
The Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury 
Come as You Are. All Are Welcome! 

A Service of the Word for the 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, September 27th, 2020 

10:30am 
 

The land on which we gather at the Church of the Epiphany is on the traditional territory of 
Atikameksheng and Anishinabek First Nations  

This territory was the subject of Treaty 61, also known as the Robinson-Huron Treaty. 
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on this land. We are grateful 

for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work in this community, and we commit ourselves to 
the work of reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples 

 
Words of Welcome from Rev. Elizabeth 
 
Hymn  Great God, Your Love Has Called Us Here  

Great God, your love has called us here 
as we, by love, for love were made. 
Your living likeness still we bear, 
though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed. 
We come, with all our heart and mind 
your call to hear, your love to find. 

We come with self-inflicted pains 
of broken trust and chosen wrong; 
half-free, half-bound by inner chains; 
by social forces swept along, 
by powers and systems close confined; 
yet seeking hope for humankind. 

Great God, in Christ you call our name 
and then receive us as your own 
not through some merit, right, or claim, 
but by your gracious love alone. 
We strain to glimpse your mercy seat 
and find you kneeling at our feet. 

Then take the towel, and break the bread, 
and humble us, and call us friends. 
Suffer and serve till all are fed, 
and show how grandly love intends 
to work till all creation sings, 
to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 

Great God, in Christ you set us free 
your life to live, your joy to share. 
Give us your Spirit's liberty 
to turn from guilt and dull despair 
and offer all that faith can do 
while love is making all things new. 



 
Please remain standing, as you are able. 
 
Greeting and Opening Words/Call to Worship 
 
Rev. Elizabeth  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
                       and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
                       be with you all. 
All                  And also with you 
 
Rev. Elizabeth At the name of Jesus every knee should bend and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord.  
All Glory to God. Amen. 

Rev. Elizabeth  Let us pray   (the congregation prays in silence) 
                         

We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us together  
                       on the Lord’s Day to praise you for your goodness and to ask your blessing.  
                        Give us grace to see your hand in the week that is past, and your purpose  
                        in the week to come; through Christ our Lord. 
All                   Amen 
 
Call to Confession 
 
 
Rev. Elizabeth  Dear friends in Christ, 

as we turn our hearts and minds 
to worship our Creator God, let us confess our sins against God and our neighbour, 
trusting the promise of forgiveness. 
 

 
Rev. Elizabeth  Most merciful God, 
All   we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness 
 
 
Rev. Elizabeth   Merciful God, 

grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 
that we may be cleansed from all our sins 
and serve you with a quiet mind; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 



who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

People    Amen. 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Rev. Elizabeth As we are gathered together in God’s presence, I invite your prayers to join with 

mine as I lead us in our prayer for this day 
 
Rev. Elizabeth  Let us pray.   The congregation prays in silence 
 

Gracious God, we thank you for being ever present with us. We know that we are 

never alone. Your mercies have been faithful and rich. Pour out your Spirit upon us, 

that we might do the work of your will. We pray in the name of the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit; one God now and forever. 

People   Amen 

 

Please be seated 

 
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

We listen for God’s Word spoken to us in Scripture 
 
1st Reading      Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

 

Psalm   Psalm 25:1-9 

 

 

 

2nd Reading      Philippians 2:1-13 

 

Gospel Acclamation  Please stand as you are able 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Elizabeth  The Lord is with you 

People   And also with you. 

Rev. Elizabeth  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 

People   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The Gospel      Matthew 23:23-32 

 

Rev. Elizabeth  The Gospel of Christ 

People   Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Please be seated 

 



Sermon 
 
Silence for reflection 
 
The Apostle’s Creed please stand as you are able 
 
Rev. Elizabeth  Let us confess our faith as we say, 
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People  standing, sitting or kneeling 

 
Leader -   Today in the Anglican cycle of prayer we pray for the Province of the Episcopal  
     Church of Sudan 

- In our Diocese, we pray for St. Michael and All Angels, Thunder Bay 
- Let us pray for: 

o For our Companion Diocese of Tarime 
o For Anne, our Archbishop and Metropolitan of Ontario; Linda, Primate of 

Canada; Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, our pastor Elizabeth and our 
Associates John and Rhonda 

o For our outreach missions, through the Primate’s World Relief and Development 
Fund 

o For Suicide Prevention through the Council of the North  
o For our local initiatives 
o For the world during this pandemic crisis 

Leader  In peace let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, hear and have mercy.”)  
 
