
The Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury 
Come as You Are. All Are Welcome! 

The Holy Eucharis – Liturgy of Harvest Thanksgiving 
Sunday, October 11th, 2020 

10:30am 
 

The land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is on the traditional territory of 
Atikameksheng and Anishinabek First Nations  

This territory was the subject of Treaty 61, also known as the Robinson-Huron Treaty. 
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. We are grateful 

for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and we commit ourselves to 
the work of reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples 

 
Welcome  
 
Opening Hymn  Come Ye Thankful People Come 

1. Come, ye thankful people, come, 
raise the song of harvest home! 
All is safely gathered in, 
ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our maker, doth provide 
for our wants to be supplied: 
come to God's own temple, come, 
raise the song of harvest home! 
 

2. All the world is God's own field, 
fruit unto his praise to yield; 
wheat and tares together sown, 
unto joy or sorrow grown; 
first the blade, and then the ear, 
then the full corn shall appear: 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 
wholesome grain and pure may be. 
 

3. For the Lord our God shall come, 
and shall take his harvest home; 
from his field shall in that day 
all offences purge away; 
give his angels charge at last 
in the fire the weeds to cast; 
but the fruitful ears to store 
in his garner evermore. 

 



4. Even so, Lord, quickly come, 
to thy final harvest-home! 
Gather thou thy people in, 
free from sorrow, free from sin, 
there forever purified, 
in thy presence to abide: 
come, with all thine angels, come, 
raise the glorious harvest-home. 

Call to Worship 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Grace and peace to you from God. 
People   God fill you with truth and joy. 
 
Rev. Elizabeth The Lord be with you. 
People   The Lord bless you. 
 
Rev. Elizabeth This is the day which the Lord has made. 
People   Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
 
The Gathering of the Community 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Almighty God, 
People  to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
We remain standing 
 
Prayer of the Day We pray in silence 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Let us pray 

 Creator of the fruitful earth, you made us the caretakers of your 
Creation. Give us grateful hearts for all your goodness, and steadfast 
wills to use your bounty well, that the whole human family, today and in 
generations to come, may with us give thanks for the riches of your 
creation. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.   

All   Amen. 
 



Please be seated 
 
We listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture 
 
The First Reading  
Reader  A reading from the book of Joel        (Joel 2.21-27) 

 
Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done great 
things!  Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the pastures of the 
wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give 
their full yield. 
O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; for he has 
given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you 
abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. 
The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with 
wine and oil. 
I will repay you for the years that the swarming locusts has eaten, the 
hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent 
against you. 
You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD 
your God, who has dealt wondrously with you.  And my people shall 
never again be put to shame. 
You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am 
your God and there is no other.  And my people shall never again be put 
to shame. 
 

   Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 65  

 
 
The Second Reading    
Reader   A reading from the First letter to Timothy           (1 Timothy 2.1-7) 

 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgiving be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high 
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and dignity. 
This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who 
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 



For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and 
humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for 
all -- this was attested at the right time. 
For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I 
am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 

   Hear what the Spirit is saying to us, the Church. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
 
Please be seated 
 
The Gospel Story Matthew 6:25-33         told by Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green 

 
Homily    
 
We reflect in silence 
 
The Apostle’s Creed  
 
Rev. Elizabeth Let us stand and confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People   Standing, sitting, or kneeling 
 

Leader Today in the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for the Church of the 

Province of Uganda.   

 

In our Diocese, we pray for parishes/congregations in transition that they 

will embrace God’s vision for their future and that He will grace them with 

the ability to focus on their ministry and mission in the world as a people of 

hope and faith. 
 



Let us pray for: 

- For our Companion Diocese of Tarime 

- For Anne, our Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario; for Linda, 

Primate of Canada; for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for our 

priest and pastor Elizabeth and our Associates John and Rhonda 

- For our outreach missions, through the Primate’s World Relief and 

Development Fund 

- For Suicide Prevention through the Council of the North  

- For our local initiatives 

- For the world during this pandemic crisis 

 

As we stand in God’s presence, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have 

mercy.” 

 

For the whole People of God, that each one may be a true and faithful 

servant of Christ, let us pray to the Lord.  

All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader For those drawing near to the light of faith, that the Lord will bring them to 

true knowledge of himself, let us pray to the Lord.  

All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader For our families and friends, that the Lord will give them joy and 

satisfaction in all that they do, let us pray to the Lord.  

All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader For those who are lonely, sick, hungry, persecuted, or ignored, that the Lord 

will comfort and sustain them, let us pray to the Lord.  

All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader  For our country, that the Lord will help us to contribute to its true growth 

and well-being, let us pray to the Lord.  

All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader  For the whole human family, that we may live together in justice and peace, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

All   Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

 



We Seek God’s Forgiveness   

 

Invitation to Confession 

 
Rev. Elizabeth Let us ask God to have mercy on our tired land, and to prosper the work 

of our soiled hands. Let us ask God to forgive our delusion of self-
sufficiency so that we may praise him for his provision and goodness. 

