 25:31-46 
 

Celebrant  The Gospel of Christ 
People  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon 
     
We reflect in silence 
 
The Apostle’s Creed  
 
Celebrant  Let us stand and confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 



descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People   Standing, sitting, or kneeling 
 
Leader Today in the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for the Church of 

Bermuda. 
In our Diocese, we pray for Christ Church, North Bay 
Let us pray for: 

- For our Companion Diocese of Tarime 
- For Anne, our Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario; for Linda, 

Primate of Canada; for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for our 
priest and pastor Elizabeth and our Associates John and Rhonda 

- For our outreach missions, through the Primate’s World Relief and 
Development Fund 

- For Suicide Prevention through the Council of the North  
- For our local initiatives – today we especially pray and give thanks 

for the “One Good Meal” event happening today as it provides the 
hungry and homeless with a free warm gourmet meal. 

- For the world during this pandemic crisis 
 
 Through Jesus Christ, God has shown us the sovereignty of divine love in 

compassion for the least, the lost, and the lonely. Therefore we pray 
saying, Compassionate God, receive our prayer. 

 
 Generous God, we live in a world of plenty in which the poor struggle for 

daily bread. We pray for those who lack the basic necessitates of life and 
those who willingly share the resources you have given. Correct those 
who hoard resources out of anxiety, ignorance, or selfishness. Open their 
eyes to your presence among the poor of the world and free them for 
joyful giving. For the poor, the benevolent, and the hard-of-heart, 
Compassionate Lord, 

All   receive our prayer.  
 
Leader Liberating God, you admonish us to offer hospitality to the stranger and 

to welcome the weary. We pray for travelers, for those who emigrate to 
new lands, for refugees of political and religious wars, and for those who 
have no place to call home; especially we pray for the homeless and 



addicted in Sudbury. Bless those who offer refuge to the wayfaring 
stranger, especially during this time of pandemic. Convict the conscience 
and open the heart of any who would raise walls of self-preservation 
and isolation. For the stranger, for those who minister to them, and for 
Compassionate Lord, 

All   receive our prayer.  
 
Leader Merciful God, you hear the cry of all who are in distress. Heal those who 

are sick in body, mind, heart or spirit. We especially pray for Carol, 
Gwen, Betty, Margaret, Dan and Stephen. We pray for all those who are 
suffering with cancer. We pray for all those suffering mental illness. 
Comfort them in their need and help those who care for them. We also 
pray for those who abandon the sick and suffering out of fear. Teach us 
to serve our sisters and brothers and to share the burden of disease of 
body, mind, heart and spirit. For the sick and those in distress, for those 
who care for them and those who are afraid to serve them in love. 
Compassionate Lord, 

All   receive our prayer.  
 
Leader Redeeming God, our Lord was a prisoner of Rome before his execution, 

and he instructed his disciples to visit those in prison. We pray for those 
who are incarcerated: for those who are guilty of crime and for those 
who may be unjustly imprisoned. Save the lost, reprove the haughty, 
liberate the captive, and let your disciples be a sign of your forgiving, 
liberating love. We also pray for those who work in prisons, that they 
may respect the humanity of the women and men they guard and not be 
overwhelmed by moral dangers of their employment. For prisoners, for 
those who minister to them, and for those who guard them, 
Compassionate Lord, 

All   receive our prayer.  
 
Leader Almighty God, confirm our prayer with the dedication of our lives to 

ministry; in the name of Jesus Christ, by the power of your Holy Spirit. 
All Amen. 
 
We Seek God’s Forgiveness   
 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he 

welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins 
confident in God’s forgiveness.  

 



Celebrant  Most merciful God 
All we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 
us, that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your name. Amen. 

 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all 

your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All   Amen. 
 

The Peace   As you are able, please stand 
 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 

 
We greet each other with the peace of Christ. 

 
Offertory Hymn    Be Thou My Vision 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art 
thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord 
thou my great Father; thine own may I be, 
thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 

 
Riches I heed not, nor the world’s empty praise; 
thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
thou and thou only, first in my heart 
high King of Heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 
High King of heaven, my victory won, 
may I reach heaven's joys, bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 



The Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
 
Prayer over the Gifts 
 
Celebrant  Holy God, use us and these gifts, to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 

and honour your presence in all people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving   
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you 

thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord. You exalted him as 
Lord of all creation that he might present to you an eternal and 
universal kingdom: a kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of holiness 
and grace, a kingdom of justice, peace, and love. Therefore at the name 
of Jesus every knee shall bow as heaven and earth proclaim the glory of 
your name, as we say,  

 
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
 

Celebrant We give thanks to you , Lord our God, for the goodness and love you 
have made known to us in creation; in calling ancient Israel to be your 
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in these last days you sent him to 
be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour and Redeemer of 
the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night he was 
handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore, Creator God, according to his command, 
 

All  we remember his death, 
   we proclaim his resurrection, 
   we await his coming in glory; 
 

Celebrant and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 
presenting to you , from your creation, this bread and this wine. We 
pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that 
they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the 
new covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made 
acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of 
time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to 
that city of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation; by whom, and with whom, 
and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are 
yours, almighty God, now and for ever.  

All Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer    
 
Celebrant   Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
 
All   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Celebrant We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All We, being many, are one body for we all share in the one bread 
 
 
 



The Communion   
 
Celebrant  The gifts of God for the People of God 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Agnus Dei  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
 

All people of faith are welcome to the table of the Lord. 
It is Jesus himself who invites you. 

 
Prayer after Communion  As you are able, please stand 
 
Celebrant  Let us pray together  
All  Holy God, you have made us a royal priesthood in the kingdom of 

your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, Make known his victory through 
us, we pray, that all the world may see his light. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 
Celebrant  Glory to God 
All Whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the 
Church, and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen 

 
The Sung Blessing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Closing Hymn      Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 
hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
drive the dark of doubt away; 
giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day! 

 
All thy works with joy surround thee, 
earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 
stars and angels sing around thee, 
centre of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain 
call us to rejoice in thee. 

 
Thou art giving and forgiving, 
ever blessing, ever blest, 
wellspring of the joy of living, 
ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, and our Mother, 
all who live in love are thine; 
teach us how to love each other, 
lift us to the joy divine. 

 
Dismissal 
 
Lay Leader  Let us go forth in peace to love and to serve the Lord, as we love and serve 

one another.   
People  Thanks be to God!  
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