We pray for all who confess the name of Christ: fill us with the power of your Holy Spirit.  

All  Lord, hear and have mercy. 
 
Leader  We pray for those whose lives are bound in mutual love, and for those who live in celibacy: 

be their joy and their strength.  
All  Lord, hear and have mercy. 

 
Leader  For all in danger, for those who are far from home, prisoners, exiles, victims of oppression: 

grant them your salvation.  
All  Lord, hear and have mercy. 

 
Leader  For all who are facing trials and difficulties, for those who are sick, and those who are dying: 

show them your kindness and mercy.  
All  Lord, hear and have mercy. 

 
Leader  We pray for one another: may we always be united in service and love.  
All  Lord, hear and have mercy. 

 
Leader  We pray to be forgiven our sins and set free from all hardship, distress, want, war, and 

injustice.  



All  Lord, hear and have mercy. 
 

Leader  May we discover new and just ways of sharing the goods of the earth, struggling against 
exploitation, greed, or lack of concern: may we all live by the abundance of your mercies 
and find joy together.  

All  Lord, hear and have mercy. 
 

Leader  May we be strengthened by our communion with all Christ’s saints.  
All  Lord, hear and have mercy. 

 
Leader  Gracious God, 

you have heard the prayers of your faithful people; 
you know our needs before we ask, 
and our ignorance in asking. 
Grant our requests as may be best for us. 
This we ask in the name of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen 
 
Hymn  Lamb of God, to Thee We Raise 

Lamb of God, to thee we raise 
hymns of holy love and praise 
for the saint and prophet born 
to be herald of the morn. 

Like the morning star he rose, 
thine appearing to disclose; 
like an ensign lifted high, 
he declared thy kingdom nigh. 

Filled with grace and sanctity 
from his blest nativity, 
he, the new Elias, came 
bearing zeal's most sacred flame. 

Kinsman of the King divine, 
greatest of the prophet's line, 
blest forerunner of the Lord, 
who his praises can record? 

Mighty preacher, by whose word 
souls to penitence were stirred 
those who long in sin had strayed 
then the call divine obeyed. 

Make us, Lord, like him to be 
fearless witnesses for thee; 
faithful unto death be found, 
and at last by thee be crowned. 

  
 



The Prayer of St. John Chrysostom  
 
Rev. Elizabeth  Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 

accord to make our common supplications to you, and you have 
promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three 
are gathered together you will hear their requests. Fulfill now our 
desires and petitions, as may be best for us, granting us in this 
world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come eternal life; 
for you, Father, are good and loving, and we glorify you through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, in the Holy Spirit, now and for 
ever.   Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Rev. Elizabeth  Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
   

All    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Doxology 
 
Rev. Elizabeth  Glory to God 
All    whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
A Sung Blessing May the Peace of God Be Your Peace  (Rev. Elizabeth introduces the sung Blessing) 
 

May the peace of God be your peace. 
May the love of God be the love you show. 
May the joy of God be the joy you know, 
And may the world that God would see be found in you. 

The Blessing  
 
Rev. Elizabeth  May the God of hope 

fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

All   Amen. 
 
Hymn   Rejoice Today with One Accord 

Rejoice today with one accord, 
sing out with exultation; 
rejoice and praise our mighty Lord, 



whose arm hath brought salvation. 
His works of love proclaim 
the greatness of his name; 
for he is God alone, 
who hath his mercy shown: 
let all his saints adore him! 

When in distress to him we cried 
he heard our sad complaining; 
O trust in him. what'er betide, 
his love is all-sustaining. 
Triumphant songs of praise 
to him our hearts shall raise: 
now every voice shall say, 
"O praise our God alway"; 
let all his saints adore him! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Officiant & Preacher: Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green 

Lay Reader & Intercessor: Marion Collinson 

Cantor & Lector: Samuel Fritz 
 
   Director of Music: Norm Blanchard 
 
   Transept Cantors: Bill Heathcoat & Nora O’Neill 
    

 
Incumbent Priest 

The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Green 
greenepiphanypriest@gmail.com 

705-675-2279 ext3 
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