 

Prayer of Confession  
 
All  Almighty God, you have created what we humans need to sustain 

our earthly lives. We confess that we have neglected to care for 
your creation. We have carelessly used the air, soil and water. We 
have forgotten how to love. We have forsaken the needs of future 
generations. We are more concerned with our own interests than 
the needs of others. Forgive us and set us on a new path pleasing to 
you.  

 
Words of Assurance 
 
Rev. Elizabeth This is the good news: God accepts us as we are and continues to offer 

us the new life of promise. Laugh the laughter of those whom God 
forgives and sets free to life. By the grace of God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, you are forgiven. Be at peace. 

All   Amen. 
 
The Peace   As you are able, please stand 
 
Rev. Elizabeth The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 

 
We greet each other with the peace of Christ. 

 
Offertory Hymn   For the Fruit of All Creation 

1. For the fruit of all creation, 
thanks be to God; 
gifts bestowed on every nation, 
thanks be to God. 
For the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 
silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth's safe-keeping, 
thanks be to God. 



2. In the just reward of labour, 
God's will is done. 
In the help we give our neighbour, 
God's will is done. 
In our worldwide task of caring 
for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, 
God's will is done. 

3. For the harvests of the Spirit, 
thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, 
thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all that love has found us, 
thanks be to God. 

 

The Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 

 

Rev. Elizabeth Creator God, receive all we offer you this day. You have ordered 

seedtime, sunshine, rain and harvest. You have created the seed, soil 

and water so that there may be food for all your people.  

  May we honour and care for these elements that sustain our earthly life.  

As we share in this sacred meal that you have set before us may we be 

filled with praise and thanksgiving for our Creator, Redeemer and Giver 

of Life.  Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving   
 
Rev. Elizabeth God is here! 
People    The Spirit of God is with us! 
Rev. Elizabeth Let us open our hearts. 
People    We open them up to God. 
Rev. Elizabeth Let us give thanks to God, Creator of us all. 
People   It is right to give our joyful thanks and praise. 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Eternal God, Source of all being, we give you thanks and praise for your 

faithful love. We stand with all of Creation in praise and with 
thanksgiving for the gift of unconditional love as an open invitation into 



relationship with you. And we are awed by the assurance that when we 
lose our way you always welcome us home into the presence of your 
never-failing love. Here, Jesus your Son has prepared this table for us, as 
a loving sign of hospitality and community, so that we may be filled, 
healed, forgiven and blessed, being made new again. Therefore, we offer 
thanks, joining our voices with all people of God, past, present, and yet 
to come, together as we sing,  

 
Sanctus Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
(standing, sitting or kneeling, we continue in prayer) 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. 

You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite 
love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful 
stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor 
your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, 
abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to 
care for us.  
On the night of his arrest, before he gave up his life for us, Jesus, at 
supper with his friends, took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, 
gave it to them, and said,  
"Take and eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this for the 
remembrance of me."  
After supper he took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks he 
gave it to them and said,  
"Drink this, all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
Loving and Holy God, recalling Christ’s death and resurrection, we offer 
you these gifts, longing for the bread of tomorrow and the wine of the 
age to come. And now we come to your table.  We thank you that you 
have made it ready for those who seek relationship with you. Loving 
God, pour out your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine that they may 
sustain us in our hunger for your peace.  
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O Source of all life, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 



The Lord’s Prayer    
 
Rev. Elizabeth And now, we pray as our Saviour Christ has taught us,  
All    Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Creator of all, you gave us golden fields of wheat, whose many grains we 

have gathered and made into this one bread. 
All So may your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth into 

your kingdom. 
 
Rev. Elizabeth God invites you to come as you are, in whatever condition you are in, 

and make this journey with thanksgiving; you who have much faith and 
you who have little, you who have been here often and you who have 
not been for a long time, you who have tried to follow and you who have 
lost your way.  Come and make this journey, not because I invite you:  
but because Jesus himself invites you. 

 
Agnus Dei  Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

 
The Communion   
 
Rev. Elizabeth The gifts of God for the People of God 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

All people of faith are welcome to the table of the Lord. 
It is Jesus himself who invites you. 
 

Hymn during Communion Organ music is played during the Communion procession.    



Prayer after Communion  As you are able, please stand 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Let us pray together  
All  God of our hope, in this Eucharist we find the source of all your 

blessings. Nourished in these holy mysteries may we, with our 
lives, give you continual thanks and praise. This we ask in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
Rev. Elizabeth Glory to God 
All Whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the 
Church, and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen 

 
Announcements 
 
The Sung Blessing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Blessing  
 
Closing Hymn Now Thank We All Our God  

1. Now thank we all our God, 
with heart and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things hath done, 
in whom this world rejoices; 
who from our mother's arms 
hath blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, 
and still is ours today. 
 
 



2. O may this bounteous God 
through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts 
and blessed peace to cheer us, 
and nourish us with grace, 
and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ills 
in this world and the next. 
 

3. All praise and thanks to God 
eternal now be given, 
to Spirit and to Word, 
who reign in highest heaven: 
our ever faithful God, 
whom earth and heaven adore; 
for thus it was, is now, 
and shall be evermore. 

Dismissal 
 
Lay Reader  Let us go forth in peace to love and to serve the Lord, as we love and serve 

one another.   
People  Thanks be to God!  
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